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Frank  Jernigan  (right)  and  partner  Andrew  Faulk  stand  dwarfed  by  the  5,689-square-foot 
home  Jernigan  bought  following  his  retirement  from  Google  Inc.  The  newly  built  house  cost 
$5.3  million,  a  record  for  a  single-family  home  in  Noe  Valley.  Photo  by  Pomelo  Gerard 


The  House  That 
Google  Bought 

$5-Million-Plus  Home 
Purchased  by  Retired 
Software  Engineer 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Okay,  everyone.  Hold  onto  your  hats. 

A  sleek  contemporary  house  that 
took  more  than  four  years  to  build  atop 
one  of  Noe  Valley’s  highest  vantage 
points  has  been  sold  to  a  former  dot¬ 
com 'er  for  an  astonishing  $5.3  million. 

Frank  Jernigan.  a  Google  millionaire 
who  retired  from  the  search  engine  Firm 
this  summer,  purchased  the  home  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  It’s  the  most  expensive  home  ever 
sold  in  Noe  Valley,  by  far,  and  the  deal  has 
set  off  a  buzz  in  real  estate  circles  and 
among  nearby  residents. 

The  home  is  secluded  at  the  end  of  a 
cul-de-sac  in  the  500  block  of  Duncan 
Street  near  Newburg  Street.  It  sits  on  the 
precipice  of  an  oversized  lot  that  provides 
panoramic,  270-degree  views  from  Twin 
Peaks  to  downtown  San  Francisco  to 
across  the  Bay. 

The  three-story  home  has  three  ter¬ 
races,  an  elevator,  skylights,  a  three-car 
garage,  and  a  parking  court  for  six  addi¬ 
tional  vehicles. 

“It’s  the  most  beautiful  house  I’ve  ever 
seen,"  said  Jernigan,  who  moved  in  with  his 
partner.  Andrew  Faulk,  in  mid-October. 
“I  walked  in  and  just  fell  in  love  with  it.’’ 

The  five-bedroom  home  sparked  com¬ 
petition  as  soon  as  it  was  offered  for  sale 
in  September.  "We  had  two  buyers  who 
were  highly  interested  in  it,”  said  Tony 
Oltranti,  a  real  estate  broker  with  Willis 


The  Green  Cross  cannabis  dispensary 
at  3412  22nd  Street  near  Guerrero 
must  find  a  new  home  by  March,  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Appeals  recently 
ruled,  but  that  may  not  be  soon  enough 
for  some  Fair  Oaks  neighbors. 

As  reported  in  the  July/August  2005 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  some  residents  living 
near  the  Green  Cross  began  complaining 
this  past  spring  about  a  rash  of  crimes, 
parking  violations,  and  nuisance  prob¬ 
lems  they  attributed  to  the  pot  club  and  its 
200  to  300  daily  customers. 

"It  seemed  like  things  were  getting  out 
of  control,”  Fair  Oaks  Street  resident 
Veronica  Gaynortold  the  Voice  at  the  time. 
"People  felt  like  they  were  losing  their 
neighborhood." 

After  an. informal  neighborhood  pow¬ 
wow  at  the  Liberties  pub  in  May  and  a 
well-attended  community  meeting  the 
following  month.  District  5  Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty  asked  Zoning  Administra¬ 
tor  Larry  Badiner  to  explore  whether  the 
Green  Cross’ change -of-use  permit  could 
be  suspended  or  revoked.  On  June  10,  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  sus¬ 
pended  the  club’s  permit  on  the  grounds 
that  it  was  creating  “hazardous,  noxious, 
or  offensive”  conditions. 


&  Co.  who  was  the  listing  agent.  “We  got 
a  (signed)  buyer  within  the  week,”  said 
Oltranti. 

Jernigan,  whose  offer  was  $50;000  less 
than  the  seller’s  asking  price,  paid  cash 
for  the  property,  and  the  transaction 
closed  escrow  in  a  mere  17  days.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Oltranti,  “it  would  have  been 
hard  to  accept  anything  but  a  cash  offer,” 
because  there  were  no  similar  homes  in 
Noe  Valley  on  which  to  base  an  appraisal. 

Jernigan,  who  has  lived  in  Diamond 
Heights  or  the  Twin  Peaks  area  since 
moving  from  Boston  in  2000,  said  he  was 
familiar  with  Noe  Valley,  frequently  en¬ 
joying  the  cuisine  of  local  restaurants  and 
shopping  on  24th  Street.  In  November, 
he’d  already  met  “quite  a  few”  of  his 
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Green  Cross  President  Kevin  Reed  re¬ 
fused  to  close,  claiming  that  the  suspen¬ 
sion  order  violated  his  rights  to  due 
process.  But  he  did  implement  several 
measures  to  address  the  neighbors’  con¬ 
cerns,  including,  installing  security  cam¬ 
eras  and  an  upgraded  ventilation  system, 
hiring  a  full-time  guard,  restricting  sales 
to  patrons  who  possessed  valid  patient  ID 
cards  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  and  prohibiting  on-site  smoking 
by  customers  and  staff. 

Gulf  Widens  Between  Two  Sides 

On  July  15,  Badiner  held  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  at  which  more  than  100  people  eager 
to  offer  testimony  packed  two  rooms  at 
City  Hall. 

By  then,  positions  on  both  sides  had 
hardened.  Instead  of  the  quality-of-life  is¬ 
sues  that  had  been  the  focus  of  the  initial 
public  meeting.  Fair  Oaks  residents  now 
accused  the  Green  Cross  and  its  cus¬ 
tomers  of  endangering  their  children.  Res¬ 
idents  described  open  consumption  and 
resale  of  pot  outside  the  dispensary, 
armed  robberies  in  broad  daylight,  and  in¬ 
timidation  of  neighbors  by  hostile  patrons. 

"The  Green  Cross  has  represented  it¬ 
self  as  a  pharmacy,  but  it  seems  more  like 
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Take  a  ‘Noel  Stroll’ 
And  Say  Hi  to  Santa 

By  Laura  McHale  Holland 

Banners  and  bows,  carolers  and  cider, 
and  Santa  and  his  reindeer  are  once 
again  set  to  work  their  holiday  magic  on 
the  neighborhood  this  December. 

Something  new  on  24th  Street  this  year 
is  the  Noel  Stroll,  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
Dec.  10.  from  5  to  9  p.m. 

“We'll  have  Victorian  carolers  going 
up  and  down  the  street,  special  in-store 
promotions,  and  festive  libations.  And  all 
of  the  stores  will  be  staying  open  until  9 
p.m.,”  says  Teresa  Gay,  owner  of  Laco- 
terie.com,  who  is  the  event’s  organizer  for 
the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profes¬ 
sionals  Association.  “The  holidays  can  be 
so  stressful,  we  want  to  help  neighbors 
save  a  little  money  and  time  and  enjoy  the 
Noel  Stroll.  You  know  how  someone  al¬ 
ways  changes  the  Noe  Street  sign  to  Noel 
Street  at  this  time  of  year?  We’re  think¬ 
ing  of  unofficially  changing  our  name  to 
Noel  Valley  for  the  month  of  December,” 
she  says  with  a  laugh. 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  w  hat  you  can  ex¬ 
pect  should  you  visit  “Downtown”  Noe 
Valley  that  evening:  Noe  Valley  Bakery 
will  greet  you  with  a  cup  of  spiced  apple 
cider.  Qoio  will  offer  you  the  store's  first- 
ever  discount:  1 5  percent  off  handcrafted 
jewelry.  The  bead  store  Forbeadin’  will 
host  a  raffle  for  a  free  beading  workshop. 
Global  Exchange  will  serve  holiday 
cookies  and  reduce  prices  by  10  percent 
on  its  entire  stock.  Businesses  such  as 
Castro  Computers  and  Lacoterie.com  and 
others  (with  or  without  storefronts)  will 
sponsor  a  raffle  where  you  can  win  gifts 
and  services.  And  Ambiance  clothing 
store  will  serve  sweets  and  drinks,  offer 
its  own  10  percent  discount,  and  launch  a 
raffle  for  a  $200  gift  certificate. 

Keeping  the  holiday  spirit  rolling,  the 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  will  hold  its  sec¬ 
ond  annual  Caroling  Stroll  on  Friday, 
Dec.  23.  “We’ll  all  meet  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  24th  and  Castro 
streets.  Bring  candles,  flashlights,  kids, 
and  dogs,”  says  Friends  President  Richard 
May.  “We’ll  sing  and  stroll  along  24th 
Street  from  Castro  to  Church  and  end  up 
with  cocoa  and  cookies.” 


Surprising 
Developments  in 
Real  Food  Saga 

Nutraceutical  Acquires 
Building  on  24th  Street,  But 
Company  Loses  NLRB  Case 

By  Li:  Highleyman 

More  than  two  years  after  the  Real 
Food  Company  on  24th  Street 
abruptly  closed  its  doors — and  following 
months  of  legal  wrangling — changes.are 
finally  afoot  in  the  heart  of  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  commercial  district. 

As  Voice  readers  will  recall.  Real 
Food’s  Utah-based  parent  company,  Nu¬ 
traceutical  Corporation  (which  also  does 
business  as  Fresh  Organics,  Inc.),  termi¬ 
nated  30  employees  and  shuttered  the  or¬ 
ganic  grocery  store  on  Aug.  28, 2003,  os¬ 
tensibly  for  the  purpose  of  a  long-overdue 
remodeling.  The  fired  workers  accused 
the  company  of  closing  in  order  to  halt 
their  unionizing  efforts  and  filed  a  law¬ 
suit  with  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  (NLRB). 

While  the  NLRB  took  its  time  reach¬ 
ing  a  decision  this  summer,  Nutraceutical 
and  building  owners  Jane  and  Kimball 
Allen,  who  are  Marin  County  residents, 
fought  a  separate  legal  battle  over  who 
should  pay  for  extensive  repairs  to  the 
storefront  at  3939  24th  Street. 

Building  Changes  Hands 

In  early  November,  the  Allens  sold  the 
building  that  houses  Real  Food  to  Nu¬ 
traceutical.  Although  a  jury  trial  had  been 
scheduled  for  next  spring,  the  legal  action 
was  dismissed  in  its  entirety  on  Nov.  15, 
Jane  Alien  confirmed  the  sale,  but  was 
reluctant  to  provide  details  about  the  le¬ 
gal  settlement. 

“I  don’t  know  what  else  to  say,”  she 
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To  add  to  the  festive  air,  the  Merchants 
Association  will  be  hanging  red  and  sil¬ 
ver  ribbons  on  the  trees  along  24th  Street 
from  Church  to  Castro  streets,  as  well  as 
the  traditional  red-and-green  banners  on 
the  light  poles. 

Old  St.  Nick  will  be  making  not  one, 
but  two  appearances  in  the  neighborhood. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  10,  Santa  will  visit  the 
Bank  of  America  (corner  of  24th  and  Cas¬ 
tro  streets)  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  On  Sat¬ 
urday.  Dec.  17,  he’ll  reappear  with  his 
sidekick,  Rudolph  the  Red-Nosed  Rein¬ 
deer.  at  Zephyr  Realty  (4040  24th  Street) 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Santa’s  helpers  at 
Zephyr  will  be  giving  tykes  free  Polaroid 
pictures  of  their  moment  on  Santa’s  knee. 

Ol  course,  24th  Street  isn’t  just  for  lo¬ 
cals.  Friends  and  family,  and  tourists  from 
as  far  away  as  Bernal  Heights,  are  wel¬ 
come  to  visit  the  neighborhood,  too.  To 
accommodate  those  who  can’t  walk  or 
take  public  transportation  to  Noe  Valley, 
James  Lick  Middle  School,  at  Noe  and 
25th  streets,  is  opening  its  parking  lot  on 
Dec.  3,  10,  17,  and  24.  The  $10  per  day 
parking  fee  will  be  used  entirely  for 
school  programs.  □ 


Green  Cross  Pot  Club  to  Move  by  March 

By  Li:  Highleyman 


I 
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Winter  Break  Time.  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  on  vacation  for  the  month  of  December.  We'll  return  in  January  2006  to  begin  work  on  the  February  issue.  Your  deadline 
for  editorial  submissions  is  Jan.  1 5.  For  display  ads,  you  can  take  up  until  Jan.  20.  Thank  you,  dear  readers  and  advertisers,  for  your  support.  Photo  by  Calvin  Holsclaw 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

-*■'  0 

Greeting  cdr4s  dn4  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  3n 4  get 


On -site  silt:  painter  Usa  it>  tatting  orders  now  for  '{our  Holiday  gifts. 
Stop  b'j  and  discuss  'four  hand  painted  siltt  project. 

3870-  24th  Street 

(Between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 

Open  7  da>fs  and  after  hours  at 
lad'fbuglad'fbug.com 


We  feature  many  lines 
including  these  local  and 
independent  talents 


Baby  .Jak 

Softest  ever  blankets 
Old  School  San  Francisco  Native  t-shirts 

Shouting  Violet 

Note  cards  and  wrapping  paper 

Glug  Baby 

Trendy  children's  t-shirts 

Lisa's  Garden 

Boob,  cards  and  t-shirts 

Spotbear  Productions 

Greeting  cards 
Lotus 

Pampering  products! 
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WHY  GO  DOWNTOWN? 

From  A  to  Z,  everything  you  need  for  cooking,  baking, 
and  gift  giving  is  right  here  in  your  neighborhood! 

Adi-Clad  pots  and  pans  —  from  frying  pans  to  roasting  pans,  and 
everything  in  between.  Bauer  2000  pottery  in  gorgeous  colors. 
Cookie,  cake,  and  cupcake  pans.  Decorating  sprinkles,  food 
coloring,  pastry  bags  and  tips.  Emile  Henry  ceramic  bakeware  and 
serving  pieces.  Food  processors  from  Cuisinart  and  KitchenAid. 
Gifts  for  everyone  on  your  list  who  cooks,  eats,  or  entertains.  Hot 
new  items  —  silicone  bakeware,  bamboo  boards  &  santoku  knives. 
Independent  store  service.  Java  fixins  —  French  presses,  Krups 
coffee  makers,  Illy  coffee.  Knives  from  Global,  Henckels,  Shun, 
Messermeister  &  Wiisthof.  Le  Creuset  and  Staub  enameled  cast  iron 
bakers.  JVJixers  from  KitchenAid  and  Viking.  Nordic  Ware  Bundt 
pans  in  new  shapes.  Olive  oil  from  Stonehouse.  P  illivuyt  French 
porcelain  ramekins,  bakeware,  and  serving  platters.  Quick  knife 
sharpening  —  drop  off  by  Sunday  at  7pm,  pick  up  on  Tuesday  at  11am. 
Rachael  Ray’s  new  cookbook  &  hundreds  of  others.  Shipping  your 
purchases  anywhere  in  the  continental  U.S.  1  eapots  of  all  kinds,  and 

tea  from  Mighty  Leaf  and  Tea  Forte.  Unusually  friendly  staff.  V  ic 

*  *  *  m 

Firth,  William  Bounds  &  more  pepper  mills.  W  ine  glasses  &  barware 
Xochi  tea  towels  &  other  linens.  Y.  ,  because  we  love  to  cook! 
Zojirushi  bread  makers....  It’s  all  here  —  come  check  us  out! 


[Cooks 
i  Boulevard 


1309  Castro  St.  @  24th 

(415)  647-2665 


www.cooksboulevard.com 
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LOVER 

STORNETTA 


Clover  Dairy 

Egg  Nog 

$2.19  $3.99 


Sour  Cream 

16  oz  -re g  2  69 

$2.29 


Clover  Dairy 

Organic  Large 
Broum  Eggs 

Cage-Free  -dozen  -reg  4  19 


$3.79 


Toys  for  Tots 

Please  donate  a  new 
unwrapped  toy  for 
the  Toys  for  Tots  program 
sponsored  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Dept. 

Donation  Bins  at  your  favorite 
Good  Life  Store 

Odwalia  Odwalla 

Fresh  Orange  ]uice 

Gallons 

1 28  oz  -reg  8  99  CC  flA  _  „ 

O .  For  Peace  &  Justice 

— -v*-  On  Earth 

Merry  Christmas 


juice  loi  humans 


Imagine  Foods 

Organic  Broths 


select  varieties 
32  oz  -reg  2  99 


Organic  Soups 


Barbara's 

Cheese  Puffs 


Organic  Milk 

Half  Gallons 
all  varieties 
64  oz  -reg  3  69 

$3.29 


all  flavors 
5-7  oz  -reg  2  29 


Golden  Temple 

Peace  Cereal 

select  varieties 
10/14  oz  -reg  4  29 

$2.99 


Happy  Hanukkah 

p  ji/np  from  the  staff  of 

select  varieties  The  Good  Life  Grocery 

32  oz  -reg  3  59  . _ J  ” 

3  for  $6  sm&nmft 

,-Pd  •  □  GSAM  » Firm  «rw  sr 


2  for  $3 


PeaceV 

CEREAL  1 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Dark  French  Roast 
Coffee  Beans 


Ben  &  Jerry's 

Ice  Cream 

16  oz  -reg  3  89 


Our  Best  Seller! 

16  oz  -reg  6  99 

$5.99  o 


Clover  Dairy 

clover  Whipping  Cream 

$1.69 
•“  $2.99 


New  Hours! 
8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Closed  X-mas  day! 


Mid 

r9K 


2  for  $5 

Lundberg  Farms 

Risotto 

all  varieties 
16  oz  -reg  2.39 

3  for  $5 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


Sale  Prices  effective 
December  1  -  18,  2005 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 


We  do  all  the  work,  you  just  make  the  call. 

You  don't  even  have  to  leave  home  -  we  bring 
everything  to  you! 

Keep  this  ad  for  your  next  project,  or  pass  if  on 
to  a  friend.  We  will  transform  your  ideas  into 
reality. 

COMPLIMENTARY  IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION  &  NEW  CLIENT  SPECIAL 

$100  OFF 

WITH  THIS  RSVP  AD 

Minimum  Purchase:  $500.  Offer  Expires  6/30/05 


INTERIORS 

SM^VI  by  Decorating  Den” 
llliMii  236  W.  Portal  Ave  #526  San  Francisco  CA  94127 

Has  your  home  decor  lost  its  charm? 

Styles  change.  You  change.  Embrace  change! 

Let  us  interpret  who  you  are  into  where  you  live! 


Cheryl  Parrott 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

415.586.8694 

41 5.586.8695  fax 
www.decdens.com/ cparrott 
cherylparrott@decoratingden.com 


spaces 


- - 
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Join  us  in  making  the  holidays 
brighter  for  San  Francisco 

kids  and  families. 


Santa  and  Rudolph  the  Reindeer  will  be  stopping  by  our  Noe  Valley  office  on  24th  Street 
with  candy  canes  for  the  kids,  Saturday,  December  17th,  1 1  am  -  1  pm 

Please  bring  new  toys  (not  gift-wrapped)  for  the 

San  Francisco  Firefighters'  and  Child  Abuse  Council  Toy  Programs  and  non-perishable  food  items 
for  the  San  Francisco  Food  Bank  from  Thanksgiving  to  Christmas. 


ZEPHYR 


REAL  ESTATE 


4040  24th  Street  •  41 5.695.7707 
215  West  Portal  Avenue  •  41 5.731 .5000 
4200  1 7th  Street  •  41 5.552.9500 
318  Brannan  Street  •  41 5.905.0250 

www.zephyrsf.com 
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Kick  Back  and  Relax! 

Bi-Rite  Market  can  help  you 


,ored  <*s 

7X7  MM®1' 


r 


cruise  through  the  Holidays 


We  can  fulfill  all  your  catering  needs.  From  party 
platters  “to  go”  to  full  service  catered  events. 

We  also  offer  personally  designed  baskets  and 
culinary  gifts  for  business  associates,  family  or  friends. 

And  we’ve  got  a  great  selection  of  hand-picked  wines 
from  the  very  affordable  to  the  super  special. 


0 


Check  out  our  catering  menu 
and  gift  brochure  at 
www.biritemarket.com 


Our , 


"ovse-Smoked  x 

Sa'"'°nWas  named' 
°ne  °fthe  "125  Best 

•rungs  to  Eat" by 

San  Francisco 

Magazine 


3639  -  1 8TH  STREET  (btwn  Guerrero  &  Dolores)  •  (415)  241  -9760 


FAMILY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED  SINCE  1964 

Ht-fitTE 


an  eclectic  mix  of  antiques,  collectibles,  gifts, 

vintage  jewelry  and  clothing,  gardenshop 

* 

1605  Church  Street  at  28th  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415-641-8875  •  www.thepickledhutch.com 


consignment  and  estate  services  available 

Proprietor  •  Lisa  Wilson 


Open  Tue.  -  Sun.  11  a.m.  -  6  p. 


p.m. 


^ostSTOPP/mry^ 

Holiday  Season  a 


CHRISTMAS 

and 

New  Year’s  Eve 
2006 


•  Christmas  Ornaments 
•  Christmas  and  Party  Decorations 

•  Gift  Wrapping 

•  Gift  Certificates 
•  Party  Supplies 

•  Balloon  Bouquets  for  All  Occasions 

The  perfect  place  for  ALL  your  Christmas  needs 
and  party  decorations! 

Thanks  to  all  our  Noe  Valley  friends\ 
and  customers  for  supporting  us 
through  the  month  of  October! 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th 
415-824-0414 


s 
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24th/ 7. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle  and  bustle,  you 
won't  find  a  greater  beehive  of  activity  in  the 
City  than  24th  Street  on  a  Saturday  morning: 
the  lure  of  freshly  baked  pastries,  the  buzz  of 
upscale  boutiques,  the  hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready  for  the  day. 

Noe  Valley  wasn't  always  like  this,  but  it's  always 
had  this  sense  of  community  There's  the  fabulous 
weather;  of  course.  The  take-your-breath-away 


views  of  the  City.  And  the  wonderful  Victonans 
in  which  residents  take  pride  and  comfort 

At  Hi::  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people 
find  the  homes  that  help  them  realize  their 
aspirations— -in  Noe  Valley  and  in  ail  of  San 
Francisco— -for  nearly  50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their  homes  too,  when  they've 
been  ready  to  move  on  to  new  dreams,  it's  a 
half-century  of  trust  between  our  agents  and 


clients  that  only  the  values  of  a  family-owned 
business  can  inspire. 

if  you’d  like  more  information  about  24th 
Street  and  Noe  Valley,  or  about  any  other 
neighborhood  in  the  City,  give  us  a  call 
at  415-921-6000.  Or  visit  our  website  at 
www.hiii-co.com. 

Anytime. 


9:37  AM  i  Noe  Valley 


San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

www.hill-co.com 


The  Urban  Nest 

is  hosting  a  holiday  benefit  for 

ROCKET  D OGj0l 
RESCUE 

December  15,  2005 
4:00  p.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 


Santa  will  be  available  for 
pictures  with  doggies  &  kiddies. 
1 00%  of  the  proceeds  from  the 
pictures  go  directly  to  Rocket 
Dog  Rescue  as  well  as  1 0%  of 
all  proceeds  from  the  evening. 
Come  join  us  in  the  festivities. 


3927  24th  Street  ^ 

between  Sanchez  &  Noe  54 

413-341-0116 


Homework  isn't  hard  when  you  have  someone  to  help. 


%  msA 


STEPHEN 


_ MOORE 

Making  even  the  hard  parti  &eem  eady. 

t.  415.621.4695 

stephen@stephenmo6rehomes.com 


■  HILL&CQ 

REAL  ESTATf 


1880  Lombard  Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94123 
www.hilt-co.com 
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Some  Depend  on  Plants  for  Pain 
Relief 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Kim 
Stryker’s  letter  in  the  October  Voice.  I  am 
a  60-year-old  woman  who  has  been  strug¬ 
gling  with  a  spinal  inj ury  for  1 5  years,  and 
cannabis  is  one  component  of  my  pain 
management  strategy.  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
press  *my  appreciation  for  the  Green 
Cross,  where  I  have  always  received 
courteous,  knowledgeable,  and  friendly 
service.  The  staff  members  know  which 
types  work  best  for  muscle  spasms  or  for 
nerve  pain,  and  many  refined  facts  about 
side  effects  so  I  can  choose  a  type  that 
least  affects  my  ability  to  perform  my 
tasks.  And  I  greatly  appreciate  the  fact 
that  the  dispensary  is  within  walking  dis¬ 
tance  of  my  home.  Those  without  chronic 
pain  don’t  seem  to  realize  how  important 
it  is  to  be  able  to  get  to  your  medicine  in 
a  timely  fashion.  The  effort  involved  in 
traveling  to  the  next  closest  one  would 
significantly  worsen  the  pain. 

In  addition,  I  would  question  Stryker's 
statement  that  the  club  has  "driven  out” 
another  business.  This  is  a  serious  alle¬ 
gation.  Businesses  rarely  pull  up  stakes 
for  a  single  reason,  but  if  the  tetter  writer 
knows  that  this  is  the  case,  I  invite  Stryker 
or  the  Voice  to  back  it  up  with  a  statement 
from  the  owner. 

As  for  the  fact  that  there  are  middle 
schools  near  the  club,  it  does  not  offend 
me  that  young  people  would  know  that 
the  sick  sometimes  heal  themselves  with 
plants  that  grow  in  nature  rather  than  with 
pharmaceutical  products. 

Noe  Valley  resident 
(Name  withheld  by  request) 


Let  us  take  you  home 


* 


• 


A 


Robb 


Nuhya  Martina  Eric  f 
YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  SERVICE  TEAM 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers 


Realize  your  long  term  Real  Estate  goals! 
Learn  Innovative  strategies  for  a  changing 
market.  CALL  or  email  to  schedule  your 
complimentary  personalized  consulation. 

415-447-2009 

realestate@amsisf.com 

WVWV.AMSIRES.COM 


You  Have  Nothing  to  Lose  But 
Your  Chains 

Dear  Dogs  of  Noe  Valley: 

I  have  noticed  many  of  you  left  tied  to 
parking  meters,  benches,  trees,  pickup 
beds,  and,  on  one  occasion,  a  car  door 
handle,  outside  eating  and  shopping  es¬ 
tablishments.  I’ve  seen  you  fastened 
sometimes  for  minutes,  sometimes  for 
hours,  while  the  person  you  guard  does 
errands  or  enjoys  a  chat  with  friends,  a 
meal,  or  a  shopping  spree. 

I  know  this  distresses  you.  I  know  this 
from  your  angry,  sad,  and  heart-wrench¬ 
ing  barks  and  whines  that  you  manage  to 
sustain  for  a  very,  very  long  time.  The  short, 
small  comforts  of  strangers  who  pet  you, 
feed  you,  and  give  you  water  are  nothing 
compared  to  the  stress  you  are  under 
while  lashed  by  your  leash  to  a  pole  or  ve¬ 
hicle,  sometimes  in  the  rain  or  direct  sun. 

Consider  revolution. 

When  they  attempt  to  tie  you  up,  bite 
them.  Or,  at  least,  grab  their  ankles  or 
cuffs  and  refuse  to  let  go.  I  know  that  it 
goes  against  your  genetics  and  training  to 
bite  the  hand  that  feeds  you,  but  those 
people  who  ignore  your  pleas  are  doing 
you  harm  and  making  those  of  us  who 
hear  you  angry  at  your  treatment,  as  well 
as  at  the  disruption.  I  suggest  this  revolu¬ 
tion  for  our  mutual  benefit. 

I  would  not  ask  you  to  harm  anyone, 
but  as  your  repertoire  of  communication 
is  limited — whining,  barking,  biting, 
growling,  and  urinating  are  the  only 
methods  available — they  are  often  mis¬ 
interpreted  as  simple  urges  rather  than 
signals.  Even  my  intercession  on  your  be¬ 
half  does  not  lead  to  beneficial  results.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  a  case  of  misunder¬ 
standing,  as  I  have  the  use  of  a  range  of 
words  as  well  as  gestures  to  communicate 
the  urgency  of  these  situations.  Rather,  as 
the  following  examples  show,  I  suspect 
sheer  selfishness. 

One  woman  informed  me  that  not  only 
was  leaving  her  corgi  outside  of  Star- 
bucks  in  a  cold  winter  rain  for  an  hour  be¬ 
ginning  at  6:30  a.m.  on  a  Sunday  a 
healthy  training  method,  but  that  she  had 
a  right  to  let  her  pet  bark,  her  pet  had  the 
right  to  bark,  and  I  had  no  right  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  or  to  complain.  She  finished  by  re¬ 
ferring  to  me  as  a  female  member  of  your 
species,  which  1  took  both  as  a  compli¬ 
ment  and  a  misnomer. 

On  another  occasion,  again  at  an  un¬ 
holy  hour  for  any  but  the  most  agrarian 
Australian  shepherd  with  many  a  sheep  to 
herd  across  a  vast  outback,  a  man  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  particularly  nervous  and  ag¬ 
grieved  terrier  replied  oddly  to  my  sug¬ 
gestion  that  eating  breakfast  while  his  dog 
evinced  distress  was  unkind  and  rude 
with  the  notation  that  he  knew  his  dog 
was  barking.  He  was,  he  pointed  out, 
watching  the  dog  bark.  I  attempted  to  cor¬ 
rect  his  peculiar  notion  that  watching  a 
dog  bark  was  an  appropriate  thing  to  do 
by  telling  him  that  watching  is  not  the 
same  as  hearing  or  addressing  the  bark¬ 
ing.  The  gentleman’s  response  involved 
ordering  another  complete  breakfast  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  hand  gesture  humans  find 
offensive. 

I  give  you  a  third  example  of  three 


dogs  considered  the  property  of  three 
separate  people.  All  the  dogs  were  tied  to 
the  same  parking  meter  while  the  people 
stopped  for  a  drink  or  seven.  A  car  alarm 
went  off  next  to  the  poor  animals  who 
were  already  upset  at  being  left  outside 
for  an  extended  period  of  time.  The  dogs 
began  to  quarrel  amongst  themselves, 
and  the  fight  extended  to  a  passerby  who 
tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  disengage  the 
animals  from  each  other.  Eventually,  the 
pet  owners  emerged  from  the  establish¬ 
ment,  gave  a  hearty  and  useless  command 
to  the  animals — “Stop  it!” — and  reen¬ 
tered  the  bar.  Police  reprimanded  the 
owners  of  the  drinking  establishment  as 
well  as  the  owners  of  the  animals,  who 
waited  nearly  a  full  week  before  repeat¬ 
ing  the  episode. 

So  my  dear  dogs,  the  time  is  right  for 
you  to  declare  your  displeasure  in  no  un¬ 
certain  terms.  Bite,  nip,  nibble,  clip,  or 
grab  those  who  would  leave  you  in  tor¬ 
ment.  There  is  no  need  to  injure  anyone, 
for  this  should  be  a  revolution  of  manner, 
not  of  hierarchy.  We  all  deserve  to  be 
treated  respectfully.  Sometimes  those 
who  walk  upright  and  possess  opposable 
thumbs  must  be  reminded  that  those  traits 
do  not  grant  an  exception  for  rotten  be¬ 
havior  or  allow  anybody  to  thumb  one’s 
nose  at  those  of  us  who  share  geography 
and  society. 

Yours  in  solidarity, 
Mary  McFadden 

An  Appreciative  Canadian  Visitor 

Editor: 

I  just  have  to  put  pen  to  paper  to  let  you 
know  about  a  special  person  working  in 
your  neighborhood. 

I  recently  visited  family  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  from  Canada.  I  have  been  coming 
to  San  Francisco  for  about  14  years  and 
have  enjoyed  every  visit.  But  this  visit 
brought  the  unusual,  the  unexpected. 

I  became  sick  with  a  very  bad  back 
shortly  after  arriving,  and  it  became  so 
bad  that  my  husband  tried  to  track  down 
a  local  chiropractor  to  give  some  relief. 
After  several  unhelpful  responses  from 
other  offices,  he  was  lucky  enough  to 
make.contact  with  Ann  Hood,  whose  of¬ 
fice  is  on  24th  Street.  She  fit  me  into  her 
busy  schedule  the  same  day. 

Not  only  did  she  give  me  much  relief 
in  adjusting  my  back  but  further  sug¬ 
gested  that  I  might  be  developing  shingles 
and  recommended  that  I  attend  an  emer¬ 
gency  clinic.  She  was  correct  in  her  di¬ 
agnosis,  and  I  was  given  the  necessary 
medication  and  am  well  on  the  way  to  re¬ 
covery.  In  the  meantime,  she  went  to  great 
lengths  to  help  in  both  practical  and  emo¬ 
tional  arenas,  even  following  up  with  a 
personal  call  to  ensure  I  had  found  some 
relief. 

How  lucky  you  are  to  have  such  a  car¬ 
ing  and  dedicated  treasure  working  in 
your  community,  and  how  fortunate  for 
me  that  I  found  her. 

I  am  reassured  to  know  that  if  I  should 
have  any  similar  problems  on  my  further 
visits  to  San  Francisco,  I  have  a  kind, 
friendly,  and  competent  person  to  call  on. 

Finally,  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  this 
letter  is  completely  unsolicited. 

Sylvia  Leedham 

Salt  Spring  Island,  British  Columbia, 

Canada 


PROUDLY  SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  FOR  OVER  35  YEARS 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 
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Slam  the  Door  on  Nutraceutical 

Editor: 

As  a  loyal  and  long-term  customer  of 
both  Open  Door  Yoga  and  Real  Food 
Company,  I’ve  witnessed  two  very  distinct 
ways  to  close  a  business.  When  faced 
with  needing  to  close  Open  Door  Yoga, 
owner  Lizzie  Nichols  chose  to  do  so  in  a 
loving,  generous  way.  She  did  that  by 
helping  the  people  impacted  by  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  Open  Door.  She  provided  several 
months’  notice  of  the  closing,  she  assisted 
her  customers  in  finding  new  places  to 
practice  yoga,  and  she  had  the  members 
of  the  Open  Door  Yoga  community  come 
together  one  last  time  to  celebrate  and  say 
goodbye  to  a  very  important  part  of  their 
lives.  Lizzie,  in  effect,  gave  everyone  a 
big  hug  and  wished  them  well. 

By  contrast,  when  faced  with  needing 
to  close  its  business,  Nutraceutical  chose 
to  do  so  in  a  way  that  showed  a  total  dis¬ 
regard  for  the  impact  that  the  store  clos¬ 
ing  would  have  on  anyone  else.  For  in¬ 
stance,  Nutraceutical  gave  no  notice  of 
the  closing  to  its  customers,  and  since 
then  it  has  left  its  building  looking  like  an 
eyesore.  Worst  of  all,  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  many  people’s  attempts  to  work  to¬ 
gether  with  Nutraceutical  to  get  the 
empty-store  situation  resolved  as  soon  as 
possible.  Nutraceutical  also  refused  to 
communicate  with  any  of  the  people  im¬ 
pacted  by  the  closing,  including  Bevan 
Dufty,  our  supervisor. 

So  Nutraceutical,  in  effect,  gave 
everyone  in  Noe  Valley  the  finger,  told 
them  that  their  concerns  were  of  no  con¬ 
sequence,  and  told  them  to  get  lost. 

Most  children  come  to  understand  the 
Golden  Rule.  Most  adults  do,  too.  Lizzie 
treated  her  former  customers  as  all  of  us 
would  like  to  be  treated,  while  Nutraceu¬ 
tical  treated  all  of  its  former  customers  as 
zeros — as  not  being  worth  even  an  iota  of 
a  flickering  of  a  thought. 

1  personally  feel  a  need  to  say  that  this 
sort  of  bad  behavior  is  not  acceptable, 
and,  after  two  years  of  ongoing  bad  be¬ 
havior,  is  not  even  close  to  forgivable,  no 
matter  what  amends  might  be  offered. 

So  when  and  if  Nutraceutical  tries  to 
re-enter  our  community,  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  Nutraceutical’s  bad  behavior, 
with  my  feet  and  with  my  dollars,  by  not 
spending  a  dime  there,  even  if  it  means 
having  to  drive  to  Rainbow  and  even  if  it 
means  only  being  able  to  shop  locally  for 
produce  once  a  week  at  the  farmers’  mar¬ 
ket.  I  hope  others  will  do  the  same  thing, 
because  if  they  do  business  with  Nutra¬ 
ceutical,  then  they  are  voting  their  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  past  two  years’  worth  of  bad 
behavior,  and  supporting  a  bunch  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  can’t  even  muster  a  seventh- 


grader's  understanding  of  what  it  is  to  do 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do 
unto  you. 

John  Friedman 

Those  Mikeytom  Blues 

Editor: 

It  is  always  amusing  and  sad  to  read 
the  continuing  saga  of  the  space  formerly 
occupied  by  Mikeytom  Market  on 
Church  Street.  Now,  according  to  your 
newest  account  [Rumors,  November 
2005],  the  owner  is  trying  to  lease  it 
again,  for  $5,000  a  month,  which  is  ex¬ 
actly  the  sum  that  Mikeytom  offered  in 
the  spring  of  2003,  which  the  owner  re¬ 
jected  because  he  wanted  $7,500  a  month. 

Now,  28  months  later,  the  empty 
building  is  a  daily  reminder  of  how  much 
we  all  miss  a  good  business  and  two  good 
neighbors.  Or,  as  Dylan  said,  "Sure  was 
a  good  idea,  until  greed  got  in  the  way.” 

Larry  Medcalf 

Dolores  Street 

New  York  Times,  Watch  Out 

Editor: 

I  just  have  to  write  to  you  to  tell  you 
how  great  your  cute  little  neighborhood 
paper  is!  I  live  in  Merced  Heights,  but 
your  paper  makes  me  aspire  to  live  in  Noe 
Valley.  Always  thought  “Noe”  was  a 
French  name,  so  was  pleased/surprised  to 
learn  [in  the  November  Kids’  Page,  by 
Laura  McCloskey]  that  the  Valley  is 
named  for  Jose  de  Jesus  Noe.  You  even 
had  a  picture!  And  an  article  about  neigh¬ 
borhood  good  guy  Peter  Gabel  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Street — whose  street  was  named  for 
the  wife  of  John  Meirs  Homer!  Plus,  the 
Voice  in  front  of  the  Eiffel  Tower.  And 
store  and  library  developments  in  Glen 
Park,  and  that's  only  the  beginning. 

I  actually  read  the  Voice  before  I  get  to 
the  New  York  Times.  (1  pick  up  my  issue 
at  meetings  I  attend  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry.)  Thank  you  for  your  great  and 
informative  efforts. 

Jim  Musselman 

Loyal  reader  and  Noe  Valley  aspirant 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Ore-mail  editor@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  (Anony¬ 
mous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may 
be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Owners  Sell  Real 
Food  Building  to 
Utah  Corporation 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  t 

told  the  Voice. 

Nutraceutical  was  equally  reticent 
about  the  deal.  Lawyers  following  the 
case  speculated  that  Nutraceutical  had  the 
upper  hand  in  the  dispute  over  the  build¬ 
ing  repairs,  so  it  was  in  the  Allens’  best 
interests  to  sell. 

Local  activist  Peter  Gabel,  who  has 
spearheaded  efforts  to  hold  Nutraceutical 
accountable  for  what  he  sees  as  the  un¬ 
ethical  treatment  of  its  workers  and  the 
community,  called  the  sale  of  the  build¬ 
ing  “a  bizarre  turn  of  events.” 

“The  sale  is  shocking  in  its  insensitiv¬ 
ity  to  the  worker  injustice  and  community 
harm  that  has  taken  place  in  our  neigh¬ 
borhood,”  said  Gabel.  “An  absentee  land¬ 
lord  and  an  out-of-state  corporation  acted 
together  in  a  way  that  has  been  harmful 
to  the  community.” 

Renovations  Under  Way 

The  sale  removes  a  long-standing 
roadblock  to  the  completion  of  promised 
renovations  to  the  24th  Street  store. 

“Since  the  closure  for  remodel,  our  in¬ 
tent  has  been  to  reopen  a  neighborhood 
natural  food  market  with  the  support  of 
the  local  community  and  city  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,"  Fresh  Organics  Vice  President  Les 
Brown  wrote  in  an  e-mail  message  to  the 
Voice.  “Now  that  we  own  the  building,  we 
will  focus  on  remedying  seismic  and 
structural  issues  first.” 

“Renovations  are  under  way  right  now, 
and  [the  company  is]  looking  forward  to 
reopening  and  being  able  to  provide  the 
quality  organic  produce  that  they  know 
the  neighborhood  wants  and  deserves,” 
added  Stephen  Hirschfeld,  a  Noe  Valley 
attorney  representing  Nutraceutical. 

Given  the  vagaries  of  the  permit 
process.  Brown  said  he  was  unable  to  es¬ 
timate  a  completion  date.  According  to 
the  Department  of -Building  Inspection’s 
web  site,  no  new  permit  applications  for 
the  property  have  been  filed  since  the  sale. 

Mixed  Opinions  on  Reopening 

In  the  opinion  of  some  local  merchants 
and  residents.  Real  Food  can’t  reopen  fast 
enough. 

“There  has  been  a  big  hole  in  that  block 
for  three  holidays  seasons  now,"  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Merchants  and  Professionals  Associ¬ 
ation  President  Carol  Yenne  told  the 
Voice.  “People  who  used  to  come  to  that 
market  and  also  shopped  at  other  stores 
in  the  neighborhood  are  now  going  else¬ 
where.  For  the  sake  of  the  business  com¬ 
munity,  1  hope  this  resolution  means  we’ll 
soon  see  something  opening  in  that  space.” 

But  others  aren’t  so  eager  to  forgive 
and  forget. 

“Nutraceutical’s  bad  behavior  is  not 
acceptable,”  said  local  resident  John  Fried¬ 
man.  “It’s  not  even  close  to  forgivable,  no 


matter  what  amends  might  be  offered.” 

Friedman  plans  to  boycott,  should  Nu¬ 
traceutical  reopen  the  24th  Street  store 
(see  Letters ,  this  page). 

Meanwhile,  District  8  Supervisor  Be¬ 
van  Dufty  is  pressing  Nutraceutical  to 
start  talking  to  the  community. 

“I  have  communicated  to  the  company 
that  it’s  not  in  their  interest  to  continue 
this  freeze,”  Dufty  said.  “Now  that  the 
building  is  in  their  hands,  there  isn’t  an 
excuse  any  longer  for  uncertainty  about 
their  plans.  I  just  hope  sooner  rather  than 
later  they  will  try  to  reach  out  and  repair 
their  relatiopship  with  the  neighborhood.” 

NLRB  Sides  With  Fired  Workers 

On  Nov.  23,  the  NLRB  issued  its  long- 
awaited  decision  in  the  labor  case,  find¬ 
ing  for  the  Real  Food  employees  on 
nearly  all  counts.  The  ruling  was  released 
Wednesday  afternoon  before  the  Thanks¬ 
giving  holiday  weekend,  and  neither  the 
Voice  nor  the  parties  to  the  dispute  had 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  writ¬ 
ten  decision  in  detail  by  press  time. 

“We  won  across  the  board,"  said  ex¬ 
employee  and  plaintiff  Kim  Rohrbach. 
“It’s  certainly  a  welcome  surprise.” 

Based  on  her  conversation  with  NLRB 
attorney  Kathleen  Schneider,  Rohrbach 
said  Administrative  Law  Judge  James 
Kennedy  determined  that  Nutraceutical’s 
firing  of  two  union  organizers,  Mitch 
Genlbt-Josyln  and  Adriel  Ahem,  and  its 
refusal  to  rehire  Rohrbach  at  another  lo¬ 
cation  was  due  to  the  employees’  union¬ 
izing  efforts. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  (Nov.  26),  Judge  Kennedy 
wrote,  in  part,  that  there  were  “a  number 
of  facts  which  appear,  on  their  face  at 
least,  to  suggest  that  [the  store’s]  closure 
was  motivated  by  antiunion  factors  rather 
than  due  to  a  neutral  business  decision.” 

Kennedy  ordered  that  the  terminated 
employees  must  be  awarded  back  pay,  of¬ 
fered  existing  jobs  within  the  company, 
and  given  priority  for  new  jobs  if  and 
when  the  24th  Street  store  reopens. 

Nutraceutical  officials  strongly  dis¬ 
agreed  with  Kennedy’s  ruling. 

“We’re  absolutely  convinced  the  judge 
made  the  wrong  decision,”  Hirschfeld 
said.  “We’re  looking  into  our  options  and 
considering  an  appeal.” 

But  activists  like  Gabel  were  pleased 
with  the  news.  “A company  like  this  can’t 
just  roll  into  town,  break  the  labor  laws, 
disrespect  the  community,  and  use  its 
wealth  to  ignore  our  protest,”  he  said. 
“[The  NLRB. decision]  adds  clout  to  our 
claim  that  Nutraceutical  should  not  re¬ 
open  without  making  real  amends  for  vi¬ 
olating  our  community’s  standards  of  so¬ 
cial  justice  and  basic  human  decency.” 

Gabel  and  other  local  residents  hope  to 
meet  with  Dufty,  the  ex-employees,  and 
Noe  Valley  merchants  to  develop  a  uni¬ 
fied  position  with  regard  to  Nutraceutical. 

“We  want  to  do  what’s  best  for  24th 
Street,  supporting  both  the  values  of  the 
community  and  the  community’s  econ¬ 
omy,"  Gabel  said.  “That’s  the  challenge 
before  us  now.”  □ 
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for  artists  of  all  ages 


3961  24th  Street  Across  From  Bell  Market  415.695.0506 

FINE  ART  SUPPLIES  FOR  ADULTS  AND  CHILDREN 

Congratulations  to  the  6  winners  of  the 
Artsake  Sidewalk  Chalk  Painting  Contest 
and  thanks  to  all  43  participants! 
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Kits  and  Special  Assortments  for  Holiday  Gifts 
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MABEF  Easels  Still  On  Sale  -  A  Perfect  Gift  at  a  Great  Price 
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for  your  favorite  artist! 
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Free  Home  Buying  Seminar 
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buzanne  l-rank 


695-0552x  131 
www.suzannefrank.com 


Jennifer  A.  Kaultmai 


695-0552  x  18 
www.jaksf.cor 


First  and  Third  Saturday  of  Every  Month 
from  1 0:00  am  to  1 2:00  pm 
at  Zephyr  Real  Estate  -  4040  24th  St. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  or  to 
reserve  a  seat  please  call:  695-0552 
and  ask  for  BUYERS  SEMINAR 


Whether  you're  buying  your  first  home  or  looking  to  sell  your  current  home 
and  purchase  a  replacement  property,  we  have  the  systems  in  place  to  make 
the  process  as  simple  as  possible. 
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Retired  Google 
Engineer  Lands 
$5  Million  Spread 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

neighbors,  and  “they’ve  been  very  wel¬ 
coming  and  extremely  friendly,”  he  said. 

The  61 -year-old  software  engineer  is 
delighted  to  have  found  his  Shangri-la — 
a  perfect  place  to  relax  and  enjoy  the  view. 
But  life  hasn’t  always  been  so  comfortable. 

Jemigan  has  spent  almost  30  years  in 
the  tech  field,  and  his  professional  career 
over  the  past  decade  has  been  a  roller¬ 
coaster  ride.  He  lost  one  job  when  the 
company  he  was  working  for  folded  in  the 
early  days  of  the  dot-com  collapse.  He 
joined  another  high-tech  firm — only  to 
get  downsized  10  months  later.  He  was 
out  of  work  for  two  months  before  latch¬ 
ing  on  with  Google  in  2001. 

When  the  start-up  firm  went  public  in 
August  of  last  year,  hundreds  of. Google 
employees  with  sizeable  stock  options 
became  instant  millionaires.  Google's 
stock,  which  first  sold  for  $85  a  share, 
reached  $400  a  share  last  month. 

“I’m  one  of  the  luckiest  people  on  the 
planet,”  said  Jernigan.  “I  stumbled  into  a 
position  at  Google,  and  that  just  changed 
everything.” 

He  began  looking  for  a  home  to  buy 
around  the  time  he  retired  in  June.  He  put 
the  hunt  on  hold  after  initially  failing  to 
find  anything  to  his  liking.  But  his  real  es¬ 
tate  agent,  Jito  Garcia  of  Pacific  Union; 
called  a  few  weeks  later  and  said,  “1  know 
you’re  not  looking  anymore,  but  you’ve 
got  to  take  a  look  at  this.” 

Two  young  architects,  Luke  Ogrydziak 
and  Zoe  Prillinger,  designed  the  home  in 
a  modern  minimalist  style  with  a  lot  of 
classical  finishes.  “We  didn't  want  to  do 
something  that  would  look  dated  in  a 
couple  of  years."  said  Ogrydziak. 

The  home  has  all  the  bells  and  whistles 
one  would  expect  to  find  for  $5  million. 
For  starters,  it's  huge.  It  has  5,689  square 
feet  of  interior  space,  which  is  three  to 
four  times  the  size  of  most  Noe  Valley 
Victorians.  Jemigan  said  he  and  Faulk,  a 
retired  physician,  “hope  to  do  a  lot  of  en¬ 
tertaining,"  and  that  the  space  is  perfect 
for  large  parties. 

With  Delta,  their  cocker  spaniel,  tag¬ 
ging  along,  Jemigan  and  Faulk  gave  the 


Voice  a  tour  of  the  home,  which,  because  of 
the  topography,  is  shaped  like  the  letter  "T,” 
unlike  the  traditional  box-shaped  home. 

The  formal  entry  opens  to  a  solid  glass 
wall  that  leads  to.  a  concrete  garden  with 
three  sculptures:  a  welded  assemblage  of 
auto  parts,  a  lead  cast  of  a  nude  male  torso, 
and  a  metal  tree  (“It’s  the  only  thing  that 
will  grow  in  this  garden,”  quipped  Faulk). 

The  home  was  designed  so  that  views 


are  everywhere,  and  are  especially  dra¬ 
matic  in  several  rooms  with  floor-to-ceil¬ 
ing  windows.  In  particular,  the  living 
room  has  two  mitered-glass  walls  that  al¬ 
low  unobstructed  views  from  the  Marin 
headlands  to  the  East  Bay.  Three  bed¬ 
rooms  on  the  next  level  below'  also  fea¬ 
ture  full-length  glass  walls. 

The  kitchen  includes  two  subzero  re¬ 
frigerators,  two  dishwashers,  countertops 


Andrew  Faulk  and  Frank  Jernigan  (right) 
plan  to  do  a  lot  of  entertaining  in  their 
new  home,  which  sports  stunning  views, 
floor-to-ceiling  windows,  skylights,  an 
elevator,  a  state-of-the-art  kitchen,  a 
three-car  garage,  and  a  parking  court  that 
can  accommodate  up  to  six  more  vehicles. 

Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 

fashioned  from  Carrara  marble  imported 
from  Rome,  and  cabinetry  covered  in  a 
veneer  of  padauk  wood  from  Southeast 
Asia.  And  not  only  does  tongue-in-groove 
white  oak  embellish  the  floors  in  the 
kitchen,  the  dining  room,  and  the  living 
rooms,  the  same  hardwood  covers  the 
ceilings  and  support  beams. 

The  architects  also  chose  Pietra  Serena 
marble  from  Florence  to  create  an  in- 
glenook  for  a  double-sided,  wood-burn¬ 
ing  fireplace.  The  master  bathroom  is  aus¬ 
tere  but  striking,  with  slate-colored 
marble  and  stainless-steel  tub  and  sink. 

Jemigan  said  he  is  still  a  bit  awestruck 
by  his  new  home.  “The  architecture  and 
craftsmanship  of  the  house  was  really  a 
work  of  love  by  all  the  people  participat¬ 
ing  and  creating,”  said  Jemigan.  “It  didn’t 
take  long  for  me  to  know  I  was  in  love 
with  it.”  □ 
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285-5598  call  for  hours 
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Green  Cross  Told 
To  Pack  Its  Bags 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

a  nightclub,”  said  22nd  Street  resident 
Keith  Wesselman.  “To  be  treated  like  Wal- 
green’s,  they  must  act  like  Walgreen ’s.” 

Green  Cross  supporters,  in  turn,  char¬ 
acterized  the  neighbors  as  “NIMBY” 
yuppies  at  best  and  racists  at  worst.  Crime 
and  parking  hassles  are  part  of  city  living, 
several  said,  and  long  predate  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  dispensary. 

Pot  club  supporters  were  particularly 
dismissive  of  complaints  that  children 
were  forced  to  smell  marijuana  when  they 
were  taken  on  school  field  trips  to  the  Lib¬ 
erties.  They  insisted  that  kids  are  no  more 
harmed  by  an  awareness  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  use  medical  cannabis  than  they  are  by 
knowing  that  some  adults  drink  alcohol. 

Zoning  Chief  Seeks  Compromise 

A  month  later,  at  an  Aug.  1 7  Board  of 
Appeals  meeting,  Badiner  asked  that  a 
discussion  of  the  permit  suspension  be 
postponed  to  give  him  more  time  to  col¬ 
lect  public  input.  After  studying  written 
comments  and  receiving  petitions  with 
thousands  of  signatures  from  both  sides, 
he  proposed  a  set  of  recommendations  he 
hoped  might  lead  to  a  workable — if  not 
amicable — coexistence. 

The  list  included  shortening  the  Green 
Cross’  hours  of  operation,  prohibiting 
staff  from  using  medical  cannabis  during 
work  hours,  developing  a  traffic  manage¬ 
ment  plan,  stopping  the  sale  of  T-shirts 
and  other  merchandise,  and  ceasing  use 
of  a  storefront  that  served  as  Reed’s  office. 

Reed  and  his  supporters  charged  that 
the  33  proposed  restrictions  were  too 
“drastic,"  and  that  the  Green  Cross  was 


being  held  to  higher  standards  than  other 
popular  businesses  such  as  bars  and 
restaurants. 

Neighbors — who  by  now  had  formed 
the  Fair  Oaks  Community  Coalition 
(FOCC)  and  hired  an  attorney — were  in 
no  mood  to  compromise.  Reed  was  a  vic¬ 
tim  of  his  own  success,  they  said,  and 
such  a  booming  business  was  not  appro¬ 
priate  for  an  NC-1  neighborhood  com¬ 
mercial  district  intended  to  serve  local 
community  needs.  What’s  more,  they  ar¬ 
gued,  Reed  could  not  control  the  behav¬ 
ior  of  his  more  unruly  customers. 

“[W]e  believe  their  fundamental  busi¬ 
ness  model  is  incompatible  with  our 
neighborhood,”  the  FOCC  wrote  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Badiner. 

While  most  members,  wanted  the 
Green  Cross  to  close  immediately,  the 
group  agreed  the  club  could  remain  open 
for  two  months-*-under  conditions  even 
more  stringent  than  those  suggested  by 
Badiner — while  it  sought  a  new  location. 

‘The  Right  Use  in  the  Wrong  Place’ 

Complicating  the  issue  was  a  city 
moratorium  on  new  medical  cannabis  dis¬ 
pensaries  imposed  by  the  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors  on  March  29  and  later  extended 
through  November.  With  the  moratorium 
in  place,  the  Green  Cross  could  not  sim¬ 
ply  move  to  a  more  suitable  site. 

As  the  Green  Cross  case  wended  its 
way  through  the  appeals  process,  on  Nov. 
15  the  supervisors  adopted  new  legisla¬ 
tion  regulating  marijuana  dispensaries. 
Under  the  ordinance,  introduced  by  Dis¬ 
trict  5  Supervisor  Ross  Mirkarimi  in  June 
and  heavily  amended  during  the  ensuing 
months,  the  35  or  so  existing  dispensaries 
will  have  18  months  to  obtain  permits 
from  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 
Their  applications  (and  those  of  any  new 
medical  marijuana  clubs)  must  also  be 
approved  by  the  Planning  Department. 


The  new  law  prohibits  pot  dispensaries 
from  operating  within  1,000  feet  of  a 
school  or  youth  center — 500  feet  if  the 
dispensary  does  not  allow  marijuana 
smoking  on  site.  Hoping  to  forestall  fur¬ 
ther  clashes  with  neighbors,  Dufty  intro¬ 
duced  an  amendment  preventing  dispen¬ 
saries  from  locating  in  NC- 1  areas.  At  the 
behest  of  District  10  Supervisor  Sophie 

Maxwell,  industrial  areas  were  also  ex- 
* 

eluded.  District  6  Supervisor  Chris  Daly 
carved  out  large  areas  South  of  Market. 
That  left  certain  commercial  districts  lo¬ 
cated  downtown  and  in  parts  of  the  Marina, 
Haight,  Sunset,  and  Richmond  districts. 

At  the  Sept.  2 1  Board  of  Appeals  meet¬ 
ing — which  again  drew  more  than  100 
emotional  supporters  and  opponents  of 
the  Green  Cross — Badiner  and  board 
members  expressed  concern  that  a  permit 
suspension  or  revocation  at  this  stage 
could  hurt  the  Green  Cross’  ability  to  re¬ 
locate  under  the  new  ordinance — thus 
penalizing  one  of  the  few  dispensaries 
that  had  bothered  to  go  through  the  per¬ 
mit  process  in  the  first  place. 

Board  President  Hisashi  Sugaya  char¬ 
acterized  the  Green  Cross  as  “the  right 
use  in  the  wrong  place."  Board  members 
Katharine  Albright  and  Randall  Knox  de¬ 
cried  “NIMBY”  sentiment  in  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  that,  in  Knox’s  words,  had  recently 
become  “more  expensive,  whiter,  and 
more  middle-class.” 

Pot  Club  Looks  for  New  Location 

In  the  end,  all  parties  agreed  that  the 
ideal  solution  would  be  for  the  Green 
Cross  to  relocate.  The  Board  of  Appeals 
voted  to  uphold  the  club’s  suspension,  but 
to  allow  it  to  operate  for  six  months — 
subject  to  Badiner's  conditions — while  it 
sought  a  new  space. 

“I  think  the  board  was  really  fair  in 
what  they  did  to  satisfy  a  large  group  of 
neighbors  and  a  large  group  of  patients,” 


Reed  told  the  media  after  the  hearing.  “I 
think  we  won  here  tonight.  The  neighbors 
also  won.  It  was  a  win  for  everybody.” 

“We  believe  the  [Board  of  Appeals]  got 
it  right,”  the  FOCC  said  in  a  prepared 
statement.  "Noe  Valley  supports  medical 
marijuana,  but  its  neighborhood  com¬ 
mercial  districts  cannot  support  uses  that 
serve  60-70  customers  per  hour.” 

Dufty’s  response  was:  “I’m  hopeful 
that  this  can  be  a  win-win  for  all  sides, 
that  a  more  appropriate  place  can  be 
found  for  the  Green  Cross,  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  can  get  back  to  where  it  was.” 

Although  Dufty  and  Badiner  said  they 
were  eager  to  help  the  Green  Cross  find 
a  new  location,  no  one  pretends  that  the 
search  will  be  easy,  in  light  of  the  strict 
limitations  in  the  supervisors’  new  ordi¬ 
nance. 

“I  want  to  assure  the  neighborhood  res¬ 
idents  that  we  are  working  diligently  to 
find  a  new  home,”  Reed  told  the  Voice. 
“We  have  looked  at  27  locations  and  are 
in  the  process  of  inquiring  about  another 
dozen.  But  thanks  to  the  NIMB  Y-inspired 
location  and  proximity  restrictions,  find¬ 
ing  a  new  location  feels  much  like  find¬ 
ing  a  needle  in  a  haystack.”  □ 


Got  News? 

Are  you  holding  a  food  drive?  Selling 
your  crafts  at  a  holiday  fair?  Staging  a 
local  play  or  concert?  Get  the  word 
out.  Send  your  press  release  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
S.F.,  CA94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
edilor@noevalleyvoice.com .  Please 
include  a  phone  number.  Thanks. 


Barbara  Vickroy 

Interior  Designer 


Renovations  I  New  Construction 

Planning  and  Design  Solutions 
Finish  and  Furniture  Selection 
Working  Drawings  and  Specifications 
Construction  Observation 


t 


tel  /  fax:  415.282.4564  e-mail:  inarch@earthlink.net 


COLDWELL  BANKER 


proudly  presents 


EDWARDIAN  CONDO 

4356  -  23fd  Street 

Two  bedroom,  one  bathroom,  first  floor 
Edwardian  condo.  Prepare  meals  in  the  granite 
countered  kitchen  while  hosting  fun-filled  dinner 
parties  in  the  formal  dining  room.  Comfortable 
living  room,  slate  patio  and  landscaped  garden 
as  well  as  stackable  washer  and  dryer  in  unit. 

Offered  at  $699,000 


DOUG  DEVINE 

415.338.0223 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Specializing  in  Curry 


Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  -  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  —  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Holidays  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


QUEEN  ANNE  VICTORIAN 

988  Guerrero  Street 

Sensational  top  floor  condo.  Featuring  four 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  double  parlor,  huge 
formal  dining  room,  chef's  kitchen  and  one  car 
parking  in  historic  Liberty  Hill  District. 

Offered  at  $950,000 


MARGEL  KAUFMAN 

415.338.0154 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LAKESIDE 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 

415.334.1880 


COLDUJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
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Nomad  Rugs 


natuRAlly  dyed  ruqs 


Debra  Gurriere 


REALTOR® 

YOUR  URBAN  NEIGHBORHOOD 
SPECIALIST 

415.901.2801 

dgurriere@ubayp.com 

urban  bay 

PROPERTIES^ 


Walter's  Heating ,  Ptumbing 
and  Electrical 

@i 

(415)  648-6099 

Residential  and  Commercial 
EUROPEAN  QUALITY  CRAFTSMANSHIP 
Installation,  Maintenance  and  Repair 


New  Leaf  Services 

Professional  organizing 


Need  to  free  up  your  living  and  work  space? 

Want  to  gain  control  of  your  time? 

Call  Margaret  for  a  no -obligation  consultation. 

Phone  650.342.0580  www.newleafservices.com 


Party  Trays  and  Gift  Baskets 


We  send  Gift  Baskets  &  Gourmet  Food  Items  Anywhere 


649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday  -  Friday  10:30  -  6:00,  Saturday  10:30  -  4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 
Try  our  Meatball  or  Italian  Sausage  sandwiches! 


Homemade  Italian  and  Gourmet  Dishes 
Take  it  home  and  just  heat  and  eat! 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday- Friday  6:30  a. m- 3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


tiV-1 


* 


I. 


Celebrate  the  ‘Holidays  with 
Lisa  VioCettol 


‘Your  Source  for  Amazing  Cjifts, 
Accessories  &  fhTome  (Decor 

3932  -  24th  Street  415.341.8442 
Sat  10-7  Sun-fMon  12-5  Due  s-Tri  11-7 


c 


Real  Plumbing 

and  Heating,  Inc. 

www.realplumbing.net 

Residential  & 
Commercial 

CA  LICENSE  #838680 

*  Get  Real! 

COMPLETE  PLUMBING  REPAIR 
DRAIN  &  SEWER  CLEANING 
HEATING  &  FURNACE  REPAIRS 

P.O.  BOX  40400 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94140 

(415)  282-1147 

FAX:  (415)  282-3390 
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A  Stout-Hearted  Woman:  With  the  help  of  the  TV  show  While  You  Were  Out,  Alyson 
Brewer-Hay  surprised  her  husband  Richard  with  a  total  makeover  of  his  unfinished  basement 
brewery  on  Elizabeth  Street  (see  “Before”  shot  below).  "After"  photo  above  by  Ken  Newman 


Born  to  Brew 

Home  Beer  Pub 
Gets  Makeover 
‘While  He  Was  Out’ 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Richard  Brewer-Hay  leads  a  charmed 
life.  Not  only  is  the  31 -year-old 
British-bom  Noe  Valleyan  happily  mar¬ 
ried  to  wife  Alyson  and  gainfully  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  high-tech  world,  but  he  has 
a  sparkling  new  brew  pub  in  his  garage, 
courtesy  of  the  Learning  Channel’s  home- 
makeover  show  While  You  Were  Out. 

The  popular  reality  television  series 
helps  friends  and  family  members  play 
Santa  to  one  another  by  completely  re¬ 
vamping  a  room  in  48  hours  or  less  and 
revealing  the  results  as  a  surprise  at  the 
show’s  end.  Last  spring,  the  show  picked 
as  its  candidate  for  renovation  the 
Brewer-Hays’  self-described  “Elizabeth 
Street  Brewery,”  a  basement-like  room  at 
the  back  of  the  couple's  garage  where 
Richard  had  been  experimenting  with 
brewing  beer  for  two  years. 

For  Alyson,  3 1 ,  the  initial  call  from  the 
show’s  producers  was  as  surprising  as  the 
final  “reveal”  was  for  her  husband.  While 
visiting  the  BBC’s  web  site  one  day  in 
February  2005,  Alyson  saw  a  While  You 
Were  Out  advertisement  calling  for  con¬ 
testants. 

“I  filled  it  all  out  and  clicked  submit 
and  basically  thought  I'd  never  hear  from 
them  again,”  says  Alyson,  whose  maiden 
name  is  Brewer,  by  fortuitous  coinci¬ 
dence. 

She  didn’t  hear  a  thing  for  two  months. 
But  then  the  producers  called  one  day  in 
April  with  a  series  of  follow-up  ques¬ 
tions.  How  big  was  the  project  space? 
What  did  it  look  like?  How  will  you  get 
your  husband  out  of  the  house?  (She  and 
Richard  have  lived  at  the  corner  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  Douglass  streets  for  the  past 
four  years.) 

In  response  to  the  last  question,  luck 
landed  on  Alyson ’s  side.  It  just  so  hap¬ 
pened  that  on  the  August  weekend  the 
show  wanted  to  take  over  the  house,  she 
and  Richard  had  already  made  plans  to  be 
out  of  town.  A  few  days  before  the  sched¬ 
uled  trip,  Alyson  told  her  husband  that  her 
aunt  was  making  a  surprise  visit  to  San 


Francisco  and  perhaps  he  should  take  the 
opportunity  to  go  on  a  boys’  weekend  up 
north  while  she  visited  a  spa  with  her 
aunt.  Richard  took  the  bait. 

But  instead  of  relaxing  on  a  massage 
table,  Alyson  spent  the  weekend  pitching 
in,  as  a  crew  of  20  to  25  transformed  the 
couple's  bare-bones  brewery  into  a  cozy, 
stylish  space  complete  with  English  Tu¬ 
dor  detailing,  pub  tables,  a  lounge  area, 
and  work  and  storage  space  for  her  hus¬ 
band's  hobby.  As  added  touches,  the  pre¬ 


viously  plain  walls  became  muted  orange 
and  teal  blue  in  honor  of  Richard’s 
beloved  Miami  Dolphins,  and  display 
shelves  were  built  to  showcase  beer  bot¬ 
tles.  The  show  also  called  in  the  experts 
from  San  Francisco  Brewcraft  to  create  a 
special  recipe  for  “While  You  Were  Out 
Stout"  and  deliver  its  ingredients. 

On  the  show,  which  aired  Oct.  22,  sus¬ 
pense  mounted  as  the  crew  painted  and 
repainted  the  walls  to  get  just  the  right 
colors,  raced  to  build  and  stain  tables  with 


faux-antique  details,  and  created  hand¬ 
made  fabric  napkins  stamped  with  the 
Elizabeth  Street  Brewery  logo.  With  the 
show’s  huge  truck  parked  out  front,  the 
work  continued  right  up  to  the  last  minute. 

“The  main  crunch  was  [that]  they  had 
to  get  everything  in  here  back  in  the  truck 
and  move  it  so  he  didn’t  see  it;”  Alyson 
explains. 

When  Richard  arrived  home  around  6 
p.m.  on  Sunday  evening,  Alyson  was 
frantic.  She  told  him  that  one  of  his  beer 
fermenters — containers  where  hops  and 
the  beer  brew  are  stored  for  up  to  two 
weeks  at  a  time — had  broken.  Then  she 
rushed  him  down  the  stairs  into  the  pub. 

“I  was  stunned,”  Richard  says  of  the 
moment  he  saw  the  cameras,  crew,  and 
newly  decorated  room. 

For  Richard,  who  began  brewing  beer 
after  the  couple  married  in  2003,  the  pub 
makeover  illustrates  why  he’s  “the  luck¬ 
iest  guy  on  the  planet.”  After  his  surprise, 
he  found  out  that  Alyson  had  told  the 
show’s  producers  she  wanted  to  give  her 
husband  a  beer  sanctuary  to  thank  him  for 
being  so  giving  and  caring  to  his  family 
and  friends. 

“I  love  my  wife!”  Richard  declared  as 
he  surveyed  the  crew’s  work  at  the  end  of 
the  show. 

Along  with  brewing  beer,  Richard  runs 
a  blog  about  the  pub  and  Bay  Area  brew¬ 
eries  and  is  now  developing  podcasts  for 
beer  enthusiasts. 

“When  we  got  married,  someone  told 
me,  ‘Even  though  you’ve  been  together  a 
long  time  and  even  though  you  don’t  have 
any  problems,  it’s  always  nice  to  have  a 
hobby,”’  Richard  says,  grinning.  “This 
hobby  that  I  was  going  to  have  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  my  wife  or  my  job  has 
ended  up  being  both.” 

And  both  the  Brewer-Hays  are  happy 
with  that.  Alyson  has  learned  brewing 
techniques  along  the  way,  and  the  couple 
has  settled  on  four  favorite  recipes  to  per¬ 
fect:  the  ESB  (Extra  Special  Bitter),  Mab- 
hotscha  Brown,  Rams  Red,  and  Sandros 
Stout.  The  last  three  are  named  after 
guides  the  Brewer-Hays  met  on  a  trip  to 
Africa  earlier  this  year. 

Can  things  get  any  better? 

Says  Richard,  “Ultimately,  if  we’re 
completely  honest  with  you,  we  want  to 
open  a  brewery.” 

And  they’ve  got  their  eye  on  Noe  Val¬ 
ley.  □ 


Acupuncture  without  Needles 

Painless  &  Effective 

Erik  Hinshaw,  lac.  415-296-721 
977  Valencia  Street  @  21st 


1414  Castro  Street 
San  Trancisco,  CA  94114 


Home  Staging 
House  'Makeovers 
Color  Consuming 
Interiors 

Cat! for  a  ConsuCtation! 
415.341.8442  staging@HsavioCetto.com 


architecture 
engineering 
interior  design 
landscape  architecture 

for  residential  and  commerical 

vox:  415.  695.  2700 
www.seadotdesign.com 

seadot@pacbell.net 


no  charge  for  first  consuiiation 
permit  expediting  available 
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Design 


■ 

Build 


Remodel 


Spark 

Construction 

171  Lily  Street  |  SF,  CA  94102 
ph415.503.0055 

www.sparkconstruction.com 

Full  Service  Since  1967  |  License#  546094 


and  Stay  in  Shape 
with  Wild  Bill 

"Wild"  Bill's  Conditioning 
&  Exercise  Class 

Mon.  &  Wed.  9:05  -  10:10  AM 
Bethany  Methodist  Church  Hall 
1268  Sanchez  (near  Clipper) 

•  1st  class  is  free  •  Single  class  =  $10 

•  Advance  purchase  of  more 

than  one  class  =  $8.50 

•  Session  (16  classes)  =  $110 

Massage 

Full  body  massage,  aromatherapy 
facial  steam,  and  freshly  baked  bread  $65 

Personal  Training 

$50  per  session 

Over  20  Years  Experience 
Certified  American  College  ot  Sports  Medicine 
Certified  Massage  Therapist 
BS  in  Exercise  Physiology 

Phone  (415)  285-8712 

Email  wildbillsf@aol.com 
Website:  WildBillsf.com 

GIFT 

Certificates 

AVAILABLE 


Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 

- — _  0  " 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best l 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  800  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 

Top  1%  Nationally  suebowie@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 

677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 


Katherine 
Michiels 
School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education, 
creative  shared  play,  and  structured  activities  —  an 
active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  5  YEARS  AND  ELEMENTARY 
Infants  -  Preschool  -  Pre-K  •  Kindergarten  -  1st  through  5th  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  •  Evening  Care  2:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


St.  John  School 

k  925  Chenery  Street 

■  in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K— 8)  *«jj 
I  San  Francisco,  CA  94131  fl 

415  584  8383 

W  www.stjohnseagles.com 
’  Tours  Daily  •  9  a.m.  St  2:30  p.m.  ® 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


John’s 


IN  ItOiNOKW, 


olvemei 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


rates  make  ownership  more  expensive. 

The  October  stats  showed  that  anxious 
buyers  competing  to  get  an  address  in  the 


October  Sets  Record  for 
Million-Dollar  Sales 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Noe  Valley  homebuyers  closed  es¬ 
crow  on  2 1  single-family  properties 
in  October— and  the  sales  marked  the 
first  time  that  Svery  home  sold  during  the 
month  cost  at  least  $1  million. 

“I  think  we  have  a  new  record  here,” 
said  Randall  Kostick,  general  sales  man¬ 
ager  at  Zephyr  Real  Estate.  “Every  single 
property  was  in  excess  of  $1  million. 

The  total  included  a  spectacular  Dun¬ 
can  Street  home  (see  page  1),  which  a 
buyer  purchased  for  $5.3  million,  and  a 
newly  constructed  dwelling  that  co?t  $2.6 
million,  according  to  monthly  sales  data 
Zephyr  provides  to  the  Voice. 

October  sales  bounced  back  strongly 
from  the  previous  month,  when  only  six 
homes  changed  hands.  Twelve  homes 
were  sold  in  October  one  year  ago. 

Kostick  described  Noe  Valley's  real  Es¬ 
tate  market  as  “still  obviously  very 
strong” — even  as  rising  mortgage  interest 


miniums  in  October,  one  more  than  in 
September  and  two  more  than  in  October 
of  last  year.  Buyers  gave  condo  sellers  a 
premium  that  averaged  13  percent  above 
the  asking  price.  The  most  expensive 
condo  was  a  1 ,900-square-foot,  two-bed- 
room,  2  72  -bath  unit  in  the  first  block  of 
High  Street  near  Clipper  Street.  Buyers 
paid  $1.1  million.  □ 


THANK  YOU! 

Please  patronize  and  support  the  many 
local  merchants  who  have  supported 
St.  Paul’s.  Take  a  moment  to  look  at  the 
list  below,  and  when  you  are  in  their  stores 
or  see  individual  donors,  thank  them  for 
their  generosity. 

See  you  next  year! 


2005  Dinner  Dance  and  Auction  Donors 


Accent  on  Flowers 
AcroSports 
Adventure  Cat  Sailing 
Venutures 
Jill  Alcantar 
Alice's  Restaurant 
American  Conservatory 
Theater 
Linda  Annuzzi 
Aquarium  of  the  Bay 
American  Conservatory 
Theater 

Banchero  Family 
Bay  Area  Discovery 
Museum 
Baskin  Robbins 
Beach  Chalet 
Belgano  Choclatier 
Berkeley  Rep  Theater 
Bi-Rite  Market 
Bonfante  Gardens  Family 
Theme  Park 
Bulen  Family 
Shawn  &  Michele  Bulen 
Cache  Creek  Casino 
Cafd  Bello' 

CM  X0 

California  Academy  of 
Sciences 

Chabot  Space  Science 
Center 

Chenery  Park  Restaurant 
Children's  Discovery 
Museum  of  San  Jose 
Children's  Fairyland 
Chloe's  Cafe 
Church  Produce 
Cliff's  Variety 
Club  Latino 
Cole  Hardware 
Diane  Costa 
Sr  Ann  Cronin 
Curves 

deYoung  Museum 
diPietro  Tod  Salon 
Danu  Designs 
Disneyland 


Divisadero  Touchless  Car 
Wash 

Marie  Doherty 
Drewe's  Bros.  Meats 
The  Dubliner 
Duggan  Serra  Mortuary 
Duggan  Welch  Family 
Mary  Edith  Dupuy 
Sally  &  Rosie  Eder 
Ellis  Brooks  Chevrolet 
Hon.  Sean  Elsbernd 
Exploritorium 
Marilyn  Ferrucci 
Fr.  Mario  Farana 
Franciscan  Hobbie 
Firefly  Restaurant 
Forbeadin 
Gallery  of  Jewels 
Tom  Gilleran 
Glen  Park  Dental 
Golden  Gate  Glass  & 
Mirror  Co. 

Goat  Hill  Pizza 
Whoopi  Goldberg 
Granada  Cafe 
Great  Haircuts 
Barbara  Groth 
Hamano  Sushi 
Haystack  Pizza 
Joseph  Heinen  &  Christine 
Sacino 

John  &  Marie  Helms 
Hiller  Aviation  Museum 
Hood  &  Strong  -  Kathy 
Grogan 

ICF  Branch  #44 
Incanto  Restaurant 
Jacqueline's  Hair  Salon 
Joe's  of  Westlake 
Joseph  Schmidt 
Confections 
Maryjane  Kamekona 
Kaufer’s  Religious  Supply 
William  J.  Welch,  Reilly  Co 
Goodwin  &  Scannell 
Sabine  Jennings 
Kaufer's  Religious  Supply 


Dan  Kelly 

D.  Kelly  Construction  Inc. 
Margaret  Kotlanger 
La  Petite  Baleen 
Teresa  Lassaretto 
Beverly  Liberate 
Terrell  Lloyd 
Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room 
Lynn  Antiques 
Malibu  Grande  Prix 
Gerry  Mannion  . 

Mannion  &  Lowe 
Mariachi’s  Restaurant 
Martha  Bros.  Coffee 
Marriott's  Great  America 
Larry  Mazzola  Sr. 

Helen  McKenna 
Men  of  St.  Paul's 
Michael  Manteuffel,  DN 
Mission  Cliffs  Climb  Gym 
Mitchell's  Ice  Cream 
Bell  Moen 
Mollie  Stone’s 
Noe  Valley  Bakery 
Noe  Valley  Cyclery 
Noe  Valley  Video 
Oakland  Athletics 
Marie  O'Connor 
Frank  &  Lois  Noonan 
Katy  O'Shea 

Will  Perez  &  Suarez  Family 
Pasta  Pamadoro 
Linda  Petrini 

Punch  Line  Comedy  Club 
Plumber's  Union,  Local  38 
Raging  Waters,  San  Jose 
Regal  Entertainment  Group 
Regent  Thai  Restaurant 
Howard  Reinstein 
Carolyn  Rouse 
Richard  &  Stephanie  Rugg 
Nicole  Russo 
Round  Table  Pizza 
St.  Paul's  Athletic  Board 
St.  Paul's  Parent  Group 
St.  Paul's  School 


St.  Paul's  School  of 
Religion 

San  Francisco  Giants 
San  Francisco  Symphony 
San  Francisco  Zoological 
Society 

Savor  Restaurant 
Wayne  Schaffnit  &  Paula 
Carretto 

Joseph  Schmidt 
Scoma's  Restaurant 
See's  Candy 

Michelle  &  Alfred  Sekara 
SF  49ers 

Dan  &  Nancy  Shea 
Tim  Shea 
Shorenstein  Hays 
Nederlander  Theaters 
Six  Flags  Magic  Mountain 
Sonia  Hairstyle  Salon 
Sonoma  Train  Town 
Tony  Spiteri 
The  Splendore  Family 
Sports  Basement 
Sterling  Vineyards 
Ron  Squire 
Fran  Strachan 
Joan  Strachan 
Mary  Tan 

Gary  &  Lisa  Taormina 
Tech  Museum  of 
Innovation 

Terra  Mia  Ceramic  Studio 
The  Blue  Plate  Restaurant 
The  Picture  People 
Ron  8  Ruth  Tortorelli 
Tuggey's  Hardware 
Trader  Joe's 
Tyger's  Coffee  Shop 
United  Irish  Cultural 
Center 
Maria  Vela 
Lilia  Walthew 
Whoop  Inc. 

Women  of  St.  Paul’s 
Lisa  Violetto  Designs 


St.  Paul’s  Church 

221  Valley  Street  •  San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  413-648-7538 


Noe  Valley  Home  Sales" 


neighborhood  paid  an  average  1 1  percent 
more  than  the  sellers'  asking  price  and 

Total  Sales  No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

took  only  three  weeks  to  complete  their 
transactions. 

“Three  weeks’  closing,  start  to  finish, 

Single-family  homes 

Oct.  2005  21 

$1,125,000 

$5,300,000 

$1,657,857 

22 

111% 

that’s  pretty  amazing,”  said  Kostick.  “A 

45-  to  60-day  closins  would  be  normal.” 

Sept.  2005  6 

$825,000 

$1,325,000 

$1,103,501 

41 

115% 

Kostick  said  if  the  sales  prices  continue 

Oct.  2004  12 

$800,000 

$2,100,000 

$1,283,833 

28 

1 1 1  % 

to  dwarf  the  list  prices,  Noe  Valley  is  “go¬ 
ing  to  [stay]  a  hot  market.” 

The  $5.3  million  property,  a  newly 

Condominiums 

Oct.  2005  6 

$677,500 

$1,100,000 

• 

$839,083 

23 

•  113% 

constructed  hillside  home  in  the  500 

Sept.  2005  6 

$750,000 

$1,179,000 

$924,167 

15 

1 1 1  % 

block  of  Duncan  Street,  was  an  anomaly. 

Oct.  2004  4 

$580,000 

$1,100,000 

$828,750 

16 

104% 

It  sold  for  $50,000  less  than  the  asking 
price.  The  home  has  five  bedrooms  and 
four  baths  tucked  into  its  5,689  square 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Oct.  2005  5 

$1,150,000 

$1,805,000 

$1,595,800 

31 

118% 

feet  of  living  space. 

Sept.  2005  2 

$1,100,000 

$1,200,007 

$1,150,004 

23 

119% 

The  $2.6  million  runner-up  is  located 
on  a  cul-de-sac  in  the  500  block  of  Valley 

Oct.  2004  8 

$900,000 

$2,100,000 

$1,269,000 

42 

103% 

Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond 
streets.  The  4,000-square-foot  home, 
built  this  year,  has  four  bedrooms,  4 72 

5+-unit  buildings 

Oct.  2005  0 

^ - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

baths,  Jacuzzi,  and  solarium. 

Sept.  2005  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Homebuyers  purchased  six  condo- 

Oct.  2004  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 
Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  (www.zephyrsf.com)  for  supplying  the  data.  NW 12/05 


Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
November  2005 

Average  Rent 
November  2005 

Average  Rent 
October  2005 

Studio 

3 

$  995 -$1,400 

$1,131  /mo. 

$1,082  /  mo. 

1 -bedroom 

14 

$1,250- $1,985 

$1, 513/mo. 

$1,692 /mo. 

2-bedroom 

16 

$1,850-  $3,750 

$2,489  /  mo. 

$2,213 /mo. 

3-bedroom 

9 

$2,750-  $3,850 

$3,378 /mo. 

$3,269 /mo. 

4+-bedroom 

2 

$3,950 -$5,000 

$4,475 /mo. 

— 

**  This  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  of  44  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  www.craigslisl.com 

Oct.  29-Nov.  9.  2005.  The  previous  sample  of  51  listings  was  collected  Oct.  5-12.  tm'  12/05 

Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

•  *  * 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional:  Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
Experienced:  15  years  in  real  estate;  Duke  MBA 
Local:  Noe  Valley  Homeowner 

Competitive:  Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Countrywide. 


Christopher  Baker 

Innovative  Mortgage  | 
Solutions 

415.307.5626 
ChrisB@IMS-Loans.com 
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CAH 


Mediterranean  Specialties 

Homestyle  Cooking  •  Family  Friendly 

BREAKFAST  •  LUNCH  •  DINNER 
TAKE  OUT  •  SMOOTHIES 

Open  Monday  thru  Saturday  9am-9pm 
Sundays  9am-5pm 


3853  24th  Street  @  Vicksburg 
415  282-1213 


May  we  remind  you  that  we  offer  convenience, 
friendly  service,  moderate  prices  and  the  finest 
quality  products. 

Please  support  your  Noe  Valley  neighborhood 
businesses.  Thank  you! 


SchweD 

.  CONSTRUCTION  - 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
Member: 


/  £  % 

“BBB; 


Need  an  Extra  Pair  of 
Hands?  Call  the 
SF  Day  Labor  Program 


}  We  always  have 
O  workers  available  for 
moving,  house 
3  cleaning,  painting, 
gardening  &  more! 


We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  home¬ 
owners  and  businesses  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  or  on-going  jobs. 

Call  during  our  office  hours  to  hire 
workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  - 1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $1 2-$1 5/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 


STilLihe 
BEST  (tome  shop 
in  Son  Francisco. 


Anniversary 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 


We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arkors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wketker  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
kome.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  ligkting, 
maintenance  and  arkorist  services. 

Visit  our  skowroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  415-824-1872. 

LIC  #825875 


M0LLIE  STONE'S 


Tower  Market 

635  Portola  Drive 
(415)  664-1600 


MARKETS 


Grand  Central  Market 

2435  California  Street 
(415)  567-4902 


Your  Local  Grocer  for  Fresh  Meat,  Seafood,  Poultry,  Produce,  Deli  &  Catering 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


PERSONAL,  STEP  BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  ,h  St.  Tel:  415  558-9901 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


n  Decorator  Mirrors  wholesale 
to  the  public. 


-|  Gift  certificates  available. 


Featured  Local  Artists: 


Calixto  Robles 
Otto  Aguilar 


934  Valencia  St.  94110 


Holiday  Bazaar, 

every  weekend  in  December. 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  roundup  pf  crimes  and  other 
police  incidents  in  Noe  Valley.  “Noe  Val¬ 
ley"  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand 
View,  21st,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The 
neighborhood  straddles  two  police  districts: 
Mission  and  Ingleside.  Because  Ingleside's 
statistics  were  unavailable  this  month,  the 
crime  log  for  October  2005  has  been  culled  en¬ 
tirely  from  incident  reports  filed  at  Mission 
Station.  In  other  fyords,  the  list  omits  crimes 
occurring  south  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 

Saturday,  Oct.  1, 2005 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported 
12:01  a.m.,  600  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Sunday,  Oct.  2 

Battery:  Reported  10:40  a.m.,  37(H)  block 
of  26th  Street;  arrest,  booked 
Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  6  p.m., 
Guerrero  and  24th  streets 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
10  p.m..  900  block  of  Dolores  Street 

Monday,  Oct.  3 

Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  6  p.m., 
Sanchez  and  Clipper  streets 

Wednesday,  Oct.  5 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8:20  a.m..  26th  and  Sanchez  streets 

Checks.  Make  or  Pass  Fictitious:  Reported 
9  a.m.,  3600  block  of  21st  Street  ' 

Thursday,  Oct.  6 

Burglary  of  Residence.  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  6  p.m.,  4000  block  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street 

Friday,  Oct.  7 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
4:30  p.m..  Fair  Oaks  and  25th  streets 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8  p.m.,  300  block  of  Liberty  Street 

Saturday,  Oct.  8 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported 

A  New  Sign  of 
Equality: 

National  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Opens  Store  in  Castro 

By  Erin  O  ' Brian! 

The  big  blue-and-yellow  equal  symbol 
at  the  corner  of  19th  and  Castro 
streets  isn't  just  a  sign  for  the  latest  hip 
shop.  The  new  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Action  Center  and  Store  blends  com¬ 
merce,  politics,  and  brand-name  market¬ 
ing  in  what  may  be  the  shiny  new  face  of 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual,  and  transgender 
civil  rights  in  America. 

The  tasteful  center  draws  shoppers  in 
with  Gap-style  jackets,  fuzzy  sweaters, 
funky  jewelry,  and  even  sleek  calcula¬ 
tors — all  sporting  the  HRC  equal-sign 
logo.  The  workers  are  as  clean-cut  and  at¬ 
tractive  as  the  merchandise.  They’re  ea¬ 
ger  to  show  newcomers  the  HRC  web  site 
(www.hrc.org)  and  answer  questions.  Of 
course,  they’re  happy  to  ring  up  sales,  too, 
since  ail  proceeds  go  to  support  the  HRC. 

In  the  back  of  the  space,  fancy  flat- 
screen  computers  and  racks  of  glossy 
brochures  provide  information  and  inspi¬ 
ration  for  those  interested  in  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual,  and  transgender  rights.  There 
are  handbooks,  such  as  "Transgender 
Americans:  A  Handbook  for  Under¬ 
standing,”  and  legal  and  coming-out 
guides,  including  one  specifically  geared 
for  African  Americans. 

It’s  “a  plac%  to  get  people  involved  in 
the  fight  for  equality,  at  both  a  state  and 
national  level,”  explains  communications 
director  Jay  Smith  Brown. 

According  to  its  web  site,  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  was  founded  25  years 
ago  and  is  the  largest  LGBT  rights  group 
in  America.  The  national  organization  is 
headquartered  in  Washington,  D.C., 


1 2:40  p.m.,  Guerrero  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets 

Sunday,  Oct.  9 

Petty  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  7  p.m., 
1200  block  of  Guerrero  Street 

Monday,  Oct.  10 

Missing  Juvenile:  Reported  1 2:30  p.m.,  900 
block  of  Dolores  Street;  located 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  10:30 
p.m.,  600  block  of  Grand  View  Avenue 

Tuesday,  Oct.  1 1 

Sale  of  Marijuana:  Reported  12:24  p.m., 
700  block  of  Castro  Street 

Wednesday,  Oct.  12 

Burglary,  Hot  Prowl,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  6:28  p.m..  600  block  of  Clipper  Street 

Thursday,  Oct.  13 

Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  1 
p.m.,  3900  block  of  25th  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8:25  p.m.,  3600  block  of  21st  Street 

Friday,  Oct.  14 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Forcible  Entry:  Re¬ 
ported  6  p.m.,  4000  block  of  26th  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8  p.m.,  400  block  of  Liberty  Street 

Grand  Theft  of  Property:  Reported  8:30 
p.m.,  3800  block  of  24th  Street 

Saturday,  Oct.  15 

Attempted  Robbery  of  Commercial  Estab¬ 
lishment  with  a  Gun:  Reported  9:15  p.m., 
3700  block  of  24th  Street 
Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  1 1 
p.m.,  24th  and  Guerrero  streets 

Sunday,  Oct.  16 

.  Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  1:30  a.m., 
3700  block  of  22nd  Street 

Reckless  Driving:  Reported  5  p.m..  Church 
and  26th  streets;  arrest,  booked 

Monday,  Oct.  17 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  7:30 
p.m.,  300  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Malicious  Mischief.  Vandalism:  Reported  8 
p.m.,  300  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Wednesday,  Oct.  19 

Possession  of  Narcotics  Paraphernalia:  Re¬ 
ported  4:52  p.m.,  24th  and  Poplar  streets:  ar¬ 
rest,  booked 


where  staffers  lobby  Congress  and  the 
courts  for  a  variety  of  causes.  The  name 
is  a  bit  misleading:  Although  HRC  does 
support  civil  rights  in  general,  the  group's 
focus  is  specifically  on  LGBT  issues. 

These  days,  HRC  is  on  the  front  lines  . 
of  battles  for  same-sex  marriage,  fairness 
in  the  workplace,  immigration  reform,  a 
cure  for  HIV/AIDS,  lesbian  health  re¬ 
search,  and  equality  for  LGBT  people  in 
the  military.  The  organization  also  mon¬ 
itors  judicial  nominees. 

The  Castro  shop,  at  600  Castro  Street 
(phone  43 1  -2200),  is  the  third  action  cen¬ 
ter  HRC  has  opened,  according  to  Brown. 
The  campaign  founded  the  first  in 
Provincetown,  Mass.,  several  years  ago. 
That  was  followed  by  another  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

The  group  was  eager  to  open  up  a  Cas¬ 
tro  District  location,  Brown  says,  because 
the  area  is  the  number-one  travel  destina¬ 
tion  for  LGBT  people.  “It  was  clearly  im¬ 
portant  to  us  to  buy  there,  and  that  loca¬ 
tion  provided  a  great  opportunity  for  us,” 
he  says.  “Given  the  enormous  amount  of 
foot  traffic  from  out-of-towners  in  the 
Castro,  we'll  also  be  making  sure  every¬ 
body  who  crosses  that  door  understands 
how  important  it  is  to  get  involved  how¬ 
ever  they  can." 

The  store  and  action  center  isn't  just  for 
out-of-towners.  HRC  is  working  with 
state  groups,  including  Equality  Califor¬ 
nia,  to  make  sure  visitors  to  the  center 
know  what’s  going  on  in  California. 

HRC  organizers  are  happy.  Brown 
says,  to  have  a  location  in  San  francisco 
because  the  city  is  so  culturally  rich  and 
diverse.  "We’re  really  excited  about  be¬ 
ing  in  the  neighborhood.”  □ 


Thursday,  Oct.  20 

Burglary.  Unlawful  Entry:  Reported  1  a.m., 
400  block  of  Diamond  Street 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  8  a.m.,  3900  block  of  26th  Street 
Strongarm  Robbery  of  a  Commercial  Es¬ 
tablishment,  Malicious  Mischief.  Vandalism: 
Reported  2  p.m.,  3900  block  of  24th  Street;  ar¬ 
rest,  booked 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8  p.m.,  Guerrero  and  25th  streets 

Friday,  Oct.  21 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  3900 
block  of  24th  Street 

Suspicious  Occurrence:  Reported  7:15 
p.m.,  4000  block  of  22nd  Street 

Saturday,  Oct.  22 

Stolen  Automobile:  Reported  1 1  a.m.,  200 
block  of  Chattanooga  Street 
Lost  or  Stolen  License  Plate:  Reported  5 
p.m.,  3600  block  of  21st  Street 

Monday,  Oct.  24 

Violation  of  Restraining  Order:  Reported 
10:23  a.m..  400  block  of  Jersey  Street 
Grand  Theft  form  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
1  p.m.,  Noe  and  23rd  streets 

Tuesday,  Oct.  25 

Burglary  of  Residence,  Unlawful  Entry: 
Reported  1:19  a.m.,  400  block  of  Jersey  Street 
Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
11:15  a.m.,  27th  and  Douglass  streets 

Wednesday,  Oct.  26 

Grand  Theft  from  Locked  Auto:  Reported 
8  p.m..  Church  and  23rd  streets 

Thursday,  Oct.  27 

Traffic  Violation:  Reported  2:42  p.m.,  3700 
block  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street 

Aggravated  Assault  with  a  Deadly  Weapon, 
Traffic  Violation:  Reported  3:29  p.m.,  24th 
and  Guerrero  streets 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
10  p.m.,  4300  block  of  26th  Street 

Friday,  Oct.  28 

Missing  Adult:  Reported  4  p.m..  400  block 
of  Vicksburg  Street 

Saturday,  Oct.  29 

Malicious  Mischief,  Breaking  Windows: 
Reported  1:45  a.m.,  4100  block  of  21st  Street 


Burglary  of  Apartment  House.  Forcible  En¬ 
try:  Reported  7:45  a.m.,  700  block  of  Castro 
Street;  arrest,  booked 

Sunday,  Oct.  30 

Lost  Property:  Reported  6  p.m.,  24th  and 
Castro  streets 

Monday,  Oct.  31 

Robbery,  Bodily  Force:  Reported  9:30 
p.m.,  Castro  and  22nd  streets 

Malicious  Mischief,  Vandalism:  Reported 
10  p.m.,  700  block  of  Castro  Street 

The  Voice  thanks  Police  Officer  Andrew 
Macllrath  for  providing  incident  reports  for 
this  month's  Police  Beat.  The  reports  were 
sorted  by  Voice  staffer  Karol  Barske. 

How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

oe  Valley  residents  and  merchants  J 
are  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  in  both 
the  Mission  and  Ingleside  police  districts. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at 
Ingleside  Station;  1  Sgt.  John  Young 
Lane,  off  the  2000  block  of  San  Jose 
Avenue.  Mission  community  meetings  ' 
are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630 
Valencia  Street  near  1 7th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  or  work 
north  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (within  the 
Mission  Police  District)  may  also  report 
recurring  problems  by  phoning  Mission 
Station  at  558-5400  or  e-mailing  SFPD 
MissionStation@ci.sf.ca.us.  To  report 
anonymously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or  other 
crimes,  call  Mission  Station's  nontrace- 
able  hotline  at  552-4558. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper 
Noe  Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez 
Street — may  contact  Ingleside  Station 
by  calling  404-4000  or  e-mailing 
SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sf.ca.us. 

The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984.  To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Sta¬ 
tion’s  daily  crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail 
Captain  Paul  Chignell  at  PauljChignell 
<2  ci.sf.ca.us. 
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Isa’s  Salon  and  Spa  wishes  to  express  our 
appreciation  for  your  patronage! 


Thank  you  for  giving  us  your  trust.  We  hope 
you’ve  enjoyed  our  services. 

And  thanks  for  supporting  your  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  businesses. 

WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU 


1 40 1  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 

415.641.8948 

San  Francisco.  CA  941  14 
www.isassalon.com 


SUE  GREEN 


DESIGNS 


Interior  Design 

■  Kitchens 

■  Bathrooms 

■  Space  Planning 

548  Alvarado  Street  ■  San  Francisco  94114 

415  695-1360 

email:  sue_green99@hotmail.com 
website:  www.suegreendesigns.com 


Peggy  Handler,  mft 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Deserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$28  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 


Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 

SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  .Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


" Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON.  ILLINOIS 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


24th  Street  Studio/Gallery 

Works  by  Ellen  Into  and  other  artists 
Original  art  work,  reproductions  and  post  cards 
Ellen  Into,  owner  and  artist 
4207  24th  Street  at  Diamond 
415.550.8864 
by  appointment 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


All  shows  8:15  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd 


All  ages  welcome1  •  Call  415-454-5238  for  information  •  A  Project  ol  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian  Church 


Seniors  over  65  and  children  under  12  get  $2  off  advance  ticket  price  at  the  door  only. 


Sat. 
Dec.  17 


We  celebrate  Hanukah  early  with  The  Klez-X 
(formerly  the  San  Francisco  Klezmer  Experience) 

Ramblin  Jack  Elliot 

The  Legendary  Troubador/Storyteller 


Sat. 
Jan. 14 


Sat. 
Jan.  28 


Ray  Manzarek  &  Michael  McClure  with  Larry  Kassin 

Festivities  will  be  recorded  for  an  upcoming  CO 


Tango  No.  9  ^Con  Fusion  Dance  Troupe 


ADVANCE  TICKETS  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 


www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


TAfcWG  JEWELRY 
FURTHER/ 


ARE  YoU 
READY  ?oR  rr? 


5%l  Vz  29-f-h  S-freef 
ST.  915-206-0709 


Quit 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples'*  Groups 

23  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Two  Semices  -  One  Fee 


Attorney 

Prepare,  review  and  analyze 
agreements,  contracts,  escrows, 
mortgages,  leases,  title  issues, 
and  other  real  estate  matters. 

Broker 

Residential  Sales  &  Leasing 
Commercial  Sales  &  Leasing 

For  Listing  Specials: 

wvvw.tsanglaw.com 

Kenneth  B.  Tsang,  Esq. 

(415)  543-3105 


TSANG 

REAL  ESTATE 


-p 
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Let 

BYLINES 

Be 

BYLINES 


Life  in  the 
Stay-at-Home  Lane 

By  Robin  Dutton-Cookslon 

My  life  has  changed  drastically 
since  I  left  a  money-making 
career  to  become  a  starving 
writer  and  full-time  parent.  I  now  dwell 
in  that  cluttered,  sticky  zone  where  my 
worries  center  on  a  quarter  getting 
lodged  in  a  toddler's  windpipe.  • 

And  there  have  been  a  few  other 
changes  as  well. 

Of  course,  the  biggest  blow  has  been 
to  ye  olde  pocketbook.  As  anyohe  who 
has  ever  had  the  pleasure  of  paying  $30 
to  park  for  an  afternoon  at  Fisherman's 
Wharf  knows,  San  Francisco  is  one 
pricey  city. 

Hoarding  cash  for  luxuries,  like 
bananas  and  baby  wipes,  means  that  I 
have  reduced  my  clothing  budget  from 
$200  per  month  to  $200  per  year.  I  now 
buy  clothes  in  bulk  by  going  to  Old 
Navy  twice  annually. 

Each  summer,  I  buy  10  long-sleeved, 
$  10  T-shirts  in  a  variety  of  colors.  By 
the  winter,  these  shirts  have  become 
stained  with  poop,  vomit,  or  some 
unidentifiable  food  schmear.  So  1  go 
back  to  Old  Navy  and  buy  10  short¬ 


sleeved  $10  shirts.  (No,  I  did  not  get  my 
seasons  confused.  Remember,  in  San  ‘ 
Francisco  they  are  reversed.) 

Now  that  I  spend  my  days  inside  my 
own  overpriced,  rented  house,  I  have 
become  a  born-again  artsy-craftsy  person. 

Inspired  by  the  familiar  walls  and 
ratty  furniture  that  my  eyeballs  swear 
they  are  sick  and  tired  of  seeing,  I  have 
enlisted  the  help  of  several  hot  carpen¬ 
ters  from  Trading  Spaces.  At  least,  that 
is  my  excuse  for  indulging  in  my  own 
desperate  housewife  equivalent  of  a 
Fabio  novel  by  TiVo-ing  every  home 
improvement  show  1  can  find. 

Sometimes  I  don’t  shower  until  2 
p.m.  Not  because  I  spend  the  morning 
lounging  about,  sipping  a  mocha  latte, 
and  watching  a  shirt¬ 
less  televised  hunk 
build  a  spice  rack. 

1  am  unwashed 
because  I  am  busy 
playing  chef,  laun¬ 
dress,  nurse,  maid, 
chauffeur,  emcee, 
and  sherpa  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  small  lovable 
person  (i.e.,  my 
daughter,  Grace). 

1  don't  mind  stay¬ 
ing  smelly.  Most 
mornings  I  only  see 
other  parents  in  simi¬ 
lar  states  of  unwash,  ferrying  their  own 
small  lovable  people. 

Another  change:  Sometimes  I  am 
lonely.  I'll  admit  that  I  get  more  than  a 
little  tweaked  for  mature  conversation.  I 
desperately  pounce  on  the  other  poor 
adults  at  the  playground.  And  I  can 
often  be  found  yelling  like  a  maniac 
over  the  back  fence,  annoying  our 
leisurely,  childless  neighbors  who  spend 


their  afternoons  sunbathing.  I'll  talk  to 
the  mail  carrier,  the  UPS  man,  and  the 
nutjob  dog  walker  who  drags  16  slobber¬ 
ing  pooches  up  and  down  Sanchez 
Street. 

Since  staying  home  full-time,  I  see  a 
side  of  the  city  that  most  White-collar  • 
stiffs  miss  while  they  are  tucked  away 
in  their  cubicles.  Who  else  is  out  and 
about?  Other  moms  and  a  few  dads.  In 
case  you  are  wondering,  the  hot  dads 
are  in  the  Castro. 

I  see  garbage  collectors.  Construction  . 
workers.  People  who  have  green  hair 
and  alternative  lifestyles  and  wake  up  at 
noon  for  coffee.  Grad  students.  Work- 
at-home  yuppies  who  take  breaks  to 
powerwalk  with  their  iPods. 

I  have  the  dirt  on 
the  nanny  mafia  that 
rules  my  neighbor¬ 
hood  park.  I  know 
which  caregivers  are  — 
warm,  attentive  saints 
who  guard  over  their 
appointees  better  than 
the  Secret  Service. 

And  I  know  which 
nannies  spend  their 
days  gossiping  in  the 
shaded  corners  of  the 
playground.  Their 
wards  dangle  from  the 
top  of  the  jungle  gym 
by  one  finger  or  else  scream  out,  hyster¬ 
ical  and  abandoned,  from  strollers 
parked  30  yards  away. 

At  the  end  of  the  workday,  Grace  and 
I  often  take  a  short  walk  to  the  end  of 
our  block.  We  sit  on  a  bench  and  watch 
the  J-Church  train  unload  its  chattel. 

Grace  always  posits  the  same  intellec¬ 
tual  query:  "What  man  doing?  What 
woman  doing?", 


They  are  going  home  from  work, 
usually  wearing  an  urban  version  of  , 
business  casual.  Sleek  black  clothes, 
boots,  or  trendy  lace-up  bowling  shoes, 
a  messenger  bag,  a  funky  scarf  knotted 
about  the  neck. 

Grace  and  I  are  wearing  T-shirts, 
hoodies,  and  sneakers  that  sport  more 
colors  than  the  Pride  flag  billowing  over 
the  Castro  bus  stop.  A  froggy  backpack 
dangles  from  my  weary  shoulders.  We 
are  covered  in  dirt,  almond  butter,  and 
crusty  yogurt.  We  usually  stink. 

We  sit  on  the  bench  on  Church  Street 
and  admire  the  hurried  pedestrians, 
busy  on  their  cell  phones  or  Blackber¬ 
ries. 

Oh  yeah,  I  don’t  use  a  Blackberry. 
And  the  cell  phone  is  to  call  Daddy 
from  the  park  to  see  when  he  will  get 
home  so  we  know  when  to  make  dinner. 

Even  though  it  can  be  tough,  I  am 
glad  I  spend  my  days  hanging  around 
the  house.  Life  in  the  stay-at-home  lane 
is  good.  □ 

Robin  Dutton-Cookston  has  lived  on  Cesar 
Chavez  for  two  years.  When  not  chasing  her 
daughter  around  Noe  Valley.  Robin  enjoys 
writing  about  her  parenting  adventures. 

Her  favorite  projects  are  her  parenting  line 
Apron  Strings,  and  her  online  column 
"The  Foggiest  Idea." 


Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  first-person  essays. 
Mail  manuscripts  to  Bylines,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94114.  Or  send  e-mail 
submissions  to  hylines@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  Thanks. 


Each  summer,  I  buy  10 
long-sleeved,  $10  T-shirts  in 
a  variety  of  colors.  By  the 
winter,  these  shirts  have 
become  stained  with  poop, 
vomit,  or  some  unidentifiable 
food  schmear.  So  I  go  back  to 
Old  Navy  and  buy  10  short- 
sleeved  $10  shirts.  (No,  I  did 
not  get  my  seasons  confused. 
Remember,  in  San  Francisco 
they  are  reversed.) 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  •  Since  1975 

Oldest  Sushi  Bar  in  San  Francisco 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  and  Wine 


Chef's  Choice  of  Sushi 


Open  5  to  10  Monday  through  Saturday 


3856  24th  Street  •  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  •  415-282-7989 


*  -Apple  Blossom 

Han^you  for  your 
support  on  our 
1st  Qj ear ! 

V^isft  you 
Happy  Ho  Cidays ! 

)  1303  Castro  st.@24tH  st.  teC  415-401-0602 


520  Church  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (4 1 5)  62 1  -3222  www.parkerguesthouse.com 
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Noe  Valley 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years  -  Reasonable  Prices  -  Senior  Discounts 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 
Modified  Bitumen  -  Shingles  -  Tiles  -  Slate 
Gutters  and  Downspouts  -  Sheet  Metal  -  Skylights 


Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident)  at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

State  License  626953 


w 

hippie 

G  O 

nstrLJotion 

remodeling  .  kitchens .  baths 
(415)  826-9642 

bill@whippleconstructionsf.com 

license  no.  745738 

Salon  &  Spa 


We  Use 
Vidal  Sassoon 
Techniques 

Specializing  in 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning 
and 

Highlights 
&  Lowlights 


415.641.1138 

1360  Church  St.  between  Clipper  and  26th  St. 
Open  6  days  a  week  -  closed  Monday 


www.episodesalon.com 

Getting  Personal  with  your 
hair  is  our  job 


Mention  this  Ad 
for  20%  Off  All  Services 
New  Clients  Only 


www.blissbarsf.com 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 

custom  design,  build  &  installation 


license  no.  802371  415.699.6209 

Member:  CLCA  www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


BLISS  IS  /\  R 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

0  4026  24th  St.  g 
5  415-826-6200 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 


additions  kitchens  baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  ALA.,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 

415.648. 1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


A  Concert  of  Carols 

The  San  Francisco  Choral  Artists  will 
perform  medieval  Christmas  carols  by  a 
variety  of  composers  on  Sunday,  Dec.  1 1 , 
at  4  p.m.,  as  part  of  the  Noe  Valley  Cham¬ 
ber  Music  series.  The  concert  will  include 
Benjamin  Britten’s  Ceremony  of  Carols 
with  harp,  as  well  as  works  by  nine  con¬ 
temporary  composers. 

Two  of  the  new  pieces  are  world  pre¬ 
mieres  by  the  group’s  2005-2006  Com¬ 
posers  in  Residence  program:  Alleluia  by 
Henry  Mollicone  and  Coventry  Carol  by 
ftlaia  Aprahamian.  The  San  Francisco 
Choral  Artists  is  a  24-voice  chamber 
choir  that  has  been  performing  in  the  Bay 
Area  since  1985.  The  choir  is  led  by  Artis¬ 
tic  Director  Magen  Solomon. 

Admission  is  $  1 5  ($  1 2  for  students  and 
seniors).  The  concert  takes  place  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  at  1021  Sanchez 
Street  near  23rd  Street.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  reserve  tickets,  visit 
www.nvcm.org  or  call  648-5236. 

Utilities  Go  Underground 

The  utility  cables  along  several  blocks 
of  Duncan  and  Newburg  streets  in  Noe 
Valley  are  going  underground.  Pacific 
Gas  &  Electric  will  break  ground  in  late 
December  to  begin  the  first  phase  of  the 
project,  which  is  happening  in  designated 
areas  throughout  the  city.  This  part  of  the 
undergrounding  project  will  cover  Dun¬ 
can  Street  between  Noe  and  Douglass 
streets  and  Newburg  Street  between  Cas¬ 
tro  and  Duncan  streets. 

•  PG&E  workers  will  begin  by  con¬ 
structing  the  underground  substructure, 
which  involves  trenching  on  both  sides  of 
the  streets.  The  trenches  will  be  dug  in 
segments  to  minimize  inconvenience. 
That  work  takes  four  to  five  weeks;  the 
total  trenching  and  repaving  will  take  six 
to  eight  months.  The  second  phase  of  the 
undergrounding,  when  the  new  cables  are 
installed  and  the  old  ones  removed,  will 
take  an  additional  four  to  six  months. 
PG&E  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  will  notify  the  property  owners  af¬ 
fected  by  the  project  by  mail  before  con¬ 
struction  begins.  Call  973-5930  for  more 
information. 

Two  Months  of  Odd  Mondays 

The  Odd  Mondays  discussion  series  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  presents  several 
interesting  happenings  during  December 
and  January.  On  Monday,  Dec.  5,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Noe  Valleyans  for  Community 
and  Social  Justice  will  present  a  talk  and 
video  on  Portland  City  Repair,  a  citizen 
volunteer  group  in  Portland,  Ore.  They’ll 
discuss  “intersection  repair,  how  to  start 
a  project,  pocket  parks,  and  public  art,” 
says  organizer  and  NVCSJ  member  Ra¬ 
mon  Sender.  Also  at  the  Dec.  5  event, 
Jane  Martin  of  PlaritSF  will  speak  on  per¬ 
meable  landscaping. 

On  Dec.  19,  city  leaders  Sue  Bierman 
and  Agar  Jaicks  will  give  their  views  on 
“San  Francisco  Politics  and  Human 
Rights,  Then  and  Now.”  On  Jan.  9,  the 
Spiritual  Cinema  Circle  will  present  a 
surprise  movie  with  a  heartwarming  mes¬ 
sage.  And  on  Jan.  23,  the  Odd  Mondays 
series  honors  African-American  women 
with  a  reading  by  Effie  Lee  Morris  from 
Black  Women  Stirring  the  Waters. 

Meetings  begin  at  7  p.m.,  and  admis¬ 
sion  is  free.  The  Ministry’s  address  is  1021 
Sanchez  Street.  For  more  information,  e- 
mail  Sender  at  rabar@mindspring.com. 

No  Pet  Left  Behind 

If  you  want  to  help  homeless  animals 
and  low-income  pet  owners  this  winter, 
the  San  Francisco  SPCA  is  offering  a  new 


program  for  the  philanthropic.  By  donat¬ 
ing  $100,  you  can  underwrite  the  cost  of 
spay  or  neuter  surgery  for  a  shelter  dog  or 
cat,  or  for  the  companion  animal  of  a  low- 
income  or  homeless  person.  The  surgeries 
are  performed  at  the  SPCA’s  Spay/Neuter 
Clinic.  “Spaying  and  neutering  are  really 
essential  for  reducing  the  number  of  un¬ 
wanted  animals  who  end  up  in  shelters,” 
notes  SPCA  dog  trainer  Aishe  Berger. 
The  procedures  also  could  benefit  the  an¬ 
imals’  health  and  behavior.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  contact  Katy  Volz  at  554-3027 
or  Grant  Sun  at  522-3549. 

Kosher  Comedy  for  Christmas 

“Kung  Pao  Kosher  Comedy”  features 
Jewish  comedians  performing  in  a  Chi¬ 
nese  restaurant  during  Christmas.  Now  in 
its  13th  year  (and  celebrating  its  bar/bat 
mitzvah),  the  annual  event  is  billed  as  a 
side-splitting  break  from  Christmas  ma¬ 
nia.  The  show  features  four  Jewish 
comics,  including  headliner  Wendy  Lieb- 
man,  who  has  appeared  on  just  about 
every  comedy  show  known  to  television. 

Come  to  the  early  dinner  shows  for  a 
seven-course  Chinese  banquet  ($60),  or 
attend  a  later  cocktail  show  with  drinks- 
and  egg  rolls  ($40).  According  to  the  or¬ 
ganizers,  all  ages  are  welcome  except 
screaming  babies,  and  while  the  comedy 
is  kosher,  the  food  is  not. 

Showtimes  are  6  p.m.  and  9:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  Dec.  22,  through  Saturday, 
Dec.  24,  and  5  p.m.  and  8:30  p.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Dec.  25.  The  venue  is  the  New  Asia 
Restaurant  at  772  Pacific  Ave.,  between 
Grant  and  Stockton  streets.  For  tickets, 
visit  www.koshercomedy.com  or  call  925- 
275-9005.  For  more  information  about 
the  show,  call  522-3737. 

Demos  Recap  Special  Election 

Democratic  pollster  David  Binder,  a 
political  analyst  with  20  years  of  experi¬ 
ence.  will  present  a  recap  of  the  California 
special  election  at  the  December  meeting 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club. 

Binder’s  topic  will  be  “What  Went 
Right?  Can  We  Do  It  Again?”  (On  Nov. 
8,  a  Democratic  coalition  helped  defeat 
six  measures,  including  four  propositions 
submitted  by  Republican  Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

Binder  has  appeared  as  a  public  opin¬ 
ion  and  political  analyst  for  the  CBS 
Evening  News,  The  News  Hour  with  Jim 
Lehrer,  and  California  This  Week.  He  also 
has  been  a  frequent  commentator  on  lo¬ 
cal  TV  and  radio  broadcasts.  His  clients 
include  political,  government,  labor, 
health  care,  and  nonprofit  organizations, 
as  well  as  business  and  marketing  firms. 
He  also  often  serves  as  an  independent 
monitor  bf  election  trends  and  returns. 

The  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  7,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  For  information,  contact  Rafael 
Mandelman,  Democratic  Club  president, 
at  rafaelmandelman@yahoo.com . 

Sewer  Lids  Make  Sidewalks  Safer 

Nothing  ruins  an  afternoon  stroll  like 
stepping  into  an  uncovered  sewer  vent. 
Unfortunately,  a  rash  of  missing  vent 
covers  around  San  Francisco  is  creating 
a  dangerous  situation  for  pedestrians. 

The  job  of  replacing  the  covers  belongs 
to  the  owners  of  the  property,  not  the  city. 
“Many  times,  property  owners  don’t 
know  that  it  is  their  responsibility  to 
maintain  their  sidewalk... so  the  problem 
lingers  and  we  receive  complaints,"  notes 
city  administrator  Ed  Lee.  DPW  received 
more  than  200  complaints  about  missing 
covers  last  year. 

Replacement  vent  covers  and  frames 
are  available  at  most  hardware  stores  or 
plumbing  supply  retailers.  Property  own¬ 
ers  should  look  at  their  water  bills  for  in¬ 
formation  about  sidewalk  maintenance. 
More  info  is  also  online  at  www.sfdpw.org. 

..  — Erin  O  ' Brian! 


Preparedness  Committee  Gets  Rolling 

By  John  Trinkl 

The  Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee  held  its  first  planning  meeting  Nov. 

22  to  discuss  how  Noe  Valley  residents  can  be  prepared  for  a  major  disaster. 
Witnessing  the  poor  response  to  Hurricane  Katrina  and  knowing  that  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  could  experience  a  major  earthquake  at  any  time,  the  neighborhood  group 
Friends  of  Noe  Valley  spearheaded  the  effort  to  launch  the  new  group. 

“We  welcome  any  individuals  or  organizations  to  join  with  us,”  said  Mindy 
Kershner,  project  manager  of  the  Preparedness  Committee.  “People  can  meet  with 
us  regularly  or  just  get  in  touch  with  us  with  their  interests  and  concerns.” 

The  Committee  is  collecting  existing  emergency  plans  to  see  how  they  fit  to¬ 
gether  and  as  a  basis  for  developing  an  emergency  plan  tailored  to  Noe  Valley. 
The  Committee  will  be  starting  a  public  education  campaign  to  let  people  know 
what  they  can  do  to  be  personally  prepared.  The  group  will  also  be  working  with 
the  San  Francisco  Fire  Department’s  Neighborhood  Emergency  Response  Team 
(NERT),  .which  offers  a  20-hour  training  program  for  volunteers  from  neighbor¬ 
hoods  across  the  city. 

“We  could  be  on  the  brink  of  disaster  in  the  Bay  Area,”  said  Kershner.  “Kat¬ 
rina  made  us  think  that  we  can  do  better,  especially  since  we’re  going  to  face 
something  at  some  point.” 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Preparedness  Committee  will  be  on  Dec.  5.  The  group 
will  also  report  back  to  the  Jan.  12  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (7:30 
p.m.,  St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  Street).  Call  Mindy  Kershner  at  377- 
3890  for  details  or  further  information. 


PALM  SPRINGS? 

Call  on  San  Francisco’s  most 
trusted  Realtor  in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


T  I  I  i  1  f  ■  1 
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1431  Castro 

between  25th  &  Jersey 

550-7577 


Happy 

Holidays! 


Your  Neighborhood  Movie  Store  for  25  Years 

Introducing  Gwen  &  Colin,  New  Owners! 


Hundreds  of  kid  &  family  titles 

A  LARGE  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  SELECTION 

Parenting  and  baby  selections 

OVER  10,000  TITLES  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Knowledgeable  staff  &  recommendations 

WE  LOVE  DOCUMENTARIES! 

You  tell  us  -  we  welcome  your  input 

EXCELLENT  COMMERCIAL  FREE  TELEVISION 

Hard  to  find  titles 

PRE-PAY  AND  SAVE  $8  ON  8  RENTALS 


Classic,  Cold, 
Caffeine  Free, 
Organic  Sodas! 
• 

A  Mouth 
Watering  Array 
of  Candy! 


5  Night  Rentals 
Now  Available 

NEW  SPECIALS: 
Tuesday-Thursday 
5  VHS  5  Nights  $5 

Not  for  New  Release  Titles 


Our  Previously  Viewed  DVDs 
make  Great  Holiday  Gifts! 


n 


We'll  help  you  find  what  you're  looking  for.  Our  goal  is 

TO  MAKE  MOVIE  WATCHING  AS  FUN  AND  CONVENIENT  AS  POSSIBLE. 


magiKnit 

Btion  l+V Ha 


Yarn  +  Instruction  1+lHandknits 

A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 

Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 

3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 

www.imagiknit.com 


HOW  TO  CONTACT 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Editorial 

415-821-3324 

E-mail 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com 

Web  Site 

www.noevalleyvoice.com 
Display.  Advertising 
415-239-1114 

Class  Ads 

See  page  57 

Distribution 

415-752-1726 
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Carol  Robinson,  EA 


Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Writers ,  Artists ,  Photographers ... 

Submit  Your  Work! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wants  your 
submissions  for  the  ImsI  Page. 

The  Last  Page  showcases  a  wide  range  of 
poetry,  fiction,  essays,  artwork,  and 
photography  from  local  writers  and  artists. 

For  Writers:  Manuscripts  should  be  1,500 
words  or  less.  Double-spaced.  Typewritten. 
Or  e-mail:  LastPage@noevalleyvoice.com. 

For  Artists  and  Photographers:  Submit 
photocopies  of  work  only.  We  prefer  work 
originally  done  in  black  &  white. 


Send  submissions  to: 

The  Last  Page,  Noe  Valley  Voice 
1021  Sanchez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Please  include  your  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  e-mail  address. 
Self-addressed,  stamped  envelope 
required  for  a  reply. 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Now  Open 

26th  &  Guerrero  Market 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 

♦  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerreo  Street  at  26th  Street 
415-282-6274 
Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9  pm 
ATM,  Credit  Cards  OK  With  Minimum  Purchase 


?f:r. 


Where  culture  end  hear  come  together 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightener 
Curly  hair  experts  available 

Color  or  Straightener  20%  off 

for  new  clients  only  ;  % 


Open  7  Days 


www.hairplay.com 


cotton  basics 

Great  gifts  for  the  holidays! 


1301  castro  street  (at  24th  street)  415-550-8646 
open  7  days 


Featuring 
bathrobes, 
long 
sleeve 
tee 
shirts 


and  much 
more! 
All  in 
our 
unique 
lesigns 


— 

VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 

ALWAYS  ON  THE  FOREFRONT 

Luis  Gervasi 

REALTOR* 


contact: 

Luis  Gervasi 
415.255.6679 

luis@vanguardsf.com 

800  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 7 
www  vanguardsf.com 


Helping  both  buyers  and  sellers  in  every  market 
Call  me  today  for  your  FREE  market  analysis 
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STORE 

TREK 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  Voice  feature 
profiling  new  stores  and  businesses  in 
Noe  Valley.  This  month  we  introduce  a 
curio  shop,  a  comer  cafe,  and  a  custom 
clothing  store  and  design  studio. . 

Rosa  Goes  Shopping 

I195A  Church  Street  near  24th  Street 

415-826-2189 

With  its  170  square  feet  neatly  packed 
with  vintage  wares,  many  of  which  are 
one  of  a  kind,  Rosa  Goes  Shopping  is 
about  as  far  from  a  Big  Box  store  as  you 
can  get.  Felicia  Weston  opened  the  small 
emporium  in  August,  in  the  space  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  Chatterbox  Gift 
Gallery  on  ChurclfStreet  near  24th  Street. 

“It’s  a  unique  little  spot,  like  a  Paris  at¬ 
elier,  which  translates  to  studio,”  she  says. 

Weston  has  acquired  her  eclectic  in¬ 
ventory  from  estate  sales,  online  auctions, 
local  designers,  and  even  her  own  closets. 
She  also  has  designed  some  items  herself. 
“It’s  a  little  bit  of  this,  a  little  bit  of  that. . . 
everything  from  furniture  to  anything  that 
can  sit  on  top  of  a  table  in  your  home.” 

She  is  particularly  drawn  to  old  French 
and  Italian  porcelain,  "not  so  much  fig¬ 
urines,”  she  says,  “[but]  plates,  dishware, 
and  bowls.  I  love  the  old  gilded-edge 
plates,  things  that  were  beautifully  madeT 
painted,  or  detailed  by  hand.  Most  of 
these  items  I  have  in  stock  right  now  are 
from  the  1920s  and  ’30s.” 

Featured  in  her  current  collection  are 
dinner  plate  sets  ($40  to  $100),  fruit  and 
finger  bowls  ($4),  and  delicate  egg  cups 
($2  to  $40).  Weston  also  has  Italian  glass 
candies  ($6  apiece)  and  an  assortment  of 
vintage  lipstick  holders  ($35  to  $85),  in¬ 
cluding  an  Art  Deco  model  that  is  still  in 
its  original  box.  She  enjoys  the  responses 
the  rare  items  evoke.  “It’s  a  kind  of  dis¬ 
covery  when  someone  comes  in  and  says, 
‘Oh,  I  know  what  those  are!’  It’s  great  to 
have  something  someone  made  long  ago 
that  is  no  longer  being  made.” 

She  stocks  European  ashtrays  and  soap 
dishes,  as  well  as  antique  linens,  but  they 
tend  to  “fly  out  the  door.  I  had  some  lit¬ 
tle  napkins  with  poodles  on  them,  but  not 
for  long.  They  were  the  funniest  things,” 
she  recalls. 

When  it  comes  to  furniture,  Weston 
looks  for  pieces  others  might  pass  up. 
“I’ll  find  something  unique  that  might 
need  a  little  fixing,  something  maybe  just 
a  little  bit  odd,”  says  the  former  architect 
and  industrial  designer. 

Her  stock  in  November  included  a  pale 
pink  set  of  girls’  bedroom  furniture,  com¬ 
plete  with  a  doll’s  high-chair,  priced  at 
$200;  a  Victorian-era  upholstered  bench 
that  was  “half  daybed,  half  bench,” 
$1,900;  a  pair  of  1920  Louis  Vuitton 
chairs  for  $750  each;  and  a  wing-backed 
chair  in  a  floral  pattern  for  $450. 

Among  her  own  designs  on  display  are 
updated  silk  skirts  inspired  by  Chanel  and 
Yves  St.  Laurent  classics  ($350  to  $400). 
She  also  carries  freshwater  pearl  neck¬ 
laces  and  a  variety  of  new  jewelry  made 
with  semiprecious  stones. 

When  foot  traffic  is  slow,  Weston  pulls 
out  her  gouache  paints  (similar  to  water- 
colors)  and  gets  to  work  creating  botani¬ 
cal  scenes.  “I’ve  gotten  more  reaction 
from  [the  paintings]  than  from  the  old 
stuff,”  she  says.  They  sell  for  $250  and  up. 

A  resident  of  North  Beach,  Weston 
mans  the  store  solo  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  12:30  to  5  p.m.,  and  weekends  from 
1 2:30  to  6  p.m.  Not  an  easy  task  for  a  wife 
and  mother  of  three  children,  ages  12,  8, 
and  6.  When  the  store  was  conceived  and 
named,  she  had  a  partner  named  Rosa,  but 
Rosa  went  shopping  elsewhere  on  open¬ 


Felicia  Weston  offers  treasures  from  many 
different  eras  at  her  gift  and  collectibles 
shop  on  Church  Street. 


Bruce  Ponte  will  be  adding  some  new 
salads  and  mini-pizzas  to  the  menu  at  Cafe 
Ponte,  formerly  the  Diamond  Corner  Cafe. 


Designers  Connie  Walkershaw  (left)  and 
Liz  TerboLizard  each  have  their  own 
clothing  lines.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


ing  day.  Down  the  road,  Weston  will 
probably  change  the  store’s  name. 

“I’m  thinking  of  Charybde.  That’s  the 
French  spelling  for  a  ravenous  woman 
from  Greek  mythology  who  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  whirlpool  across  from  the 
rock  Scylla.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Po¬ 
seidon,"  says  Weston.  And  where  did  she 
find  the  name?  In  a  1941  dictionary. 

— Laura  McHale  Holland 

Cafe  Ponte 

751  Diamond  Street  at  24th  Street 

415-282-9551 

www.cafeponte.net 

Approach  the  comer  of  Diamond  and 
24th  streets  around  5:00  in  the  evening, 
and  your  olfactory  nerves  will  be  re¬ 
warded  with  the  fragrances — cinnamon 
in  particular — of  baking  goods,  gratis  the 
Diamond  Corner  Cafe.  In  mid-May, 
.Bruce  Ponte  took  over  the  establishment 
from  Bob  and  Christi  Bennet-Hanes,  who 
owned  it  for  seven  years.  Though  he  has 
remodeled  the  eatery  and  changed  the 
name  to  Cafe  Ponte,  the  new  owner  prom¬ 
ises  that  the  same  mouthwatering  baking 
smells  will  continue  to  greet  you. 

Ponte  decided  to  do  a  renaming  after 
working  with  a  graphic  designer  to  update 
the  cafe’s  logo.  “ Ponte  means  bridge  in 
Italian,”  he  says.  The  designer  suggested 
using  Ponte’s  name  as  the  cafe's  name, 
and  "my  family  liked  its  ring.” 

Ponte  has  kept  many  items  from  the 
cafe’s  old  menu,  and  spiced  it  up  with  a 
few  new  dishes.  Some  staples  from  the 
breakfast  menu  include  oatmeal  with 
honey,  raisins,  and  nuts  ($4.95 )  and  a  frit- 
tata  omelette  sandwich  ($4.95).  For 
lunch,  there  is  an  assortment  of  grilled 
paninis,  cold  sandwiches,  and  green  and 
pasta  salads,  ranging  in  price  from  $5.25 
to  $7.50.  Those  who  love  the  turkey  Wal¬ 
dorf  salad  need  fear  not:  it  is  still  on  the 
menu  at  $5.25  for  a  cup  or  $8.25  for  a 
bowl.  And  Ponte  has  added  a  chicken  cae- 
sar  salad  ($7.50)  and  a  spinach  salad  per 
his  customers’  repeated  requests. 

Healthy  smoothies,  like  the  Sweet  Di¬ 
amond  (mango,  peach,  and  honey)  and 
the  Fruity  Ruby  (strawberry,  blueberries, 
and  orange  juice),  should  please  tho’se 
looking  fora  liquid  meal  ($4.25  to $4.50). 
And  of  course,  there  are  the  cafe’s  main¬ 
stays:  blueberry  and  orange-cranberry  muf¬ 
fins  ($2.50),  a  variety  of  scones  ($2.75), 
and  brownies  and  giant  cookies  ($2.50). 

Almost  all  of  the  baked  goods,  includ¬ 
ing  the  oread,  are  made  onsite  by  Roger 
Medina,  who  has  been  the  cafe’s  baker  for 
10  years.  He  and  Ponte  plan  to  add  some 
mini-pizzas  and  low-fat  items  soon. 
Those  looking  for  libations  other  than  tea, 
coffee,  or  lemonade  can  now  find  beer 
and  wine  as  well. 

As  for  the  remodel,  the  interior  walls 
have  been  painted  in  a  khaki  olive  and 
latte  cream.  Ponte  also  replaced  the  cob¬ 
bled  floor  with  a  laminate.  The  old  floor 


was  difficult  to  clean,  and  it  caused  tables 
to  wobble.  “I  can’t  tell  you  how  many  par¬ 
ents  thanked  me  because  now  they  can  eat 
with  their  kids  and  not  hold  their  glasses 
so  they  don’t  spill,”  says  Ponte. 

The  art  on  the  walls  comes  from  local 
artists,  is  available  for  purchase,  and  ro¬ 
tates  every  six  to  eight  weeks.  And  wire¬ 
less  laptop  users  will  be  happy  to  know 
that  the  cafe  now  sports  wi-fi. 

In  his  previous  life,  Ponte,  47,  worked 
as  a  lawyer,  legal  secretary,  and  patent 
paralegal.  He  has  lived  in  or  around  Noe 
Valley  for  22  years,  for  the  past  1 1  years 
in  Diamond  Heights.  “The  three-minute 
commute  is  awesome,"  Ponte  says  with  a 
smile. 

Cafe  Ponte  is  open  Monday  through 
Friday.  6:30  a.m.  to .8  p.m.;  and  Saturday 
and  Sunday  from  7  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

— Olivia  Boler 

Walkershaw  Clothing 

1400  Castro  Street  at  Jersey  Street 

415-920-1956 

w  w  w.  walkershaw.com 

www.litllizards.com 

It’s  not  technically  a  storefront  because 
Walkershaw  Clothing’s  display  windows 
are  less  than  five  feet  tall,  but  that  didn’t 
deter  designers  Connie  Walkershaw  and 
Liz  TerboLizard  from  setting  up  shop  at 
1400  Castro  Street,  kittycomer  from  Wal- 
green’s  Drug  Store.  In  August,  the  two 
longtime  friends  and  business  partners 
unveiled  their  new  design  studio  and  re¬ 
tail  store  selling  clothes  for  men,  women, 
and  children,  the  bulk  of  which  is  stitched 
on  the  premises.  • 

“Our  retail  area  has  a  Persian  rug  and 
all  sorts  of  luxurious  clothes,  and  lots  of 
mannequins  that  are  dressed  up.  so  we 
have  a  lot  of  display  for  people  to  see,” 
says  Walkershaw,  who  grew  up  in  the 
neighborhood  and  has  been  designing 
and  marketing  clothing  under  her  own  la¬ 
bel  since  1986.  There’s  also  a  workshop 
space  with  a  large  cutting  table  and  eight 
sewing  machines,  and  a  small  lounge  area 
where  the  designers'  two  young  daugh¬ 
ters  (one  apiece)  often  play  and  do  home¬ 
work  after  school. 

Most  of  Walkershaw’s  designs  have  a 
retro  look  and  feel,  and  she  tries  to  keep 
her  prices  affordable.  Blouses  average 
$60,  skirts  $60  to  $80.  and  pants  around 
$80.  Jackets  range  from  $150  to  $200; 
100  percent  wool,  silk-lined  coats  are 


priced  from  $200  to  $300. 

Her  signature  design  is  a  wool  crepe, 
rayon-lined  swing  coat  in  black,  red, 
cobalt,  or  green,  selling  for  $250.  “I  also 
have  matching  father/son  bowling  shirts 
[$35  to  $64],  They’re  the  sort  of  ’50s- 
looking  shirts  that  are  in  fashion  today. 
The  women’s  designs  are  retro  too,  and 
classic.  I  use  a  lot  of  jewel  tones,  like  deep 
red  and  dark  green,  especially  at  this  time 
of  year,  and  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  on  de¬ 
tails  like  buttons  and  cuffs  to  make  it  a  lit¬ 
tle  extra  special,”  she  says. 

TerboLizard,  who  owned  the  popular 
children’s  shop  Lit’l  Lizards  on  24th 
Street  for  many  years,  still  loves  to  create 
clothes  for  tots  and  older  kids.  Her  bright, 
whimsical  designs  lend  a  modem  flair  to 
the  studio.  She  offers  basic  cotton  leg¬ 
gings  and  T-shirts  for  infants  ($16);  cir¬ 
cle  skirts  and  pants  in  various  floral  or 
striped  designs  ($32),  and  fleece  jackets 
with  scalloped  bottoms  and  ribbon  ties, 
for  little  girls  (about  $38). 

TerboLizard,  who  lives  in  the  Mission 
District,  also  has  a  line  called  Tiny 
Tyrants,  which  features  animal  characters 
like  Boli  the  Lizard  and  Skip  the  Frog.  A 
Tiny  Tyrants  layette  set  goes  for  $38. 

Both  designers  are  happy  to  do  custom 
work,  as  well  as  bridal  fashions  and  home 
decor.  And  if  you  have  a  favorite  pair  of 
pants  or  a  shirt  that’s  wearing  out,  they’ll 
make  a  pattern  from  the  garment  and  sew 
you  a  replacement.  They  also  carry  wares 
from  other  local  designers,  including  hats 
by  Lola,  handbags  from  Trisha  McFee, 
and  jewelry  made  by  Stefanie  Walker, 
Walkershaw’s  sister. 

In  addition  to  retail  clothing,  the  duo 
offer  sewing  classes  for  children  and 
adults.  Students  pick  their  own  project, 
ranging  from  making  a  simple  skirt  to  cre¬ 
ating  a  pattern  for  a  new  product.  "There 
is  a  huge  level  of  satisfaction  in  creating 
your  own  clothes,”  says  TerboLizard. 

Classes,  which  cost  $25  per  hour,  are 
held  on  Tuesday  afternoons,  Thursday 
evenings,  and  Saturday  mornings. 

Store  hours  are  Wednesday  through 
Saturday,  10:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  Mon¬ 
day  and  Tuesday  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Also,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  10,  from  10  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.,  the  shop  is  having  a  special 
sale  and  party,  showcasing  winter  over¬ 
coats,  cocktail  dresses,  and  holiday  party 
designs. 

4  — Laura  McHale  Holland 
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Chenery  Park 

restaurant 

Hey  Kids  bring  Mom  And  Dad  to 
Chenery  Pari  kesfauranf  on 
Tuesday  .Nights  For  Family  Night? 

Join  The  CP  Kids  Club  ! 

Come  for  the  Hohday  Fun  and  Decorations! 

Birthday  Parties,  Holiday  Parties,  Catering 

And  More! 

683  Chenery  Street  in  GFen  Pari  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 

www.chenerypark.com 


Bird  &  v/i 
Beckett  /i l\ 
Books 

&  Records 


m 


low  Open 
10  to  7  Sat. -Wed. 
10  to  8  Thurs.-Fri. 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  OF  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckctt.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


Try  the  Hottest 
Drink  in  Town 


<< 


Latte  Art 


»» 


FREE  I  2  oz.  Latte 

with  purchase  of  equal 
or  greater  value 


at  Cafe  Bello 


Cafe  Bello 

2885  Diamond  St.  •  S.F.  •  CA  94 1  3  I  •  4 1 5.585.3457 

Across  from  the  Glen  Park  Bart  Station 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  6:00-6:30  Sat.  7:30-6:00  Sun.  8:00-5:00 


May  not  be  combined  with  other  coupons  or  discounts. 

00 

Original  coupon  must  be  redeemed  at  time  of  purchase. 

c/> 

$ 

One  coupon  per  purchase,  per  offer. 

§.  2885  Diamond  St. 

Void  if  copied,  transferred,  and  where  prohibited  by  law. 

=■  -A- 

Any  other  use  constitutes  fraud.  Not  redeemable  for  cash. 

1  BART  1 

I  CITI  1  * 

Expired  on  January  3 1 . 2006.  Redeemable  after  1  1 :00  a.m. 

1 - 1  CAFE  BELLO 

GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

CENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 

without  the  fear.” 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761  ° 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


M.  B. 
Electric 

(41 5)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


owt  One  'tyeevi  An/nivenMisup 

WITH  TWO  SPECIAL  EVENTS  IN  DECEMBER 


YOUR  STORY  STARTS  HERE  .  .  . 

COME  JOIN  US 
DECEMBER  9  &  16 
FROM  6  TO  9  P.M. 

TASTY  TREATS 

• 

COOL  MUSIC 


654  Chenery  Street  (2  blocks  from  Glen  Park  Bart,  between  Diamond  &  Castro) 

San  Francisco,  California  94131  415.239.7800 


LOCAL  DESIGNERS  SHOWCASING  THEIR  NEWEST  DESIGNS 


(J)  paragraph 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


Serving  San  Francisco’s 
buyers  and  sellers 
since  1984 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 

415.920.8215 

BethKershaw@aol.com 
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NOE  VALLEY’S  MOST  SPECTACULAR  HOME 


We  had  the  distinct  honor  of  representing  the  buyer  of  the  most 
spectacular  home  ever  built  in  Noe  Valley.  This  beautiful  home 
is  a  modern  architectural  masterpiece  and  worthy  of  the  praise 
and  acclaim  it  has  garnered. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  our  clients 

V 

past  and  present  who  have  put  their  faith  in  us.  We  cherish 
each  and  every  one  of  you  and  your  business. 

We  would  also  like  to  wish  our  clients  and  all  the  residents  of 
Noe  Valley  a  prosperous  and  joyous  holiday  season. 


We  invite  you  or  anyone  you  know  who  is  planning  to  buy  or 
sell  real  estate  in  San  Francisco  to  call  us  for  assistance. 


Sincerely, 

The  SellingSF  Team 

Jito  Garcia,  Don  Woolhouse 
Erin  McCoin  and  Rochelle  Williams 


Jito  606.9090  /  Don  971 .7766  /  Erin  370.8874  /  Rochelle  999.5420 
www.SellingSF.com 
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Family  Room  Addition 
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Custom  Kitchens 
Sgmlimic^ion/Pro 
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License  #766125 


SOLUTIONS 
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Bathroom  Update  A  Remodel 
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New  Livingroom  Addition 


Our  Brand  New  Kitchen! 


TTl  III 
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T^tri  Ou/i  tofeene  to  tyowiy 
l^Vttoun^  tycu  tv  1/eAty  tofty?pty  tofoiufaty  Setvwn 

twdtv  Pettceftul  Pew  tyeti/i! 

Our  Team  of  Real  Estate  Professionals: 


Ainslee  TILLBR00K 

David  PENNEBAKER 

Matthew  MCDERMID 

Allison  F0RTINI 

Donna  SULLIVAN 

Michael  RUDMAN 

Ann  CORDOVA 

Emery  BUSHONG 

Myrel  GLICK 

Barbara  GULLION 

Eric  MARTON 

Natalie  PELC 

Beth  KERSHAW 

Ericka  JENNINGS 

Natalie  ROME 

Betty  MICHAEL 

Eve  GRAU 

Pat  CARAPIET 

BJ  DROUBI 

Ginger  KARELS 

Patti  MEDIN 

Bob  WHEELER 

James  WHITE 

Paul  CHRISTOPHER 

Cameron  BAMBERGER 

Jeannine  BARNARD 

Pete  BRANNIGAN 

Carol  BEE 

Jennifer  ROSDAIL 

Robin  HEUER 

Chris  HINDMAN 

Lamisse  DROUBI 

Terry  LEE 

Chrissie  EMMONS 

Lynne  BREI 

Tim  GULLICKSEN 

Christie  Lee  WATSON 

Lynne  JASSEM 

Tom  NORWICK 

David  BAKER 

Marty  SOLIZ 

We  have  a  reputation  around  town, 
and  we’ve  earned  it. 

Best  Listings,  Best  Service,  Best  Prices.  W 


4128  24th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94114  -  415.550.1300  -  www.bjdroubi.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


30 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Let  us  pack  and 
ship  your 

holiday  gifts 

Looking  for  help  with  packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season?  Whether  you’re  sending  one 
special  gift,  or  a  sleigh  full  of  goodies,  Mail 
Boxes  Etc.®  can  make  sure  your  holiday 
packages  are  handled  with  care.  ^ 


Each  MBE  Center  provides  expert 
packing  services  and  complete  shipping 
services.  We  can  ship  fragile,  delicate, 
oversized  or  overweight  items.  We  can 
even  help  you  ship  last-minute  packages 
as  late  as  December  23. 

For  expert  packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season,  depend  on 
Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 


TM 


EMBE 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC. 


Closed  December  26th  &  January  2nd 


hand- 

MADE 

♦  FA  I  R- 

TRADE 

* 


6 


* 


A  NON  PROFIT 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

ORGANIZATION 

SWEATSHOP 

FREE 

GIFTS  YOU  GAN 
FEEL  GOOD 

ABOUT! 

-■  ■-«  % 

4018  24TH  STREET 
AT  NOE 

415-648-8068 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 


We’re  Open 

Monday  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Saturday  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Martha 

^jBros. 


w 

COFFEE  COMPANY 


SINCE  1  9  S  7 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1  166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Try  Our  New 
FAIR  TRADE  Blend 

Custom  Drinks  •  Costum  Teas 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Try  Our  Holiday  Blends! 

Happy  Holidays  to  All 
Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  - Customers 

$1  OFF  ANY 
1  LB.  OF  COFFEE 

(except  those  on  sale) 

December  only,  with  this  ad 


B  4ll 


Appy  Holidays 

from 

SMALL  FRYS 


C*t  us  help  you  with  your  holiday  w . 

Q3e  can  also  wrap  and  strip  for  you. 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley  (415)  648-3954 

Children's  size  0  to  7.  Open  every  day  until  Christmas  Eve 

Rated  as  the  "Best  Children  &  Infant's  Store  in  San  Francisco" 
by  the  San  Francisco  Examiner 

★★★  Star  Rated  "One  of  San  Francisco's  Best"  by  Best  Places  City  Guide 
www.smallfrys.com 
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LAW  OFFICES 

Living  Trusts 

Wills  •  Estate  Planning  •  Probate 


"K4 


0j^’s  GREETINGS 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


1330  Castro  Street 


(415)  641-8687 
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Happy  Holidays  to  our  Noe  Valley  friends  &  customers 
Thank  You  for  Your  Support! 


MEXIC4^ 


^  AT/rs/t  ^ 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  BURRITOS  *  Delicious  Chichem  Mole-*- 
*  Wonderful  Enchiladas  *  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork* 

¥  Cactus  Bdrritrs  ¥  Fantastic  Grilled  Qdesaiiillas  * 
-¥•  Grilled  Seafooii  Specials  * 

Great  Taciis  ¥  Variety  of  Vegetarian  Dishes 

*  New  IUava  Tamales 


6/iecA  i/y  Of//  . .  (ya/'/t  — 
££ar  f/e  A7//\s/  O/f/no// 

*  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 


3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


TUG  GEY'S 


Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 


Denny  Giovannoli 


Merry  Christmas, 
Happy  Holidays  and 
Good  Health  in  the  New  Year 
to  all  our  Noe  Valley 
friends  and  customers 


STAU*V 


Where  quality  and  service  are  the  difference 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  San  Francisco 


•  Best  Wishes  • 

To  All  Our  Loyal  Customers 
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WINNER 

fan  Jranrfec®  Qtynnidr 

Readers’  Choice  Award  -  Best  Real  Estate  Agent 

TOP  PRODUCER 

YOUR  NOE  VALLEY  EXPERT 

Linda  S.Gordon 

REPUTATION  •  RELIABILITY  •  RESULTS 

www.linda-gordon.com 
415-861-5222  ext.380 


email: 

sold@linda-gordon.com 


ERT 


REAL  ESTATE 

555  Castro  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Dear  Linda, 

bringing  my  Noe  Vail  y  result 

Of,0“r  dvo”  serves  <0  other,  Vou 
recommend  yo  .  ,  mR  sure  every 

worked  very,  very  ^  involved  in 

ieta,l  *“  co'®'  „s  completely  and 

this  complicated  p 
expertly  handled. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Will  King^ _ _ 

ever  worked  with. 

H^uI'lfutSrCItronicfcaowtav 

Stf  ,  ,t  tfu.  6cst  realtor,  we  tta* 
ymt  sSouU  6e  voted  the  Best  Realtor 

of  the  Decade! 

Sincerefy, 

jan  &  Reg  Ofrlssett 


Dedicated  to  supporting  charities. 

From  each  sale  I  donate  a  portion  to  Alzheimer’s 
research  and  to  breast  &  ovarian  cancer  research. 

LET’S  FIND  A  CURE! 


SOLD 

$1,354,000 


SOLD 

$1,350,000 


SOLD 

$1,500,000 


ir 


Hi 


Noe  Valley  Charmer! 

Spectacular  2  Bedroom  / 1  Bath 
Home.  Chef's  Kitchen.  2  Car  Parking. 


Stunning  Eureka  Valley  Home! 
Panoramic  Views.  3  Bedrooms  / 
2  Baths.  2  Car  Parking. 


I 


1  / 
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Eureka  Valley  Custom  View  Home! 
Breathtaking  Views.  3  Bedrooms  / 
2  Baths.  2  Car  Parking. 


$264,000 
OVER  ASKING 


$155,000 
OVER  ASKING 


$105,000 
OVER  ASKING 


The  Best  of  Everything. ..Noe  Valley 
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Come  Vint  Your 

Friendly  Neighborhood  Shoe  Store 

Since  1977 


Dansko 


Rieker 


Converse 


Cydwoq 


John  Fluevog 


Bacco  Bucci 


Josef  Sieibei 


Franco  Sarto 


Santana 


Clarks 


Blundstone 


ASTW'S  SU©ES 

for  Men  and  Women 

The  funon  offtyle  and 
at  an  affordable  f 

3909  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415.282.7400 

www.astridsrabatshoes.com 


com 


11  -  6:30  Monday  through  Friday  ■  10  -  6:30  Saturday  -11-6  Sunday 


SKIP  THE  TRIP  DOWNTOWN 


Featuring 


Featuring 


Come  Vint  Yo 

Friendly  Neighborhood 

Since  1977 


Rieker 


Cydwoq 


Josef  Sieibei 


Santana 


Blundstone 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  and  Breakfast 

1186  Noe  Street 

We  wish  to  thank  our  friends  and  neighbors  for  their 
business  in  2005.  We  wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year.  -  Dave  Cannata  &  Ginger  Karels 


astw's  r 


for  Men  and  Women 

The  funon  offtyle  and 
at  an  affordable  f  \ 

3909  24th  Street  at  Sanche 

San  Francisco,  CA 

415.282.7400 

www.astridsrabatshoes.com 


for  reservations  call  (415)  - 

Ginger  Karels 


www.hidden-cottage.com 


of  B.J.  Droubi  &  Co.  wishes  to  thank 
Pete  and  Jackie  Zuger,  A1  Benus  and  Wendy,  Roseanne  O'Connor, 
Jennifer,  Betty,  Jonathan  and  Peggy  Wu,  and  all  her  real  estate 
clients  over  the  past  28  years  for  their  trust  and  business. 
Mahalo!  I  invite  my  neighbors  to  call  me  with 

THEIR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS. 

4128  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  noe@aol.com 

415-550-1300  extension  217 


11  -  6:30  Monday  through  Friday  10  -  6:30 
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Tea  Room 

& 


Pizza 

Restaurant 


Fine  Italian  Cuisine 

Where  Great  Friends  Meet  and  Eat  -  A  Family  Tradition  Since  1972 


Dine  in,  use  our  Free  Delivery  or 
Call  ahead  to  pick  up! 


415-647-1929 

Now  you  can  order  online  -  www.haystackpizza.com 
Open  Sunday  -Thursday  - 11:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 

Friday  &  Saturday  -  11:30  a.m.  until  Midnight 

3881  24th  Street  between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg 


HANDMADE  PIZZA  TO  ORDER! 


n 

J8i 


Give  the  Gift  of  TEA  Time! 

Visit  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room  &  Lovejoy’s  Attic  fora 
variety  of  unique  gift  ideas.  We  also  offer  gift  certificates 
to  make  your  holiday  shopping  easy! 

1351  Church  Street 

at  Clipper  • 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
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Happy  Holiday Noe  Valley 


INVESTMENTS  &  SERVICES 


At  Edward  Jones,  all  of  our  energy  and  resources  are  dedicated  to  helping  you  -  the  individual  investor  -  achieve  your  long-term 
financial  goals.  In  order  to  do  that,  we  take  a  measured  approach  to  investing.  We  strive  to  recommend  investments  that  we  believe 
will  perform  well  over  the  long  term.  It’s  about  more  than  just  investing  money  -  you  have  responsibilities  and  the  desire  to  provide 
for  loved  ones.  We  work  and  live  in  your  community  so  we  can  provide  personal  service  and  recommendations  specifically  for  you. 


Annuities 

Fixed  Annuities 
Immediate  Annuities 
Variable  Annuities 

Banking  Services 

Cash  Management  Programs 

Checkwriting  and  Debit  Cards 

Credit  Card  with  Rewards 

Direct  Deposit 

Money  Market  Funds 

Mortgages  and  Home  Equity 
Financing1 

Online  Bill  Payment 
Personal  Lines  of  Credit 

Business  Retirement  Plans 

401(k)  Plans 
403(b)  Plans 
457(b)  Plans 
Defined  Benefit  Plans 
Profit-Sharing 
SEP  IRAs 
SIMPLE  IRAs 

Education  Savings 

529  Plans 

Coverdell  Education  Savings 
Accounts 


Equity  Investments 

Common  Stocks 

Stock  Unit 
Investment  Trusts 

Equity  Research 


Estate  Planning 
and  Trust  Services 


Financial  Calculators 

College  Planning 
Cost  Basis 
Estate  Planning 
Insurance  Needs 
Retirement  Planning 
Tax  Estimators 

Fixed-income 

Investments 

Bond  Unit 
Investment  Trusts 

Bonds 

-  Corporate 

-  Government 

-  Government  sponsored 
enterprise 

-  Mortgage-backed 
Securities 

-  Municipal 

-  Zero  Coupon 
Certificates  of  Deposit 


Individual 
Retirement  Plans 

Individual  Retirement 
Accounts  (IRAs) 

Roth  (IRAs) 


Insurance 

Long-term  Care 
Long-term  Disability 
Medicare  Supplement 
Permanent  Life 
Term  Life 

Investment  Banking 

Investor  Education 
Programs 

Managed  Asset 
Accounts 

Mutual  Funds 

Online  Account  Access 

Personal  Financial 
Organizer 

Portfolio  and 
Retirement  Plan  Reviews 

Retirement  Plan  Rollovers 
and  Consolidation 

Systematic  Investing ' 

Dividend  and  Income 
Reinvestment 

Dollar  Cost  Averaging 


"Highest  in  Investor  Satisfaction  With  EuIL-Service  Brokerage  Firms” _ 

J.D.  Power  and  Associates  2005  Full  Service  Investor  Satisfaction  Study5". 
Study  based  on  responses  from  6,637  investors  who  used  one  of  the  20 
firms  profiled  in  the  study,  www.jdpower.com 


1  Financing  is  provided  by  Edward  Jones 
Mortgage,  LLC,  an  affiliate  of  Edward  Jones. 
Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC  is  licensed  by 
the  Department  of  Corporations  under  the 
California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending  Act  is 
licensed  by  the  New  Hampshire  Banking 
Department  and  is  a  Kansas  Licensed 
Mortgage  Company  at  2710  5th  Avenue 
South,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  (License  # 
2002-4426).  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC 
may  not  be  available  in  your  area.  If  this  is 
the  case,  your  request  will  be  forwarded  to 
Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage,  a  division  of 
Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.  to  assist  you.  Equal 
Housing  Lenders,  Home  equity  lines  of  credit 
secured  by  homestead  properties  are  not 
available  in  Texas.  ‘2005  Edward  Jones 
Mortgage,  LLC. 

All  Rights  Reserved 

2  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company  is  a  division  of 
Boone  National  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  F.A.  Boone  National  Savings  and 
Loan  Association,  FA.  Boone  National  Savings 
and  Loan  Association  are  separate  sub¬ 
sidiaries  of  the  Jones  Financial  Companies, 
LLLR 

3  Systematic  investing  does  not  assure  a  profit 
or  protect  against  loss  in  declining  markets. 


Call  Today 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Investment  Representative 

4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  •  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  94114 

415-282-4079  or  877.282.4079 

CalifoYnia  Ins.  License  0C24309 

www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


W" 


www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Edwardjones 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 


SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 


ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  /  10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  /  11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (NEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


A  basketful  of  Christmas  cheer! 

Send  a 

Christmas  Festival  Bouquet 
for  Christmas,  / 

Sunday,  December  25.  , 


For  the  ultimate 
in  Christmas  cheer, 
this  bouquet  has  it  all  — 
festive  firs, 

holiday  greens  and  reds, 
plus  two  hanging  — 
Christmas  tree 
decorations. 

Friends  and  family 
are  sure  to  love  it! 

Gourmet  gift  baskets,  too. 


FLOWERS 


"Sue 
saved 
our  ^ 
sanity!" 

four  years  ago-  .  again.  .  n  Then,  with  sn 

;  ask  her  lc  help  ^  fearful  hove  Cole 

1  hovers  *  sellers  o, Soe's 

Jennifer  and  _ _ _ _ 

‘  - Moke  the  best  choice- 

Call  Sue  Borstan. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

Sue  Borsian 
4040  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-695-0552  xl79 


415-824-3233  •  4080  24th  STREET  (NOE) 


Happy  Holidays! 


r 
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Noe  Valley  Faces 


joe@JaffaOrangePhoto.com 


After  a  two-year  house  search  that  led  Jill  Heffron  all  over  San  Francisco  and 
around  the  Bay,  she  finally  and  surprisingly  found  an  ‘‘affordable"  home  back  where 
she  started — in  Noe  Valley.  Not  that  we'll  be  seeing  that  much  of  her,  lunching  at 
Fresca  or  combing  the  stacks  at  the  Mystery  Bookstore — her  favorite  hangouts.  Her 
job  as  San  Francisco  City  Colleges  study-abroad  coordinator  keeps  her  on  the 
move.  Since  1 995,  she  has  been  developing  academic,  language, cultural,  and  travel 
programs  for  American  and  City  College  students  overseas — in  places  like  Italy, 
France,  China,  Laos,  and  Vietnam.  Fluent  in  English  and  French,  conversant  in  Italian 


and  Spanish,  Heffron  doesn’t  seem  to  tire  of  travel.  Her  idea  of  a  vacation  is  learning 
to  tango  in  Buenos  Aires. 

Despite  her  long  hours  at  City  College  and  her  foreign  forays,  she  knows  her  way 
around  the  neighborhood.  She  has  lived  16  years  in  San  Francisco,  four  of  them  on 
Castro  near  24th.  Deep  down  she  is  a  homebody,  who  likes  hosting  get-togethers 
with  friends.  If  you  catch  her  around,  she’ll  probably  be  on  her  way  to  bellydance  or 
yoga  classes.  But  she  can  help  send  you  to  some  far-off  place  for  the  learning 
experience  of  your  life.  So  ask! 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 
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DECEMBER  2005 


Dec.  1-17:  Space  743  hosts  a  STUDIO 
HOLIDAY  SALE,  featuring  ceramics  both 
sculptural  and  functional.  Wed.-Sat., 
noon-5  pm.  743  Harrison  St.  777-9080. 

Dec.  1-30:  The  Noe  Valley  SENIOR 
CENTER  serves  hot  lunches  for  people 
over  60. 12:30  p.m.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  Call  648-1030 
to  make  a  reservation. 

Dec.  1-30:  Chris  Sequeira  leads 
classes  in  TAI  CHI.  Mon.  and  Tues., 

6  pm,  at  1021  Sanchez  St.;  Wed.  and 
Fri.,  10:15  am.  Call  415-773-8185  or 
650-756-6857  tor  location. 

Dec.  2-30:  The  22nd  annual 
SWEDISH  CHRISTMAS  FAIR  includes 
a  Santa  Lucia  pageant,  photos  with  ' 
Swedish  Santa,  food,  glogg,  and  hand¬ 
made  gifts  for  sale.  9  am-4  pm.  Cathe¬ 
dral  of  Saint  Mary  of  the  Assumption, 
1111  Gough  St.  510-523-1551.  - 

Dec.  2-31:  Creativity  Explored's 
Holiday  ART  SALE  features  unique 
works  by  100  artists  with  developmental 
disabilities.  Dec.  2, 6-9  pm;  Dec.  3  and 
4, 11  am-6  pm;  regular  gallery  hours 
are  Mon.-Fri.,  10  am-3  pm  and  Sat.  1-6 
pm.  3245 16th  St.  863-2108. 

Dec.  3:  A  LAPSIT  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Library  features  songs  and  stories  for 
infants,  toddlers,  and  their  parents.  10 
:30  am.  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

Dec.  3:  Singer/songwriters  ERIC 
ANDERSON  and  Sonia  perform  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry.  8:15  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St. 
454-5238 

Dec.  3, 10  &  17:  The  San  Francisco 
CHILDREN'S  ART  CENTER  offers  Satur¬ 
day  classes,  featuring  a  range  of  media, 
for  ages  9  to  12. 9:30-11:30  am. 

Dolores  Park  Clubhouse.  Register  at 
771-0292 


Dec.  3-21:  The  Young  Performers 
Theater  stages  Pinocchio,  Carlo  Col- 
lodi’s  tale  of  a  puppet  who  wanted  to 
become  a  real  boy.  Sat.  and  Sun.,  1  and 
3:30  pm;  matinees  Dec.  19-21, 1  and 
3:30  pm.  Fort  Mason,  Building  C,  third 
floor,  room  300. 346-5550. 

Dec.  3-30:  CIRQUE  DO  SOMETHIN' 
is  a  holiday  show  featuring  clowns 
Moshe  Cohen  and  Unique  Derique.  1 
pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St.  Call 
641-0235  for  list  of  dates  and  times. 

Dec.  3-Jan.  29:  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  Center  leads  Mission  Trail  MURAL 
WALKS.  Sat.  and  Sun.,  1:30  pm.  2981 
24th  St  285-2287. 

Dec.  4:  St.  Finn  Barr's  CHRISTMAS 
FAIRE  features  gifts,  food,  raffles,  kids' 
games,  and  pictures  with  Santa.  8  am-7 
pm.  Goode  Halt,  415  Edna  St.  333-1800. 

Dec.  4:  A  low-cost  RABIES  VACCINE 
clinic  at  Animal  Care  and  Control  runs 
from  10  am  to  1  pm.  1200  15th  St. 
822-5566. 

Dec.  4:  The  Sharon  Art  Studio's  Winter 
Holiday  POTTERY  AND  CRAFT  sale 
features  ceramics,  glass  artwork,  and 
jewelry.  11  am-5  pm.  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Children's  Playground.  753-7005. 

Dec.  4:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  shows 
oft  its  adoptable  dogs.  Noon-4  pm.  In 
front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  4040  24th 
St.  642-4786. 

Dec.  4:  A  SALSA  PARTY  at  City 
College  benefits  the  Heifer  Fund. 
Lesson,  4:30-5  pm;  dance,  5-8  pm. 
Ocean  Avenue  North  Gym  Dance 
Studio.  452-5353 

Dec.  4:  The  Bicycle  Coalition's 
WINTERFEST  party  features  silent  and 
live  auctions,  entertainment,  and 
refreshments.  6-10:30  pm.  SomArts, 
934  BrannanSt.  431 -BIKE. 


Dec.  4,  6,  9  &  13:  The  Golden  Gate 
MEN’S  CHORUS  performs  its  winter 
concert,  “Joy!”  including  a  sing-along 
of  the  audience's  favorites.  8  pm;  Sun., 

3  pm.  St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church, 
3281  16th  St.  863-6371. 

Dec.  5:  The  Odd  Mondays  series  fea¬ 
tures  a  video  on  Portland  CITY  REPAIR 
and  a  talk  by  Jane  Martin  of  PlantSF.  7 
pm;  no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza, 
5:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  RSVP  to  jlsender@ 
webtv.netor  call  821-2090.  • 


Paintings  such  as  this  one  by  Sara 
O'Sullivan  will  be  offered  at  the  Holiday 
Art  Sale  at  Creativity  Explored  Dec.  2-31 . 


Dec.  5:  MACK  FRIEDMAN  reads  from 
his  debut  novel,  Setting  the  Lawn  on 
Fire,  at  7  pm.  A  Different  Light,  489 
Castro  St.  431-0890. 

Dec.  6:  Alvarado  School  hosts  a 
COMMUNITY  POTLUCK,  featuring  arts 
and  crafts  for  sale.  625  Douglass  St. 
467-4748. 


Dec.  6:  Contributing  writers  Saleemah 
and  Samina  Ali  discuss  Living  ISLAM 
Out  Loud,  essays  by  American  Muslim 
women  under  age  40. 7:30  pm.  Mod¬ 
ern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St. 
282-9246. 

Dec.  6, 13,  20  &  27:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  offers  weekly  MEDITA¬ 
TION  CLASSES.  Tuesdays,  7-8:30  pm. 
3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

Dec.  7:  The  Fratello  Marionettes 
perform  a  PUPPET  SHOW,  Peter  and 
the  Wolf,  for  all  ages.  3  pm.  Excelsior 
Library,  4400  Mission  St.  355-2868. 

Dec.  7:  P  &  T  Puppet  Theater  presents 
a  puppet  show,  The  Night  Before  CHRIS 
MOUSE.  4  pm.  Bernal  Heights  Library, 
500  Cortland  Ave.  355-2810. 

Dec.  7:  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  hosts  a  recap  of  the  Nov.  8  elec¬ 
tion  with  political  analyst  DAVID 
BINDER.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  Rafaelmandelman@ 
yahdo.com. 

Dec.  8:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  offers  an 
orientation  for  VOLUNTEERS  to  assist 
in  the  hospital  or  serve  as  patient 
escorts.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St. 
641-6538. 

Dec.  8-Jan.  7:  Theater  Rhinoceros ' 
presents  Martin  Sherman's  DRAMA 
about  love  in  Nazi  Germany,  Bent. 
Wed.-Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm  (7  pm  on 
Dec.  11).  2926  16th  St.  861-5079. 

Dec.  10:  Learn  "HARDSCAPING  Your 
Garden  with  Recycled  Materials"  at  a 
workshop  co-sponsored  by  Building 
Resources.  10  am-1  pm.  Garden  for  the 
Environment,  Seventh  Avenue  at  Law- 
ton.  731-5627. 


Dec.  10:  The  fifth  annual  WINTER  ART 
SALE  at  the  San  Francisco  Art  Institute 
features  works  by  current  MFA  students. 
10:30  am.  Preview  the  exhibition  Dec. 
5-8,  noon  to  2  pm.  800  Chestnut  St. 
771-7020. 

Dec.  10:  A  NOEL  STROLL,  sponsored 
by  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Pro¬ 
fessionals  Association,  features  roving 
carolers,  cookies  and  hot  cider,  and 
special  discounts  .at  shops  on  24th 
Street.  Shops  open  until  9  pm.  Teresa 
Gay  at  lacoterie.com;  or  Carol  Yenne, 
648-3954. 

Dec.  10  &  11:  The  35th  annual  KPFA 
CRAFTS  and  Music  Fair  offers  juried  art 
and  diverse  entertainment.  10  am-6  pm. 
Concourse  Exhibition  Center,  8th  and 
Brannan.  510-848-6767. 

Dec.  11:  A  “Holla  Days"  OPEN  HOUSE 
sponsored  by  the  Bay  Area  Freedom 
Socialist  Party  and  Radical  Women  fea¬ 
tures  music  byfolksinger  Faith  Petrie, 
refreshments,  and  a  craft  bazaar.  1  pm. 
New  Valencia  Hall,  1908  Mission  St. 
864-1278. 

Dec.  11:  CABLE  CAR  CAROLING, 
organized  by  the  Institute  on  Aging, 
travels  around  the  city  to  visit  home- 
bound  seniors.  Tour  starts  at  2  pm,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  at  St.  Mary’s  Cathedral. 
Ill  Gough  St.  750-4180,  ext.  142. 

Dec.  11:  Brett  Andrews  discusses  the 
work  of  the  Positive  Resource  Center  at 
the  PFLAG  Support  Group.  2  to  4  pm. 

St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152 
Church  St.  921-8850. 

Dec.  11:  The  San  Francisco  Choral 
Artists  perform  music  of  a  MEDIEVAL 
CHRISTMAS,  including  Britten’s  Cere¬ 
mony  of  Carols  with  harp.  4  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Chamber  Music  at  the  Noe  Valley 
"Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  648-5236. 


35TH  ANNUAL 


KPFA  CRAFTS  &  MUSIC  FAIR 


Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec  10-11 
1 0am-6pm 

Concourse  Exhibition  Center 
8th  &  Brannan  Streets,  San  Francisco 


$8  entry,  $5  seniors  or  disabled,  under  1 7  free 


■  220  juried  artists  &  craftspeople  ■  Non-stop  entertainment 

■  Natural,  home-made  foods  ■  Broadcast  live  on  KPFA  94.1  fm 


Free  Shuttles  between  The  Concourse  and 
Civic  Center  BART  (8th  &  Market  Muni  bus  stop) 
and  Caltrain  Station  (4th  &  King  Streets) 

www.KPFA.org/craftsfair 

510-848-6767x611 

Benefits  listener-sponsored  KPFA  Radio  94.1  fm 


ftxi 


.com 


Pilates 

May  Your  Core  Be 
With  You™ 


Pilates  &  Fitness  Boutique 


We  now  sell: 

Fitness  Balls 
Foam  Rollers 
Exercise  Mats 
TheraBands  &  Tubing 
Books  &  Videos 
Active  ware 
...and  more 


olliday  Special 

%  discount  off  your  first 
ee  Private  sessions 


ickages  & 
Gift  Certificates 
available 


Rehabilitation  •  Conditioning 
Private  •  Semi-Private  •  Small  Group 


1414  Castro  Street  @  Jersey 
(415)  282-8850 
www.springpilates.com 
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Dec.  11  &  17:  A  cappella  vocal 
ensemble  CHANTICLEER  sings  sacred 
and  traditional  music  in  “A  Chanticleer 
Christmas.”  8  pm.  St.  Ignatius  Church, 
650  Parker  Ave.  252-8589. 

Dec.  12:  Poet  ADRIENNE  RICH 
appears  at  the  Jewish  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  8  pm.  3200  California  St.  292-1233. 

Dec.  13:  Herbalist  Sheila  Devitt  leads 
a  holiday  GIFT-MAKING  class  to  create 
customized  bath  salts  and  body 
polishes.  6:30-7:30  pm.  Pharmaca, 

925  Cole  St.  661-1216. 

Dec.  13  &  Jan.  10:  New  College 
sponsors  a  workshop  on  “How  to  Pre¬ 
sent  a  Case  in  SMALL  CLAIMS  ■ 
COURT."  6  pm  50  Fell  St.  241-1300. 

Dec.  14:  Glide  Memorial  Church  hosts 
MO'S  HOLIDAY  FESTIVAL,  its  annual 
benefit  featuring  soul-food  dinner  and 
live  entertainment.  5:30  pm.  Marriott 
Hotel,  4th  and  Mission.  674-6000. 

Dec.  14:  There  will  be  stories,  crafts, 
and  refreshments  at  the  Mission 
Library’s  CHILDREN’S  HOLIDAY  PARTY. 
6:30  pm.  300  Bartlett  St.  355-2800. 

Dec.  15:  Always  lor  Pleasure,  Les 
Blanc's  1978  documentary  of  people 
dancing  and  eating  in  NEW  ORLEANS, 
screens  at  the  Main  Library,  100  Larkin 
St.  557-4400. 

Dec.  16:  Intersection's  annual  HOLI¬ 
DAY  PARTY  and  Gift  Bazaar  has  one-of- 
a-kind  artwork  and  gifts.  7:30  pm.  446 
Valencia  St.  626-2787. 

Dec.  16:  At  “No  Whining  Allowed,” 
writers,  poets,  singers,  and  comedians 
will  mouth  oft  about  what  it  means  to  be 
a  woman,  to  BENEFIT  the  Footloose 
Women  on  the  Way  Festival  Jan. 

12-29.  7:30  pm.  (deejay  dancing  after 
10  pm).  Make  Out  Room,  3225  22nd  St. 
289-2000  or  wwwltloose.org. 


Dec.  17:  CIRCUS  EXQUISITUS  is  a 
party  and  show  by  14  cabaret,  music, 
aerial,  dance,  and  comedy  performers  to 
benefit  the  Women  on  the  Way  Festival 
Jan.  12-29. 8  pm  to  midnight.  Counter- 
PULSE,  1310  Mission  St.  between  9th 
and  10th.  289-2000;  www.ltloose.org. 


Beat  poet  Michael  McClure  and  Doors 
keyboardist  Ray  Manzarek  team  up  to 
perform  spoken  word  and  music  Jan. 
14  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series. 


Dec.  17:  The  10th  annual  HEY 
KLEZMEH!  Hanukkah  Festival  features 
Klez  X,  formerly  with  the  San  Francisco 
Klezmer  Experience.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Dec.  18:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
hosts  an  all-church  CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT,  followed  by  refreshments. 
10:30  am  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

Dec.  19:  The  Odd  Mondays  series 
offers  a  conversation  between  SUE 
BIERMAN  and  Agar  Jaicks,  “San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Politics  and  Human  Rights,  Then 
and  Now.”  7  pm;  no-host  dinner  at  Noe 
Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  RSVPto 
jlsender@webtv.net  or  call  821-2090. 


Dec.  20:  Diana  Shmiana's  “WINTER 
WONDERAMA"  features  stories,  pup¬ 
pets,  magic,  singjng,  and  clowning  for 
ages  3  to  7. 10:30  am.  Eureka 
Valley— Harvey  Milk  Library,  3555  16th 
St.  355-5616. 

Dec.  20:  Ingleside  Police  Station 
holds  its  POLICE-COMMUNITY  meet¬ 
ing  starting  at  7  pm.  Ingleside  Station,  1 
Sgt.  John  Young  Lane.  404-4000. 

Dec.  20  &  27:  Preschool  STORY 
TIME,  for  kids  2  to  5,  begins  at  10  am. 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St. 
355-5707. 

Dec.  20-30:  WORKSHOPS  for  kids  at 
the  Randall  Museum  feature  art  and  sci¬ 
ence  activities.  10  am-noon  or  1-3  pm. 
199  Museum  Way.  Call  554-9600  for  a 
schedule  and  registration  form. 

Dec.  21:  Community  Care  Licensing 
offers  a  CHILDCARE  LICENSING  orien¬ 
tation,  9  to  11:30  am,  followed  by  a 
support  workshop,  12:30  pm.  Children's 
Council,  445  Church  St.  343-3333. 

Dec.  22-25:  The  KUNG  PAO  KOSHER 
COMEDY  is  by  four  Jewish  comics  at  a 
Chinese  banquet  (6  pm  show)  or  cock¬ 
tail  show  with  egg  rolls  (9:30  pm).  Dec. 
25  shows  are  5  and  8:30  pm.  New  Asia 
Restaurant,  772  Pacific  Ave.  522-3737. 

Dec.  25:  A  HANUKKAH  PARTY  at  the 
Jewish  Community  Center  includes  a  - 
traditional  candle-lighting,  songs, 
latkes,  and  dreidel  games  for  kids.  3200 
California  St.  292-1255. 

Dec.  27:  The  POLICE-COMMUNITY 
meeting  at  Mission  Station  begins  at  6 
p  m.  630  Valencia  St.  558-5400. 

Dec.  31:  “MARGA  GOMEZ'S  New 
Year’s  Eve  Spectacular"  is  a  comedic 
fundraiser  for  Theater  Rhinoceros.  7  and 
9  pm  The  Victoria  Theater,  2961  16th 
St  861-5079. 


Jan.  3, 17,  24  &  31:  Preschool 
STORY  TIME,  for  children  2  to  5,  begins 
at  10  am.  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey 
St.  355-5707. 

Jan.  7:  Troubadour  RAMBLIN'  JACK 
ELLIOTT  begins  the  17th  year  of  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  concerts.  8:15  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
454-5238. 

Jan.  7, 14  &  28:  LAPSITS  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Library  feature  songs  and  stories 
for  infants,  toddlers,  and  their  parents. 

10 :30  am.  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

Jan.  9:  Surprise  MOVIE  NIGHT  at  the 
Odd  Mondays  series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  features  selections  from  the 
Spiritual  Cinema  Circle’s  monthly  offer¬ 
ings.  7  pm;  no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St. 
RSVP  to  jlsender@webtv.net or  call 
821-2090. 

Jan.  10:  FILMS  for  children  ages  3  to 
5  screen  at  10  and  11  am.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  355-5707. 

Jan.  12:  Residents  are  invited  to  hear 
the  early  plans  of  the  Noe  Valley  Pre¬ 
paredness  Committee  at  the  monthly 
FRIENDS  ot  Noe  Valley  meeting.  7:30 
pm.  St.  Philip's  Parish  Hall,  725  Dia¬ 
mond  St.  Richard  May,  206-0231 . 

Jan.  12-29:  FOOTLOOSE  presents  the 
Sixth  Annual  Women  on  the  Way  Festi¬ 
val.  Thurs.-Sun.,  8  pm  (except  Sun., 

Jan.  15, 7  pm).  Dance  Mission,  3316 
24th  St.  289-2000;  www.ftloose.org. 

Jan.  14:  Doors  keyboardist  Ray  Man¬ 
zarek  and  BEAT  POET  Michael  McClure 
perform  music  and  spoken  word,  with 
flutist  Larry  Kassin.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238 


Jan.  15:  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music 
presents  GUITAR  VIRTUOSO  David 
Tanenbaum,  performing  with  Bay  Area 
string  players  the  music  of  Boccherini, 
Beethoven,  Haydn,  and  Kernis'  100 
Greatest  Dance  Hits.  4  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  648-5236;  www.nvcm.org. 

Jan.  15:  St.  Paul's  Church  hosts  a 
BLOOD  DRIVE  from  9  am  to  1  pm.  221 
Valley  St.  Call  Jill  Alcantara!  586-8911. 

Jan.  23:  The  ODD  MONDAYS  series  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  honors  African- 
American  women  with  readings  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  7  pm;  no-host  dinner  at  Noe 
Valley  Pizza,  5:30  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St. 
RSVP  to  jlsender@webtv.net or  call 
821-2090. 

Jan.  28:  TANGO  No.  9  joins  dance 
troupe  Con  Fusion  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
8:15  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

Jan.  29:  St.  Finn  Barr  Elementary 
School  hosts  ah  OPEN  HOUSE  for  par¬ 
ents  of  children  in  grades  K  through  8. 

11  am-1  pm.  419  Hearst  Ave.  333-1800. 


Let  It  Snow,  Let  It  Snow 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  has  wrapped 
and  delivered  all  our  presents  for 
2005,  and  that  means  the  next 
time  you  will  see  us  will  be  the  first 
week  of  February,  2006.  The 
deadline  for  February  Calendar 
items  is  Jan.  15.  Please  note  that 
our  Calendar  space  is  limited,  so 
we  may  give  priority  to  Noe  Valley 
events.  The  address  is  Calendar, 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  1021  Sanchez 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Or  you  may  send  an  e-mail  to 
Calendar  Editor  Karol  Barske  at 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 


rosa 

goes  shopping 

of/ter  fieo/j/eo  treoAu  reA 

Featuring  newly  upholstered 
antique  and  vintage  furniture, 
estate  finds,  footstools. 


AMERICAN 

BACH 

SO .CISTS 


Jeffrey  Thomas 
Music  Director 


\  X  X 1 

'  \  I 

i  n  ■  • 


MESSIAH 

A  Bay  Area  Holiday  Tradition 
for  over  a  decade! 


Enjoy  Handel’s  beloved  oratorio  as 
you’ve  never  heard  it  before!  Jeffrey 
Thomas  leads  the  American  Bach 
Soloists  Chorus  and  period- 
instrument  Orchestra  in  uplifting 
performances  presented  in  two 
historic  San  Francisco  landmarks. 

Shawnette  Sulker  soprano 
Rosemarie  van  der  Hooft  alto 
Steve  Tharp  tenor 
William  Sharp  baritone 


Wed,  DEC  14,  7:30  pm 
Mission  Dolores  Basilica 

3321  16th  at  Dolores 
Free  parking  at  Mission  Dolores  School 

Thu,  DEC  15,  7:30  pm 
Grace  Cathedral 

1100  California  at  Taylor 
Special-rate  parking  at  the 
Masonic  Auditorium  Garage 

Tickets:  $20/$35/$50 
Students/Seniors:  $18/$32/$46 


CALL  415/621-7900 
ONLINE  americanbach.org 
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FAMILY  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 


General  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 

FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


I  $ 


Call  for  Consultatiorf 


4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  415-285-7007 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 

Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 

bryanbirmingham@aol.com 


License  #  706747 

Quality  construction  since  1985 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valleys  Original  Sports  Bar 


Go  Niners! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


Sovor 

The 

Flavor 


(415) 

282-0919 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  —  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


A  WOMAN  -  OWNED  BUSINESS 


•  SUBARU  -  TOYOTA  -  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
•  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  •  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


1 

415-550-2400 


REAL  ESTATE 

Each  office  independently  owned  and  operated 


Best  Choice  Realty 


1 679  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  648-7355 

vvww.helpusell.com/bestchoice 
email:  bestchoice@helpusell.com 

Never  pay  5-6%  to  sell  your  home  again! 
Save  with  a  set  fee  of  only  $9,950!* 

-  Save  thousands  with  a  better  way  to  sell  and  buy  real  estate 

-  No  Advance  Fee.  Payable  only  when  property  is  sold. 

-  Guaranteed  Weekly  Advertising 

-  Internet  Marketing  with  Virtual  Tours 

-  Licensed  Real  Estate  Professionals 

-  Full-Service  Brokerage 

-  Sellers,  Call  for  a  Free  Consultation  Today! 

-  Buyers,  Call  to  Hear  about  our  Current  Listings! 

*  Fee  may  vary  depending  on  property  value  and  total  services  provided. ' 
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SCREEN 

AND 

SCREEN 

A  GA  IN! 


Holiday  Movie 
Classics  These  Aren’t 
(And  That’s  a  Good 
Thing) 

By  David  O’ Grady 

No  one  does  the  holidays  like  Noe  Val¬ 
ley — from  the  mirth  of  the  shops  on 
24th  Street  to  the  mischievous  elf  who, 
with  a  bit  of  electrical  tape,  renames  Noe 
Street  “Noel.”  If  only  it  snowed  here,  Noe 
Valley  could  be  a  stand-in  for  Dickens’ 
London  in  A  Christmas  Carol. 

But  even  in  our  happy  hamlet,  the  re¬ 
lentless,  inescapable  cheer  of  Christmas 
sometimes  provokes  the  gentlest  of  inner 
Humbugs.  Traditional  holiday  movies 
can  also  induce  mixed  feelings.  Even 
films  as  heartwarming  as  It’s  a  Wonder¬ 
ful  Life  and  Miracle  on  34th  Street  start  to 
grate  on  the  nerves  after  the  34th  viewing. 

If  you’re  looking  for  an  antidote  to  the 
usual  holiday  fare,  you  might  want  to 
check  out  the  following  films,  all  avail¬ 
able  in  Noe  Valley  video  stores.  They  still 
deliver  the  Christmas  goods,  but  with  a 
refreshing  twist. 

A  Good  Catch  for  Christmas 

Director  Steven  Spielberg  takes  on  the 
real-life  story  of  a  1960s  teenage  con  man 
and  check  forger  in  Catch  Me  If  You  Can 
(2002),  starring  Leonardo  DiCaprio.  With 


his  parents  divorcing  and  his  huckster  fa¬ 
ther  drowning  in  IRS  entanglements,  Di¬ 
Caprio  runs  away  from  home  and  dis¬ 
guises  himself  as  a  pilot  to  lend  credibility 
to  his  bad  checks.  What  starts  out  as  a  way 
to  survive  becomes  a  series  of  increas¬ 
ingly  complex  but  empty  fantasy  lives. 
The  only  real  connection  DiCaprio  can 
find  is  during  his  Christmas  Eve  phone 
calls  to  the  one  person  who  truly  knows 
him — the  straight-arrow  FBI  man  trying 
to  catch  him,  played  by  Tom  Hanks. 

Catch  Me  If  You  Can  wonderfully 
counterbalances  the  breezy,  upbeat  feel¬ 
ing  of  DiCaprio’s  man  on  the  run  with 
heartbreaking  scenes  of  him  sneaking 
home  to  see  his  diminished  father,  bril¬ 
liantly  played  by  Christopher  Walken.  Di¬ 
Caprio  arguably  gives  one  of  his  best  per¬ 
formances  (for  once  his  boyish  face  and 
the  character’s  age  are  well  matched),  and 
Spielberg  avoids  his  typical  slips  into 
sentimentality.  Catch  Me  If  You  Can  may 
well  become  a  new  holiday  classic. 

A  Kermity  Christmas  Carol 

In  The  Muppet  Christmas  Carol 

(1992),  Jim  Henson’s  creations  perfectly 
populate  Charles  Dickens’  well-worn 
tale,  with  Kermit  the  Frog  as  Bob  Cratch- 
ett.  Miss  Piggy  as  Mrs.  Cratchett,  Fozzie 
Bear  as  Fezziwig  (or  Fozziwig),  and 
Michael  Caine  as  Scrooge,  who  holds  his, 
own  against  a  cast  of  puppets. 

Much  of  the  movie’s  appeal  for  older 
viewers  is  seeing  your  favorite  Muppet  as 
a  character  in  the  familiar  story.  Watch  for 
Beaker  as  a  charity  fundraiser  and  for 
Waldorf  and  Statler,  the  denizens  of  the 
balcony  from  The  Muppet  Show,  as 
Scrooge’s  dead  business  partners  and  the 
harbingers  of  the  three  ghosts  to  come. 

The  bluish,  bug-eyed  Gonzo  gives  the 
movie  an  irreverent  edge,  thanks  to  his 
scratchy-voiced  narration  and  witty  ban¬ 
ter  with  his  sidekick,  Rizzo  the  Rat. 
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(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Serving  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

X 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be 
offering  a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
the  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both 
bed  &  breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

V acation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home” 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 
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Rizzo’s  obsession  with  eating  gives  him 
some  of  the  best  laugh  lines  throughout. 
“Mother  always  taught  me:  ‘Never  eat 
singing  food,’"  he  quips  after  we  see  a 
cart  of  produce  joining  in  one  of  the  many 
musical  numbers  in  the  movie.  The  Mup¬ 
pet  Christmas  Carol  will  delight  fans  and 
win  over  Grinches  of  any  age. 

Scrooge  the  TV  Executive 

While  the  Muppets  take  over  19th-cen¬ 
tury  London,  Scrooged  (1988)  gives  A 
Christmas  Carol  the  modem  comedy 
treatment.  Bill  Murray  plays  a  Scrooge- 
like  TV  executive  who  despises  Christ¬ 
mas  so  much  he  schedules  a  live-TV  per¬ 
formance  of  A  Christmas  Carol  on 
Christmas  Eve.  The  ploy  will  boost  rat¬ 
ings  and  turn  Murray’s  misanthropic  ex¬ 
ecutive  into  a  legend,  at  the  expense  of 
employees  forced  to  work  the  holiday. 

But  Murray  is  cruising  for  a  bruising — 
literally — as  the  spirit  of  his  former  boss 
and  the  three  usual  ghostly  suspects  pay 
him  a  visit.  Comedian  Carol  Kane  nearly 
steals  the  show  as  the  Ghost  of  Christmas 
Present,  a  full-grown  Tinker  Bell  whose 
impish  tough-love  physically  knocks 
some  sense  into  Murray. 

Updates  of  classics  depend  on  fresh 
creative  choices  to  succeed,  and 
Scrooged ,  in  its  wacky,  noisy  way,  comes 
close  enough.  After  Murray  survives  his 
ghostly  guests  and  a  confrontation  with 
an  employee  he  fired  (played  by  the  ma¬ 
niacal  Bob  Goldthwait),  Scrooged  deliv¬ 
ers  a  preachy  but  satisfying  conclusion 
that,  of  course,  is  caught  on  live  TV. 

There’s  Room  at  the  Inn  for  the 
Holidays 

Holiday  Inn  (1942),  which  spawned  a 
sort-of  sequel  in  White  Christmas  and 
christened  a  motel  chain,  is  often  over¬ 
looked,  but  the  movie  still  holds  its 
charms — and  controversies.  Based  on 
Irving  Berlin’s  songbook  of  holiday 
tunes.  Holiday  Inn  features  Bing  Crosby 
and  Fred  Astaire  as  performers  always 
falling  for  the  same  gal,  onstage  and  off. 
On  Christmas  Eve,  Crosby’s  crooner  de¬ 
cides  to  give  up  the  performing  grind  and 
retreat  to  country  life.  But  when  he  fails 
as  a  farmer,  Crosby  cooks  up  the  idea  of 
opening  his  large  farmhouse  for  holiday- 
only  performances. 

Soon  Crosby  is  head  over  heels  for  his 
singing  partner,  Linda  (Marjorie 
Reynolds),  with  whom  he  shares  a  won¬ 


derful  duet  of  “White  Christmas."  But  a 
visit  by  Astaire  spells  trouble;  he  wants 
Linda  to  be  his  new  dance  partner  and  run 
off  with  him  To  Hollywood.  It  will  take 
another  Christmas  holiday  to  decide  the 
trio’s  fate. 

The  story  is  a  singing  and  dancing 
showcase,  but  not  without  a  regrettable 
scene  where  Crosby  and  Reynolds  com¬ 
memorate  Lincoln’s  birthday  by  singing 
a  song  in  blackface.  Despite  the  scene’s 
justification — a  ruse  by  Crosby  to  hide 
Linda’s  identity  from  Astaire — it’s  a 
cringe-worthy  moment  that  reminds  us 
how  far  we’ve  come  in  60  years.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  Holiday  Inn  recovers  its  footing 
with  Astaire’s  happy  feet. 

Santa  as  a  Bad,  Bad  Man 

Terry  Zwigoff,  the  San  Francisco  film¬ 
maker  who  directed  Crumb  and  Ghost 
World,  has  made  the  most  twisted  Christ¬ 
mas  movie  yet  with  Bad  Santa  (2003). 
Billy  Bob  Thornton  plays  a  self-destruc¬ 
tive  Santa  who  swears,  drinks,  and  phi¬ 
landers  his  way  from  mall  to  mall  every 
holiday  season.  He’s  also  a  thief,  and  he 
and  his  partner,  a  dwarf  in  elf’s  clothing, 
use  their  red  and  green  suits  as  a  cover  for 
robbing  department  stores. 

But  Santa  may  get  a  double-shot  of  re¬ 
demption  for  Christmas — whether  he 
wants  it  or  not — when  a  female  bartender, 
with  a  certain  thing  for  St.  Nick,  and  a 
parentless,  misfit  boy  drop  in  his  lap. 
Thornton’s  partner  in  crime,  however, 
has  other  plans,  and  the  elf’s  greedy 
schemes  may  turn  deadly  before  the  end. 

Bad  Santa,  and  the  DVD  release  Bad- 
der  Santa ,  which  features  additional 
raunchy  scenes,  uses  its  lewd  and  crude 
behavior  not  just  for  laughs — although 
it’s  wickedly  funny — blit  also  to  bury  the 
essential  goodness  in  Thornton’s  shat¬ 
tered  Santa.  When  a  drunk  Thornton  raids 
the  kid’s  Advent  calendar  for  its  choco¬ 
lates,  you  know  he’ll  feel  pangs  of  guilt 
when  he  wakes  up  sober  the  next  day.  Bad 
Santa  is  also  noteworthy  for  John  Ritter’s 
excellent  turn  as  an  ineffectual  mall  man¬ 
ager,  the  last  screen  role  he  played  before 
his  death.  Bad  Santa  is  a  funny,  fitting 
tribute  and  the  ultimate  anti-Christmas 
Christmas  movie.  □ 

David  O’ Grady  is  a  writer  and  film  fan 
in  Noe  Valley.  If  you  have  comments  or 
movie  suggestions,  you  can  reach  him  at 
davidogrady@noevalleyvoice.com. 


San  Francisco 
4037  24th  St. 
415.641,4407 
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HOLIDAY  SERVICES 


Looking  for  a  place 

f  *  ,  i  ♦ 

to  TQtitiiin  tr  is 


l 


Holy  Innocents' 
oors  are  open 
for  you. 


Special  Christmas  Services 
Do-It-Yourself  Christmas  Pageant! 

Christmas  Eve  -  5:00  p.m. 

Everyone's  Included.  Costumes  Provided.  Lots  of  Christmas  Carols. 
Christmas  Eve  Eucharist 

Music  Begins  at  10:30  p.m.  •  Mass  Begins  at  11:00  p.m. 

Christmas  Day  Eucharist  - 11:00  a.m. 

Regular  Sunday  Services 

Family  Eucharist  with  hymns  -  9:00  a.m. 

Godly  Play  for  children  ages  3  and  up  - 10:00. a.m. 

Choral  Eucharist  - 11:00  a.m. 

Holy  Innocents’  Episcopal  Church 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street  between  25th  &  26th  and  Dolores  &  Guerrero 
415-824-5142  •  www.holyinsf.org  •  The  Rev.  Rosa  Lee  Harden,  Vicar 


Join  Us 
for  the 
Joys 
of  the 
Season! 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  415-282-2317 

Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 
Rev.  Keenan  C.  Kelsey,  Pastor 

Walk  the  Labyrinth  with  Taize  Chants 
Sunday,  December  11,7  p.m. 

Relish  the  Christmas  Pageant 
Sunday,  December  18,  10:30  a.m. 

Sing,  Pray  and  Worship  on 
CHRISTMAS  EVE  Family  Service 
Saturday,  December  24,  6  p.m. 

Share. Communion  on  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
Sunday,  December  25,  10:30  a.m. 

Start  the  New  Year  with 
Reflections  and  Resolutions 
Saturday,  December  31,  7  p.m. 


St.  Philip’s 
Church 

725  Diamond  Street 
415-282-0141 

oatwWat/ ,  Q)ecc/n6&'  24 

Confessions,  11:30  -  12:30  p.m.» 

G//Vstmas  (Soe .  ffa&ses,  Q)ecwi6er  24 

Children's  Mass:  5:00  p.m. 

Christmas  Carols  at  9:30  p.m. 

'Evening  Mass:  10:00  p.m. 

G/ristmas  Stay,  <  ftmc/aty,  Q)ecem6e/'  26 

Masses:  8:00  and  10:00  a.m.  (no  12  noon  Mass) 

Traditional  Christmas  Music  at  all  Masses 

Join  us,  for  the  Nativity  Celebration  of  our  Lord 
-  Come  Home  for  Christmas! 


6frt&t/ria& 

derwces 

2006 


Saint  Paul's  Parish 

Christmas  (Schedule  2005 

St.  Paul's  Parish  Community  warmly  invites 
Ivvl  YOU  and  your  family  and  friends  to  share 
with  us  the  love  that  is  Christmas. 

v  *  / 

Advent  Communal  Reconciliation 

Wednesday,  Dec.  7 
7:00  pm 

Christmas  Eve  Masses 

Saturday,  Dec.  24 

4:30  pm  —  Family  Mass  with  Children's  Choir 
8:00  pm  —  Mass  in  English  with  Adult  Choir 
11:00  pm  -  Mass  in  English  with  Adult  Choir 

Christmas  Day  Masses 

Sunday,  Dec.  25 

8:00  am,  9:15  am,  and  4:30  pm  (English)  10:45  am  (Bilingual) 
There  will  be  no  12:15  pm  Mass  on  December  25 
* 

Vigil  of  New  Year's  Eve,  Dec.  31,  4:30  pm 

New  Year's  Day  Mass 

Sunday,  Jan.  1,  2006 

8:00  am,  9:15  am,  12:15  pm,  5:00  pm  (English) 

10:45  a.m.  (Bilingual) 

Mcrru  dhnstmaB,  Joucaux  Bocl,  JPcIiz  Baoidad, 
Wlaligauang  pasko,  JBuon  Batalc 

221  Valley  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94131  •  415-648-7538 


Join  us  at  Bethany  for  inspirations 
and  wonders  of  Christmas. 

Sing  your  heart  out  to  your  favorite  carols 
and  pray  for  peace  and  good  will  for  all. 


Unlock  the  door  of  your  heart  - 
Enter  the  gentleness  within. 

Open  the  window  of  your  soul  - 
Breathe  in  the  season  of  miracles. 
No  matter  how  far  you've  traveled. 
It's  time  to  come  home  now. 

Where  Christmas  abounds  in  love. 

-Judith  Lindberg 


Sunday  Celebration 

Every  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m. 

Sunday,  December  4 

Candle  Wrapping  after 

1 

worship 

Sunday,  December  11 

11  a.m.  Worship:  Hanging  of 
the  Holiday  Greens 

6:30  p.m.  Advent  Love  Feast: 

3 

E* 

Carols  and  Lights  with  Dolores 

Street  Baptist  Church 

Christmas  Eve 

5  p.m.  Do-It-Yourself  Christmas 

Saturday,  December  24 

Pageant 

1 1  p.m.  Service  of  Carols  and 
Candlelight 

Christmas  Day 

Christmas  Celebration  with 

Sunday,  December  25 

Carols  and  Lessons  1 1  a.m. 

^  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 

1 268  Sanchez  St.  (@  Clipper  St.)  in  San  Francisco 
www.bethanysf.org  (415)647-8393 
A  place  where  all  are  welcome  -  reconciling  congregation 


I 
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Voice  Gift  Wrap  2005 

Thank  you  for  your  contributions  to  this  page  this  year.  We’ve  seen  more 
of  the  world  and  more  of  you  than  we  would  have  otherwise.  Some  of 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  experience  more  patience,  as  the  space  to 
publish  your  adventures  is  small  this  issue.  Hang  in  there,  and  we’ll  get  to 
you  in  2006.  We’re  taking  the  month  of  December  off  to  recharge  and 
regroup,  but  we’ll  return  in  January.  Until  then,  smile  at  the  camera,  and 
please  continue  to  write  to  us.  Our  address  is:The  Noe  Valley  Voice,  Attn: 
Readers,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San~  Francisco,  C A  941  14.  Or  you  may  e-mail: 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  * 


FEATURING  MUSIC  FROM 
CHRISTMAS  ORATORIO  BY  SAINT-SAENS  AND 
AMERICAN  CHRISTMAS  BY  STROOPE' 


SUNDAY  II™  DECEMBER,  2005  AT  TPM 
725  DIAMOND  STREET 

(BETWEEN  24™  AND  ELIZABETH  STREET) 


ADMISSION  FREE 
(DONATIONS  ACCEPTED) 


Bonnie  Delaplane-Torres,  Rick  Hardina,  and  Maudine  Chappel  pose  in  the  Arizona 
sunshine. The  three  have  all  retired  from  Bell  Market  on  24th  Street.  Bonnie,  who  lives  in 
Pacifica,  accompanied  Bell  employee  Patty  Harrold  on  a  visit  to  Rick  and  Maudine,  who  live 
about  five  minutes  from  each  other  in  Gold  Canyon  near  Phoenix.  Photo  by  Patty  Harrold 


Come  One,  Come  All  to: 


A  FAMILY 

ADVENT-CHRISTMAS 

St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church 

152  Church  St.  (at  Market,  across  from  Safeway) 

Light  the  Advent  Candles 
Hang  the  Greens 
Decorate  the  Christmas  Tree 
And  Celebrate  with  Us 

Family  Christmas  Party,  Dec.  1 7,  5  p.m. 
(Diverse  Families  Welcome!) 

Advent  Services:  Sundays,  1 1  a.m. 
Christmas  Eve  Service:  10:30  p.m. 
Christmas  Day:  1 1  a.m. 


Practically  Perfect 

Weddinfy'tr  Cormnitmevit 

Your  guide  to  finding  the  right  words. 

The  Indlspensible  guide  book 
for  creating  a  memorable 

WEDDING  CEREMONY 

Available  Now! 

At  Cover  to  Cover,  Castro  &  24th 

Amazon.com,  BN.com,  or  author. 

For  Consultation  &  Offlclatlon: 

Angel  Stork 

41 5-28 5-2 571 

angelstork@yahoo.com 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


HOLIDAY  SERVICES 


■ 

Vi; 


ST  QREOORY  OF  NYSSfl  EPISCOPAL  CtHJRCh 

CHRISTMAS  EVE  Family  Service  and  Pageant  at  6:30  p.m.; 
Candlelight  Concert  Mass  at  10:00  p.m. 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  Service  of  Reflection  &  Thanksgiving  at  6:30  p.m. 


500  De  Haro  Street  at  Mariposa  on  Potrero  Hill  •  Easy  Parking 
(415)  255-8100  •  www.saintgregorys.org 
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Lorenzo 

"  \y'  ... .  ■  \ 

Boelitz  Construction 

25  years  of 
successful 
Noe  Valley 
renovations 

License  #376960 

-Foundations 

(415) 642- 

5800 

-Additions 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 

Preservation 

Architecture 

I 

Expert  Project 
Guidance 

I 

Neighbor-Sensitive 

Alterations 

I 

415.391.9633 

I 

www.garavaglia.com 


RESTAURANT 


Food  you  eat. 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $30  for  3  courses 


Design  within  context  of  our  community 


•  GOURMET  MEALS  •  SALADS  •  FRESH  PASTA  • 


'The  best  kept  secret  in  San  Francisco 
is  right  here  in  Noe  Valley!" 


FREE  FRESH  PASTA! 


BUY  ONE 

HOME-MADE 
PASTA  SAUCE 

Tomato  Basil 
Bolognese 
Alfredo 

Porcini  Mushroom 
Roasted  Garlic  &  Mushroom 
Cajun  Crayfish 
Basil  Pesto 
Cilantro  Pesto 
Melanzane  Pesto 
Romesco  Pesto 
Roasted  Red  Pepper  Pesto 


GET  FREE 

FRESH  PASTA 
FOR  TWO! 

CUT  TO  ORDER 
Papardelle 
Fettuccine 
Linguine 
Angel  Hair 

FLAVORS 

Egg 

Spinach 

Herb 

Black  Pepper 
Lemon 
Eggless 

Red  Bell  Pepper 


741  Diamond  Street  at  24th 
415-282-0738 

Please  present  this  coupon  at  time  of  purchase.  Offer  valid  Dec.  1  through  Jan.  31. 


herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 


natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 


11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 
Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


•  HOMEMADE  SOUPS  •  RAVIOLI  •  GELATO  • 
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FLORENCE'S 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


Noe  Valley 
Is  Treemendous! 

This  essay  about  the  holiday  pines  and 
firs  in  Florence  Holub' s  life  was  first 
printed  in  the  December  1994  Noe 
Valley  Voice. 

The  earliest  Christmas  I  can 

remember  goes  back  to  1923. 
when  I  was  4  years  old.  At  that 
time,  our  family  lived  on  a  farm  in  the 
northern  flatlands  of  Idaho,  where  the 
icy  winds  and  snow  blew  down  from 
Alaska  during  the  long  winter. 

On  the  day  before  Christmas,  the 
snow  had  piled  up  high  around  the 
house.  Nevertheless,  the  daily  chores 
had  to  be  done.  The  animals  out  in  the 
bam  had  to  be  fed  and  watered,  the 
cows  had  to  be  milked,  the  hens’  eggs 
had  to  be  collected,  and  water  had  to  be 
carried  in  buckets  from  the  well,  located 
outside  (indoor  plumbing  had  not  yet 
been  introduced). 

Inside  the  house,  a  wood  stove  in  the 
kitchen  warmed  our  frozen  fingers,  as 
baking  bread  scented  the  air  with  its 
delicious  aroma. 

Everyone  else  was  busy  preparing  for 
the  holiday  dinner,  so  my  older  brother 
Clarence,  who  was  9  at  the  time,  took  it 
upon  himself  to  provide  the  household 
with  a  tree  from  the  nearby  woods. 

With  determination,  he  gripped  his 
little  hatchet  and  trudged  across  the 
drifts,  his  legs  sinking  deeper  with  each 
step.  Hours  later  he  returned,  exhausted 
but  triumphantly  dragging  the  tree 
behind  him. 

My  father  quickly  made  a  stand  to 
hold  the  tree  upright,  and  my  mother 
began  stringing  strands  of  popcorn  and 
cranberries  to  drape  around  it.  As  a  fin¬ 
ishing  touch,  she  clipped  to  the 
branches  a  set  of  small  tin  candlehold- 
ers,  each  with  a  new  candle.  That 
evening,  Christmas  Eve,  we  sat  around 
the  tree  and  watched  the  flickering  can¬ 
dles,  our  faces  aglow.  Then  we  carefully 
snuffed  the  flames  before  going  to  bed. 
Fire  was  a  constant  danger  in  our  rural 
area,  which  didn’t  yet  have  electrical 
service — we  relied  upon  coal,  oil  lamps, 
and  candles  for  light. 

After  my  little  brother  Warde  and  1, 
already  asleep,  were  carried  up  to  our 
beds,  the  house  became  quiet.  But  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  I  awakened,  hearing  noises 
downstairs.  I  listened  breathlessly,  with¬ 
out  moving,  because  we  had  been  cau¬ 
tioned  not  to  peek  while  Santa  was  dis¬ 
tributing  our  presents  or  he  would  leave 
a  lump  of  coal  instead  of  a  gift. 

I  could  hardly  wait  until  morning  so  1 
could  tell  everyone  what  I’d  heard.  And 
when  I  went  downstairs,  I  raced  to  the 
stockings  which  Santa  had  filled  with 
apples,  oranges,  and  candy  canes — 
proof  that  he  had  visited  our  house! 

As  I  chattered  on  about  Santa,  my 
parents  suddenly  turned  away  with  what 
appeared  to  be  simultaneous  coughing 
spells.  I  remember  feeling  rather  disap¬ 
pointed  that  they  didn't  share  my  excite¬ 
ment. 

After  we  moved  to  San  Francisco, 

I  continued  to  believe  the  North  Pole 
story  until  the  December  day,  when  I 
was  about  7,  that  Clarence  led  me  into 
the  basement  and  pointed  up  to  a  rafter 


supporting  a  canvas-covered  bulge.  He 
then  lifted  a  corner  to  expose  my  pre¬ 
sent-to-be,  a  doll  buggy. 

I  knew  then  who  Santa  Claus  was. 
Perhaps  I  should  have  been  pleased 
with  the  revelation,  but  instead  I  felt  sad 
and  deflated — something  of  great  value 
had  been  lost. 

After  I  grew  up  and  had  children  of 
my  own,  I  decided  to  give  my  boys  a 
choice.  When  they  were  old  enough,  I 
told  them  the  truth  about  Santa,  but  if 
they  wanted  to  pretend  for  a  while 
longer,  I  said,  Leo  and  I  would  be  happy 
to  go  along  with  it.  All  three  opted  to 
keep  the  fantasy  alive. 

We  neglected,  however,  to  inform  our 
youngest  child.  Eric,  at  an  early  enough 
age.  By  the  time  he  was  4,  he  had 
becdme  so  excited  anticipating  his 
presents  that  he  was  an  annoyance  to 
his  teenaged  brother  Jan,  who  was  a  bit 
of  a  tease. 

As  we  sat  in  front  of  the  fireplace  one 
December  evening,  Jan  told  his  gullible 
little  brother  that  when  the  sleigh  landed 
on  our  roof,  he  was  going  to  light  a  fire 
in  the  fireplace  so  that  when  Santa  came 
down  the  chimney  his  whiskers  would 
catch  fire.  Ho,  ho,  ho. 

Eric,  who  was  usually  an  even-tem¬ 
pered  child,  became  so  infuriated  that 
he  rushed  at  Jan  with  clenched  fists,  and 
his  big  brother  had  to  hold  him  at  bay 
with  one  hand. 

But  Eric  got  his  revenge  the  follow¬ 
ing  week  when  I  took  him  to  Hales,  a 
department  store  in  the  Mission  (it  later 
became  Giant  Value),  to  see  Mr.  Claus. 

Eric  climbed  up  on  Santa’s  knee, 
completely  forgetting  the  presents  he 
intended  to  ask  for,  and  whispered  into 
Santa’s  ear,  “Jan’s  a  bad  boy!”  He 
looked  so  smug  that,  although  we  knew 
it  was  high  time  to  tell  him  the  truth,  I 
feared  it  might  dampen  his  Christmas 
spirit,  and  we  put  it  off  another  year. 

We  always  bought  a  tree  at 
Christmas,  but  the  size  varied  from  year 
to  year,  depending  upon  whether  we 
had  a  grabby  little  crawler  around.  If  we 
did,  we  would  buy  a  medium-sized  tree 
and  set  it  up  on  the  record  case,  out  of 


reach.  When  the  boys  were  older  and 
wiser,  we  would  treat  the  house  to  a 
floor-to-ceiling  tree. 

We  had  such  a  tree  the  year  that  Jan 
came  home  from  college,  bringing  with 
him  his  small  mixed  terrier,  Fred,  who 
became  the  new  kid  in  the  house.  Fred 
was  as  excited  about  Christmas  as  the 
boys  had  been  years  earlier — sniffing, 
pawing  the  presents,  and  biting  the  tin¬ 
sel.  But  when  he  lifted  his  leg  to  estab¬ 
lish  his  territorial  rights,  we  knew  we 
had  to  do  something! 

In  the  end,  we  shortened  the  tree  and 
placed  it  up  on  the  record  cabinet,  out  of 
reach  once  again. 

For  the  past  few  years,  only  Leo 
and  I  have  been  at  home,  and  it 
seemed  wrong  to  us  that  a  tree 
should  be  cut  down  for  just  two  people. 
So  in  1990,  when  Walgreen’s  advertised 
a  plastic  imitation  tree,  it  seemed  like  a 
good  time  to  switch. 

The  first  year,  I  decorated  our  man¬ 
made  tree  with  the  ornaments  we 
already  had,  and  when  the  lights  were 
plugged  in,  the  little  tree  served  its  pur¬ 
pose.  When  the  holidays  ended,  I  placed 
it  in  a  box,  decorations  and  all,  covered 
it  with  a  garbage  bag,  and  stored  it  up  in 
the  attic.  Such  ease! 

Since  then,  each  Christmas  we  just 
get  the  box  down  from  the  attic, 
uncover  the  already  trimmed  branches, 
and  plug  in  the  cord.  Then  we  sit  and 
contemplate  our  small,  artificial,  miser¬ 
able  excuse  for  a  tree. 

But  never  mind,  we  have  only  to 
glance  across  the  street  to  see  the  gen¬ 
uine  article  in  all  its  glory.  There  stands 
an  elaborately  decorated  tree  growing  in 
the  side  yard  of  Dr.  Jerome  Goldstein,  a 
neurologist  whose  handsome  Victorian 
home  is  located  on  21st  Street  between 
Church  and  Sanchez. 

A  little  after  Thanksgiving,  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  partner,  Tom  Taylor,  transforms 
their  towering  25-foot  Norfolk  Island 
pine  tree  into  a  shimmering  vision  of 
Christmas  loveliness.  First  the  scaffold¬ 
ing  goes  up  to  accommodate  his  crew, 
who  secure  thousands  of  ornaments  and 


hundreds  of  lights.  A  week  later  (if  it 
isn’t  raining),  the  tip  is  crowned  with  a 
star  of  gold. 

Each  year  Tom  feels  compelled  to 
add  something  new  and  exciting.  For 
many  years,  he  has  constructed  enor¬ 
mous  gift-wrapped  boxes,  some  as  large 
-  as  8  feet  wide,  to  place  beneath  the  tree. 
Although  the  tree  is  difficult  to  pho¬ 
tograph  at  night,  it  is  breathtakingly 
beautiful,  with  its  bright  lights  outshin¬ 
ing  the  lit  city  below  and  the  Bay 
Bridge  sparkling  in  the  distance. 

Since  Leo  and  I  live  directly  across 
the  street,  we  get  to  observe  the  many 
delighted  visitors  who  stop  to  have  their 
pictures  taken  in  front  of  the  tree. 
Standing  next  to  the  huge  presents,  the 
revelers  look  like  tiny  toy  people. 

•  A  few  years  ago,  Tom  and  Jerome 
posted  a  Christmas  message  for  all  to 
read: 

Welcome  to  the  Christmas  Tree,  an 
annual  tradition.  I  keep  my  lights 
on  from  5  to  11.1  love  to  be  in 
pictures,  so  feel  free  to  snap  away. 

I  only  ask  that  for  each  picture, 
you  make  a  donation  to  a  local 
charity,  since  I  have  so  many 
presents.  Remember  to  spread 
holiday  cheer!  Donate! 

Love,  the  Christmas  Tree 

For  the  noblest  of  all  Christmas  senti¬ 
ments,  we  thank  you,  Tom  and  Jerome! 

□ 


VOICE  ARTIFACTS 

-The  Noe  Valley  Voice  web 
site  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com 

offers  the  current  news  stories, 
features,  and  Class  Ads.  The  site 
also  has  Voice  archives  from  1996 
to  the  present.  Copies  of  the 
newsprint  edition  dating  back  to 
May  1977,  as  well  as  an  index  by 
subject,  are  stored  at  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library. 


A  Gift  to  the  Neighborhood:  Each  holiday  season,  Tom  Taylor  and  Jerome  Goldstein  transform  the  now  40-foot  Norfolk  Island  pine  in 
their  yard  at  3650  21st  Street  into  a  magical  Christmas  tree  surrounded  by  giant  toys  and  presents.  In  a  previous  year,  the  glimmering  lights 
and  decorations  were  captured  by  an  anonymous  admirer,  who  slipped  his  pictures  under  the  door.  “We  really  like  this  photo,"  says  Taylor, 
“and  I'd  love  to  know  whose  it  is,  to  thank  him.”  Send  Tom  a  note,  or  e-mail  Santa’s  helpers  at  the  Voice.  Photo  courtesy  of  Tom  Taylor 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


Photographic  pet  portraits  with  Santa  Claus! 


Sat.  Dec  3,  1 1  -3pm 

Benefits  Rocket  Dog  Rescue 

For  photo  information 

call  Pet  Poses  at:  41 S  786  3295 

1451  Church  St.  at  Cesar  Chavez 

tel:  4 1 5  282  7385  |  noevalleypet.com 


Your  family  practice 


Animal  Health  Network 


Animal  Health  Network  understands  that  your  pet  is  a  part  of 
your  family.  That’s  why  we  provide  the  individualized  care  you 
would  expect  for  any  member  of  your  family. 

You’ll  feel  good  knowing  that  in  this  world  of  volume  and 
bargain  pet  care.  Animal  Health  Network  puts  quality,  service 
and  your  family  above  all  else. 


Animal  Health  Network 


Richard  Spickard,  DVM  •  Rebecca  Johnson,  DVM 
Calvin  G.  Lum,  DVM  •  David  Clark,  DVM 

5264  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
415-920-6980  •  www.ahnsf.com 

FREE  PARKING 


Co 

kJ  / 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 


T  he  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/ Body  Image 

•  Life  Transitions/Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerns/ Choices 

•  Personal  Growth/Spiritual  Issues 

1782  Chuhch  Si.,  San  Fkani  isco  •415.64H.2644  •  ww.<:iis.mx;/uxjnshj:>k; 


(©5CIIS 


Zephyr 
^ Real  Estate 
4040  24th  St. 


RocketDog  Rescue 

415-642-4786  www.rocketdogrescue.org 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 
8  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Nighttime  Emergency  hours 
6  p.m.  -  8  a.m. 

Seven  Days  a  Week! 
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Same  Great  store  . . . 

Great  new  owners. 

Great  new  attitude. 
Great  new  merchandise. 


Your  favorite  neighborhood  children's  resale  boutique  has  a  new  owner . . . 
and  we're  working  on  a  new  look,  a  new  feel,  and  new  products! 

Stop  by  to  meet  us  and  ask  about  our  Grand  Reopening  Party. 

We're  looking  forward  to  serving  our  favorite  neighborhood! 

videos  •  books  •  toys  •  clothes 

Let  us  help  you  find  strollers,  cribs,  and  car  seats  with  our  network  of  affiliated  stores. 


Noe  Valley's  Original  New  &  Used  Children's  Clothing  Store 


Our  special  thanks  to  Paul  &  Barbara  for  this  special  opportunity,  and  a  smooth  transition.  Best  wishes. 

Open  7  days  a  week.  Monday  -  Saturday  1 0:30  -  6:00,  Sunday  Noon  -  5:00 
Call  for  Merchandise  Buying  hours  or  make  an  appointment 

415-641  -  61 92  or  visit  us  at  1 306  Castro  St.  @  24th 


How  Was  Your  Day  at  School?  The  O  Brien  siblings  make  their  way  down  24th  Street  after  having  stopped  for  their  traditional  cookie  at  the  Noe  Valley  Bakery.  Big  sister 
Juliet,  who  is  7,  and  5-year-old  Gabriel  attend  St.  Philip  s  School  on  Elizabeth  Street.  For  now,  2-year-old  Liam  gets  to  ride  home.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Noe  Valley  Kids 
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BARBARA  K.  ROCKMAN,  Ph.D. 
&  JULIE  MANYAK,  M.S. 

SPEECH-LANGUAGE  PATHOLOGISTS 


Specializing  in 

CHILDREN’S  SPEECH 
AND  LANGUAGE 

Certified  Pi  •ovider  of  Fast  ForWord  Programs 

* 

363  Jersey  Street  •  415-550-8255 


DAV 

|  SCHOOL 


t  Children's  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
inspiration  to  grow.  That's  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals  and  an  enchanting 
organic  garden.  It's  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is 
project-based,  integrated  across  academic 
disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept 

of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


ASK  ABOUT  OUR  EXPANSION 

6th  grade  began  fell  2003 
7th  grade  began  fell  2004 
8th  grade  began  fell  2005 


St.  Paul’s  School 

Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly ,  warm 
learnmg  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  85  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 

School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 
by  appointment 

We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 


Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


ST. 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2006-07 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 


PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 


YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94112 

(415)  333-1800 

www.stfinnbarr.org 
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Illustrated  by  Laura  McCloskey 


What  do  today's  kids  have  in  common 
with  kids  going  to  school  in  the  1930s? 
The  brown  lunch  sack. 

School  Lunches 
Then  and  Now 

Seventy  years  ago,  Noe  Valley 
kids  ate  school  lunches  just 
like  they  do  now.  But  back 
then,  the  lunches  cost  less  and  were 
oftentimes  made  by  the  kids’  moms. 

Longtime  Douglass  Street 
resident  and  historian  Paul  Kantus, 
79,  recalls  his  time  as  a  student  in 
Noe  Valley.  When  Mr.  Kantus 
attended  Alvarado  Elementary 
School  in  the  1930s,  he  often  went 
home  for  lunch  because  he  lived  so 
close  by.  "My  mom  would  cook  up 
something  warm,"  he  says.  “Some¬ 
times  I  did  bring  a  lunch  in  a  brown 
sack.  At  Alvarado,  we  would  eat 
lunch  on  benches  along  the  lower 
playground.”  About  half  of  his 
fellow  students  brought  their  lunch 
from  home  in  a  brown  paper  sack. 

At  James  Lick  School  in  1939^40, 
Kantus  recalls  guying  hamburgers 
and  sandwiches  (and  ice  cream)  for 
five  cents.  The  kids  who  didn’t  bring 
a  bag  lunch  would  race  to  the 
cafeteria  after  morning  classes. 
"There  were  about  600  kids  in  the 
school,  and  we  would  make  a  mad 
dash  to  the  cafeteria.  I’d  take  my 
books  with  me,  rather  than  stopping 
by  my  locker,  since  I  didn’t  want  to 
wait  in  a  long  line.” 

Students  could  purchase  meals 
from  the  teachers’  side  of  the 
cafeteria  too,  for  1 5  cents.  Those 
meals  were  hot  plates  with  a  main 
dish  and  a  vegetable.  “I  especially 
remember  the  tamale  pie,  which 
they  cut  in  squares.  That  was  good,” 
says  Kantus. 

Later  at  Mission  High  School,  the 
girls  ate  in  the  cafeteria,  while  the 
boys  ate  outside  at  the  “Beanery,” 
remembers  Kantus.  “At  the  Beanery, 
we  could  get  burgers  for  five  cents.” 

Today,  school  lunches  cost  more 
than  a  nickel.  In  the  city’s  public 
schools,  lunch  costs  $1.75  at 
elementary  schools  and  $2  at  middle 
and  high  schools.  Schools  provide 
hot  meals  like  Salisbury  steak  and 
chili  with  beans.  On  some  days,  they 
still  serve  a  cheeseburger.  In  2003, 
junk  food — soda  and  potato  chips — 
was  oullawed  in  school  cafeterias 
and  vending  machines.  Overall, 
schools  are  trying  to  make  the 
lunches  they  serve  healthier,  while 
keeping  the  prices  down. 

But  one  thing  hasn’t  changed: 
there  are  still  students  in  Noe  who 
bring  their  lunch  to  school  in  a 
brown  paper  sack. 
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SCHOOL  LUNCH: 
NOE  VALLEY  STYLE 


We  surveyed  a  number  of  Noe  Valley  restaurants  to  find  out 
what  they  thought  would  be  the  ultimate  school  lunch  for 
kids.  Here  are  their  recommendations. 


ALICE’S 

1599  Sanchez  Street 

Recipe:  The  chef  at  Alice’s 
Restaurant  recommends  chow 
mein  and  sweet  and  sour  pork  for 
a  school  lunch.  Alice’s  chow 
mein  includes  egg  noodles, 
chicken,  and  vegetables  sauteed 
in  soy  sauce.  The  sweet  and  sour  pork  has  tomato,  pineapple, 
carrots,  pork,  and  sweet  and  sour  sauce. 


RISTORANTE  BACCO 
737  Diamond  Street 

Recipe:  Chef  Vincenzo  Cucco  at 
Ristorante  Bacco  recommends 
pappardelle  bolognese  for  a 
school  lunch.  This  dish  includes 
homemade  fettuccine  pasta  with 
a  sauce  made  from  ground  beef,  pork,  and  veal,  plus  onion,  celery, 
carrot,  and  tomatoes. 


BARNEY’S  GOURMET 
HAMBURGERS 
4138  24th  Street 

Recipe:  Barney’s  manager, 

Sandy,  says  a  lunch  of  breaded 
chicken  strips  would  be  the  kids’ 
favorite.  The  plate  includes  fried 
chicken  strips,  french  fries,  and 
your  choice. of  thousand  island,  BBQ,  ranch,  or  ketchup  dipping 
sauce.  Sandy  recommends  some  lemonade  to  top  it  all  off. 


FRESCA  RESTAURANT 
3945  24th  Street 

Recipe:  At  Fresca,  the  chefs 
recommend  a  Peruvian  favorite 
called  salchipapa.  The  dish  is 
chopped  hot  dogs  and  french 
fries  mixed  together.  They  also 
recommend  a  burrito  made 
with  rice,  beans,  cheese,  and  a 
flour  tortilla. 


CAFE  PONTE 
751  Diamond  Street 

Recipe:  Bruce  Ponte,  the  owner 
of  Cafe  Ponte,  recommends  a 
piece  of  strawberry  rhubarb 
crumble  for  lunch.  He  says  it’s 
healthy  and  “veggie-like.”  The 
dish  is  made  with  whole-grain 
granola,  sugar,  and  cooked 
rhubarb.  Serve  it  warm  like  pie. 
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NOE  VALLEY  DELI 
4007  24th  Street 

Recipe:  Rami,  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Deli  on  24th  Street,  says  a  turkey 
sandwich  makes  a  good  school 
lunch.  You’ll  need  a  soft  roll, 
fresh  sliced  turkey,  cheese, 
mayonnaise,  lettuce,  and  tomato. 


What  Is  Your  Favorite 
School  Lunch? 

Some  first-grade  students  at 

Alvarado  Elementary  School  in 
Noe  Valley  want  to  share  their 
idea  of  the  perfect  school  lunch. 

Six-year-old 
Carolina  Rios 

says  her 
favorite  lunch 
would  be  clam 
chowder.  She 
recommends 
mixing 

broccoli  and  a 
can  of  clam  chowder  together  to  make  a 
"delicious  meal.” 

Jake  Lisser, 

also  6.  says  his 
favorite  school 
lunch  is  a 
cheese  roll-up. 

The  ingredients 
are  one  flour 
tortilla  (large) 
and  one  slice  of 
Cheddar  or  other  cheese.  Lay  the  tortilla 
on  a  damp  paper  towel.  Cover  the 
center  of  the  tortilla  with  cheese. 
Microwave  the  tortilla  and  cheese  on 
the  paper  towel  for  20  to  25  seconds. 
Roll  the  tortilla  up  like  a  sleeping  bag. 
Let  it  cook  for  5  minutes,  wrap  it  up  and 
put  it  in  your  lunchboX. 

Six-year-old 

Natalie 

Simrock  wrote 
in  Spanish  that 
her  favorite 
school  lunch  is 
"galletas 
saladas  de 
arroz,  pasta  con 
queso,  pina  dulce,  jamon,  jugo  de  uvas,” 
which  in  English  means  rice  cakes, 
pasta  with  cheese,  pineapple,  ham,  and 
grape  juice. 


December’s  School  Menu 

Here  is  the  San  Francisco  School 
District’s  official  menu  for  the  last 
week  before  vacation  starts  in 
December.  Each  meal  also  has  fresh  or 
chilled  fruit.  Milk  is  available,  too. 

Monday,  Dec.  12:  Roast  turkey  with 
mashed  potatoes  and  gravy,  whole 
wheat  bread 

Tuesday,  Dec.  13:  Pepperoni  pizza, 
baby  carrots  with  ranch  dressing 

Wednesday,  Dec.  14:  Hamburger  on  a 
bun,  corn  on  the  cob 

Thursday,  Dec.  15:  Chicken  chow 
mein  with  mixed  vegetables 

Friday,  Dec.  16:  Wheat  grilled 
turkey/ham  and  cheese  sandwich,  baby 
carrots  with  ranch  dressing 


*  Special  Thanks  * 

to 

Paul  Kantus,  founder  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Archives;  the  Noe  Valley  restaurants  who 
responded  to  our  survey;  and  to 
Alvarado's  first-grade  teachers  and 
students,  especially  Rosalie  Simrock. 
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Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 

Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants,  and  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


*'« 
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MUSIC 


THE  JOY  OF  FAMILY  MUSIC1 


Winter  Session  runs  Jan  9th  -  Mar  18th 

10  Weeks  of  Musical  Fun! 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location 


“FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

JuniOr  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


A 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


Visit  the  web  site  or  call  to  get  started! 


415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


^GPEN  HOUSE 
Sat.  December  3 
11:00  -  2:00» 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 
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CYCLERY 
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4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 

Tues.  —  Sat.  II  —  6 
Sun.  11—5 
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Since  1976 


•  Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 


All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 


Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 

180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 

_ _ _ ) 


The  ‘Room  to  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2005-06  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


tWe  room.  To  $eo*> 

P  ft  8  $  C  VI  ©  O  L 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 1 0  •  41 5-826-9598  *  www.1heroomtogjow.org 


Superior 

Servke 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  1979 


O 

BBB 

T®" 


Now  Open  Saturday  9am-3pm 

Full  Service  on  all  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs. 


2233  Harrison  St./  18th  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon-Fri,  8am  -  6pm 


St  Philip  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


The  faculty,  staff,  students  and  families  of  St.  Philip's 
wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

A  neighborhood  school  providing 

•  6  year  WASC  accreditation  •  Small  classes  in  K-8 
•  Low  teacher  student  ratios*  a.m.  &  p.m.  extended  care 
•  Mobile  technology  laboratories 
•  A  wide  variety  of  after  school  programs, 
including  language,  sports  league  and  the  arts 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour 
Sr.  Ann  Cronin  B.V.M.,  Principal 
665  Elizabeth  Street 
(415)  824  8467 

info<g>saintphilipschool.com  www.saintphilipschool.com 


Excellence  in  Education  since  1938 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  2005  /  January  2006  5 1 


SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Here's  the  latest  news  from  James 
Lick  Middle  School  and  Fairmount 
and  Alvarado  elementary  schools,  pro¬ 
vided  by  school’boosters  and  volunteers. 

JAMES  LICK 

The  Story  of  Cafe  Lick 

It’s  8  p.m.  on  a  Monday  night,  and  the 
school  is  still  half  filled  with  students. 

But  at  this  hour,  the  students  are  adults 
enrolled  in  City  College  classes.  As 
instructors  adjourn  for  mid-evening 
breaks,  crowds  of  hungry — or  sleepy— 
learners  gather  near  the  main  office  in 
front  of  a  counter  overflowing  with 
brightly  wrapped  snacks  and  large  urns 
of  coffee. 

Tonight,  Owen  Baker-Flynn,  the  par¬ 
ent  of  an  eighth-grader  and  current 
buyer/manager  of  Cafe  Lick,  is  working 
alone  behind  the  counter.  With  a  wel¬ 
coming  grin  and  easy  banter,  he  deftly 
juggles  cash,  chips,  and  chocolate  bars. 
But  that  isn’t  too  surprising,  considering 
that  Baker-Flynn  is  a  professional  jug¬ 
gler  and  fire-eater. 

When  City  College  began  renting  the 
James  Lick  campus  for  night  classes, 
the  PTSA  seized  the  opportunity  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  needed  service  while  raising 
funds  to  pay  for  school  supplies,  sports 
uniforms,  student  travel,  after-school 
activities,  and  participation  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Camaval.  Cafe  Lick  is  now  the 
parent-teacher-student  organization’s 
primary  fundraiser,  bringing  in  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  each  year. 

The  snack  bar  is  open  almost  year- 
round,  whenever  City  College  classes 
are  in  session.  Normally,  two  families 
are  scheduled  to  staff  tffe  snack  bar  each 
shift,  with  parents  helping  their  off¬ 
spring  learn  to  keep  smiling  while  total¬ 
ing  orders  and  counting  out  change. 

When  you  see  the  schoolyard  packed 
with  cars,  you  will  know  that  people  are 
learning  valuable  skills  apd  the  school 
is  raising  money  for  important  projects. 
Now  wouldn't  you  like  to  drop  by,  pick 
up  a  schedule,  and, sign  up  for  a  City 
College  class  next  semester? 

Annual  Auction  Feb.  10 

Save  the  evening  of  Friday,  Feb.  10, 
2006,  for  James  Lick’s  annual  auction 
at  SomArts  Cultural  Center,  934  Bran- 
nan  at  Ninth  Street.  This  PTSA-spon- 
sored  event  supports  many  important 
programs  at  James  Lick.  Join  us  for 
delicious  appetizers,  cocktails,  dancing, 
and  bidding  for  lots  of  great  merchan¬ 
dise  donated  by  generous  Noe  Valley 
and  San  Francisco  merchants. 

The  auction  kicks  off  at  6:30  p.m., 
followed  by  dancing  and  socializing 
until  1 1  p.m.  Tickets  are  $15  in  advance  • 
(available  at  the  school  or  by  e-mailing 
chris@gokid.org)  or  $20  at  the  door. 
Funds  raised  will  support  student  travel 
to  Costa  Rica  or  Ashland  for  the  Oregon 
Shakespeare  Festival,  as  well  as  the 
school’s  Camaval  contingent.  So  mark 
your  calendars,  brush  up  on  those  salsa 
lessons,  and  put  on  your  dancing  shoes! 

Got  Books? 

A  special  thank-you  to  Cover  to 
Cover  on  Castro  Street  for  hosting  a 
pre-holiday  fundraiser  on  Nov.  29, 
donating  15  percent  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  night's  sales  to  the  James  Lick 
PTSA.  In  addition  to  supporting  both 
the  school  and  the  bookstore,  shoppers 
were  able  to  choose  gifts  and  make  per¬ 


sonal  purchases  from  the  store’s  out¬ 
standing  selection  of  books  for  all  ages, 
including  titles  in  Spanish.  Tracy 
Wynne,  the  store’s  specialist  in  chil¬ 
dren’s  and  adolescent  literature,  was  on 
hand  to  assist  customers. 

A  Taste  of  Cuba 

Bring  the  whole  family  to  Laurel's  • 
Restaurant.  205  Oak  Street  at  Gough, 
from  Dec.  4  to  8.  You  can  enjoy  great 
Cuban  food  for  dinner  or  lunch  and 
raise  funds  for  the  James  Lick  PTSA 
programs.  Mention  James  Lick  when 
paying  your  bill,  and  15  percent  of  your 
check  will  be  donated  to  the  school.  See 
www.laurelsrestauraiU.com. 

That  Bulldog  Spirit 

“Bulldog  Spirit"  wristbands  are  being 
sold  by  our  students  to  raise  money  for 
their  trip  to  Costa  Rica  in  February.  Stu¬ 
dents  and  members  of  the  community 
are  showing  their  spirit  by  purchasing 
the  wristbands  for  only  $2  each! 

Hang  Artwork  in  Your  Shops 

The  James  Lick  Merchant  Commu¬ 
nity  Alliance  will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  1 1,  at  3:45  p.m.  Merchants,  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  friends  of  the  school  are 
invited  to  attend.  We  are  extending  a 
special  invitation  to  local  merchants 
who  would  be  interested  in  showcasing 
artwork  by  our  students  at  their  places 
of  business— a  great  way  to  warm  up 
those  bare  walls! 

Stay  in  Touch 

Call  695-5675,  or  our  message  num¬ 
ber,  436-0349,  for  information,  or  drop 
by  the  school,  1220  Noe  Street  at  Clipper. 

Come  Look  Inside 

School  tours  continue  on  Thursday 
mornings  from  9  to  10  a.m.  through 
Feb.  2,  2006.  starting  in  the  Parent 
Room.  You  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
meet  current  Lick  families,  see  the 
school,  and  meet  with  our  principal. 
E-mail  sandra@ppssf.org  to  confirm  or 
to  arrange  an  alternative  time.  Thank 
you  for  sharing  your  ideas,  talents,  and 
support  for  our  public  schools. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


FAIRMOUNT 

Jorge  Santana  Rocks  the 
Party  Next  Door 

A  warm  sunny  day  brought  out  parents, 
friends,  and  family  to  the  Chenery 
Street  mansion  of  philanthropist  Bob 
Pritikin  on  Sunday,  Nov.  20,  as  Jorge 
Santana  stoked  the  crowd  at  Fairmount 
School’s  fall  fundraiser.  Hundreds  of 
partygoers  toured  the  eclectic  mansion 
between  musical  sets,  viewing  the 
renowned  art  collection,  political  arti¬ 
facts,  grand  piano,  and  indoor  sw  im¬ 
ming  pool.  Pritikin,  who  donated  use  of 
the  mansion  as  well  as  a  full  bar  and 
barbecue  buffet,  also  brought  down  the 
house  playing  his  saw'in  a  grand  finale. 

PTA  chair  Nancy  Windesheim  said, 
“We  couldn’t  have  done  it  without  our 
school  community  and  Madelaine 
Vella,”  referring  to  the  parent  organizer 
who  was  the  driving  force  behind  the 
event.  Vella  added,  “It  was  truly  some¬ 
thing  to  remember  and  goes  to  show 
that  anything,  just  about,  is  possible.” 

Approximately  $20,000  was  raised 
for  Fairmount’s  art,  music,  and  dance 
programs,  and  the  party  is  sure  to 
become  an  annual  affair. 

Winter  Celebration  to  Showcase 
K-3  Talent 

This  year,  Fairmount  has  embarked 
upon  a  unique  artistic  rotation  for  all  12 
of  its  kindergarten  through  third-grade 


classes.  Coordinated  by  parent  Jennifer 
Knudsen  and  overseen  by  the  school’s 
instructional  reform  facilitator,  each 
class  will  have  the  opportunity  to  expe¬ 
rience  a  full  nine  weeks  of  instruction  in 
Ballet  Folklorico.  Brava  Theatre,  and 
Garden  Science,  taught  by  parent  Kate 
Simmons.  This  unusual  artistic  combo 
comes  as  Fairmount  continues  to 
upgrade  its  visual  and  performing  arts 
programs  and  tap  the  rich  cultural  diver¬ 
sity  found  at  the  school. 

The  K-3  dance  and  theater  groups 
will  perform  at  Fairmount's  Winter  Cel¬ 
ebration,  to  be  held  Thursday,  Dec.  8,  at 
the  James  Lick  Middle  School  Audito¬ 
rium,  at  Noe  and  25th  streets.  The  Fair- 
mount  Falcon  Choir  under  the  musical 
direction  of  Vernon  Bush,  youth  choral 
director  at  Glide  Memorial  Church,  is 
also  slated  to  perform. 

Family-Friendly  Fairmount 

At  a  recent  event  held  at  the  LGBT 
Center  on  Market  Street,  prospective 
parents  of  school-age  students  learned 
about  public  and  private  schools  that 
support  gay  and  lesbian  families.  Fair- 
mount  was  well  represented  by  gay  and 
lesbian  parents,  who  described  how  the 
Fairmount  community  had  been  wel¬ 
coming  to  them  and  their  families. 

Principal  Karling  Aguilera-Fort  was 
also  present,  and  he  discussed  the 
school’s  programs  and  supportive  cul¬ 
ture  for  non-traditional  families. 

In  Our  Corner 

School  tours  continue  at  9  a.m.  on 
Tuesdays.  Stop  by  to  visit  our  class¬ 
rooms  and  meet  our  principal.  We’re  at 
the  southern  tip  of  Noe  Valley,  at  65 
Chenery  Street  near  Randall. 

— Tom  Ruiz 

ALVARADO 

PTA  Celebrates  Winter  with 
New  Sweatshirts 

The  Alvarado  PTA  will  host  a  Winter 
Festival  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  6,  at  6  p.m. 
This  magical  evening  of  songs,  crafts, 
and  delicious  food  will  also  include  a 
holiday  bazaar,  a  Spanish  book  fair, 
student  performances,  and  an 
opportunity  to  purchase  Alvarado 
School  sweatshirts.  The  potluck  event, 
which  replaces  the  school’s  regular 
monthly  PTA  meeting,  will  be  held  in 
the  school  cafeteria. 

See  How  Our  Garden  Grows 

Alvarado  families  pulled  on  their 
gloves  and  oiled  ug  their  gardening 
tools  twice  in  November  to  “spruce  up” 
the  grounds  and  do  a  bit  of  fall  planning 
in  the  school’s  famous  gardens.  Mara 


Sieling  coordinated  the  workdays  and 
collected  tools,  pots,  and  decorations 
donated  to  the  school.  Keep  your  eyes 
on  our  garden  and  see  how  it  grows! 

Writers’  Workshop  Blossoms  Too 

The  Literacy  Committee  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  the  Alvarado  Writers’ 
Workshop  resumed  this  fall,  with  16 
fourth-  and  fifth-grade  students  attend¬ 
ing.  After  the  success  of  the  pilot  proj¬ 
ect  in  Spring  2005,  the  Alvarado 
Writers’  Workshop  received  two  signifi¬ 
cant  outside  grants — from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Education  Fund  and  the 
Fitzpatrick  Foundation — and  is  now 
fully  funded  for  the  school  year,  with 
four  groups  of  students  working  in  the 
fall  and  the  potential  to  expand  that 
number  to  eight  in  the  spring. 

The  workshop  is  led  by  an  outstand¬ 
ing  new  teacher,  Cindy  Schwartz,  who 
brings  her  enthusiasm  and  a  background 
in  standardized  test  development  to  the 
teaching  of  writing.  The  workshop's 
goal  continues  to  be  to  sharpen  writing 
skills,  particularly  among  second-lan¬ 
guage  writers, Avho  may  benefit  from 
the  focused  attention  provided  by  the 
after-school,  small-group  format. 

Important  Dates 

The  last  day  of  school  before  winter 
break  is  Friday,  Dec.  16.  School  starts 
up  again  in  January  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  3. 

School  Tours 

Tours  of  Alvarado  will  continue  on 
Tuesdays  at  8:30  a.m.  through  Jan.  10, 
2006.  Applications  for  school  assign¬ 
ments  are  due  to  the  San  Francisco  Uni¬ 
fied  School  District  offices  on  Jan.  13, 
2006.  Please  call  695-5695  to  reserve 
space  on  a  tour. 

How  to  Reach  Us 

For  more  information,  contact  Volun¬ 
teer  Coordinator  Lisa  Barry  at  467-4748 
or  Iisa4304@yahoo.com.  The  Alvarado 
School  web  site,  in  English  and  Span¬ 
ish,  fncludes  calendar  information  and 
much  more:  www.alvaradoschool.net. 

— Lisa  Barry 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675  or  415-436-0349 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 

Clementina  Duron,  Principal 


Peek-a-bootique 

THANK  YOU  NOE  VALLEY 
FOR  1 5  FANTASTIC  YEARS. 
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ISH  YOU  THE  BEST  OF  LUCK, 

3  THE  GREATEST  SUCCESS. 

5;  PAUL,  BARBARA  &  STAFF. 
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HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


<KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at  * 

1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.55Q.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KiafbMakj 

Cabinetry 


CORIAN!  GRANITE  ZODIAQ" 


Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 

WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<g> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


LIVE  OAK  SCHOOL 

*  www.liveoakschoolsf.org 

LIVE  OAK  SCHOOL  MISSION 

Live  Oak  School  supports  the  potential  and  promise  of  each  student.  We  provide  a 
strong  academic  foundation,  develop  personal  confidence  and  the 
ability  to  collaborate  with  others,  inspire  students  to  act  with  compassion  and  integrity,  and 
nurture  a  passion  for  learning  to  last  a  lifetime. 

Live  Oak  is  an  independent,  coeducational  K-8  elementary  school. 

Each  fall,  we  enroll  one  kindergarten  class  and  one  sixth  grade  class. 

Students  are  enrolled  at  other  grades  as  spaces  are  available. 

Admissions  for  fall  2006  begin  this  October. 

We  invite  you  to  call  for  a  tour. 

1555  Mariposa  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

415-861-8840 
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St  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


We  wish  you  a  happy  Christmas  and  look 
forward  to  welcoming  you  to  our  brand 
new  facility  in  the  New  Year. 


For  information,  tours  and  applications, 
Call  Hope  Peterson,  Director 
(415)  282-0141 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
where  you're 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St. on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5.647.6000 


•  joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


Mission 
Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371 i6th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


FAMILY  8®HETICS^t|^TKY 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  2005  /  January  2006  53 


BOOKS  in  our  BRANCH 


This  being  the  last  issue  of  the  Voice  until  February — and  with  the  closure  for  renovation  of 
the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  scheduled  for  early  2006 — we  gave  Noe  Valley  chil¬ 
dren’s  librarian  Carol  Small  and  Voice  reader-at-large  Karol  Barske  the  opportunity  to  list  some 
of  their  personal  favorites  in  this  month’s  “Books  in  Our  Branch”  column.  Most  of  the  titles 
below  should  be  on  the  shelves  at  45 1  Jersey  Street.  But  to  check  out  a  book’s  availability, 
call  the  branch  at  355-5707  or  visit  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  web  site:  www.sfpl.org. 
The  Noe  Valley  Library  plans  to  stay  open  right  up  until  the  renovation  begins  (the  most  recent 
projection  is  January).  Meanwhile,  branch  hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays, 
1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  10  a.m.  to  6 
p.m.  For  updated  information,  call  the  Chief  of  Branches  office  at  557-4353. 


Children’s  Fiction 

❖  Torontosaurus  Rex,  Billy  Batter,  Patrick 
Ping,  and  Patrick  Pong  are  characters  in 
Dinosaur  Dinner  (With  a  Slice  of  Alligator 
Pie),  a  selection  of  poems  by  Canadian 
writer  Dennis  Lee.  Ages  3  to  7. 

V  In  Tell  Me  Again  About  the  Night  l  Was 
Born  by  Jamie  Lee  Curtis,  a  young  child 
delights  in  her  loving  adoptive  parents  as 
they  describe  the  night  they  first  welcomed 
her  into  their  family.  Ages  5  to  7. 

In  Three  Cheers  for  Catherine  the  Great 
by  Cari  Best  (illustrated  by  Giselle  Potter), 
Sara  sees  that  her  “no  present”  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  to  express  her  love  for  her  Russian 
grandmother.  Ages  5  to  8. 

Little  Gopher  does  not  become  a  warrior, 
but  he  makes  a  valuable  artistic  contribution 
to  his  tribe,  in  The  Legend  of  the  Indian 
Paintbrush,  a  Native  American  folk  tale 
retold  and  illustrated  by  Tomie  dePaola. 

Ages  5  to  8. 

A  man  in  a  small  village  is  finally  able  to 
appreciate  his  home  environment  when  he 
realizes,  with  the  rabbi's  help,  that  It  Could 
Always  Be  Worse,  in  a  tale  retold  by  Margot 
Zemach.  Ages  6  to  9. 

Feeling  the  harsh  impact  of  the  Jim  Crow 
laws  in  1950s  Nashville,  'Tricia  Ann  is 
grateful  to  finally  arrive  at  the  public  library, 
in  Coin’  Someplace  Special  by  Patricia  C. 
McKissack,  illustrated  by  Jerry  Pinkney. 
Ages  6  and  up. 

<!>  For  one  week  each  summer,  Joe  and  Mary 
Alice  go  to  a  small  town  to  visit  their 
eccentric  grandmother,  who  never  ceases  to 
amaze  them,  in  A  Long  Way  From  Chicago 
by  Richard  Peck.  Ages  10  and  up. 

<  A  1 0-year-old  boy,  motivated  by  the  need 
to  find  his  father,  runs  away  from  a  foster 
home  and  journeys  across  the  state  of  Michi¬ 
gan,  in  Christopher  Paul  Curtis’  Bud,  Not 
Buddy.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Twelve-year-old  Jonas  lives  in  a  peaceful 
and  “perfect”  society,  but  he  starts  to  have 
memories  and  feelings  that  he  doesn’t  fit  in 
as  well  as  he  did  before,  in  The  Giver  by 
Lois  Lowry.  Ages  10  and  up. 

— Carol  Small.  Head  Librarian, 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library 


Adult  Fiction 

V  J.T.  Leroy,  author  of  The  Heart  Is  Deceit¬ 
ful  Above  All  Things,  tells  the  tale  of  a  home¬ 
less  teen  and  his  pet  snail  in  Harold’s  End. 

V'  Michelle  Tea’s  illustrated  novel  Rent  Girl, 
along  with  Valencia  and  The  Passionate  Mis¬ 
takes  and  Intricate  Corruption  of  One  Girl  in 
America,  describes  a  wild  phase  of  her  life. 

A  reclusive  by  lovable  young  man  with 
countless  phobias,  quirks,  and  self-doubts  is 
drawn  to  others  despite  himself  in  The  Plea¬ 
sure  of  His  Company,  by  actor  Steve  Martin. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

V  In  The  Worst  Years  of  Our  Lives,  a  book 
of  essays  written  during  the  1980s.  Barbara 
Ehrenreich  (author  of  Nickeled  and  Dimed) 
describes  the  “decade  of  greed.” 

^  Malcolm  Gladwell,  author  of  The  Tipping 
Point,  explains  how  first  impressions  and 
snap  judgments  are  valuable,  in  Blink. 

$  Arcadia  Publishing’s  historical  photo 
books  include  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley 
(by  local  author  Bill  Yenne)  and  other  neigh¬ 
borhoods  in  the  city  and  throughout  the  U.S. 

V  Former  nun  Karen  Armstrong  describes 
her  reentry  into  the  secular  world,  in  The 
Spiral  Staircase.  An  earlier  memoir. 

Through  the  Narrow  Gate,  explained  her 
choice  to  enter  convent  life. 

<$>  In  Better  Than  Sane:  Tales  from  a  Dan¬ 
gling  Girt,  Alison  Rose  recounts  her  days  at 
the  New  Yorker. 

— Karol  Barske 
♦  Noe  Valley  Voice  staff 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Saturday  Lapsits 

The  library’s  lapsits  for  infants,  toddlers, 
and  their  parents  feature  stories,  songs,  and 
finger  plays,  and  take  place  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
Saturdays  Dec.  3  and  Jan.  7,  14,  and  28. 

Stories  and  Films 

Kids  ages  2  to  5  are  invited  to  attend  a 
preschool  story  time  at  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays 
Dec.  20  and  27,  and  Jan.  3,  17,  24,  and  31. 
Films  for  children  will  be  shown  at  both  10 
and  1 1  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  10. 


DANU  HAIR  DESIGN 

Real  People  /  Real  Hair 


your  life  •  your  look  •  your  choice 


$15.00 


off  initial  color  or  full  hi-lite 

$10.00 

off  haircut 


Danu  Hair  Design  •  1304  A  Castro  at  24th 
415.643.4405  offer  good  until  ends  -  may  not 

be  combined  with  any  other 

www.danuhairdesign.com  offer  -  one  time  use  only 


\ 


DECEMBER  SHOP 

and  Noe 

JANUARY  i0(jjver  VALLEY 

booksellers 

•••••••••••«••••••••••••• 

Our  Gift  Cards  are  perfect 
for  holiday  giving! 

(get  one  for  yourself  too) 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 
415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 
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®City  College  of  San  Francisco 
Spring  2006  Classes 
Start  January  17th  at 
Castro/Valencia  Campus 

Many  of  the  credit  courses  offered  at  Castro/Valencia  Campus  have 
openings  for  new  students.  Check  out: 

•  Art  Classes 
•  Music  Appreciation 
•  Acting  and  Directing  for  the  Theatre 
•  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences 
•  Labor  Studies 

•  English  Composition  and  Creative  Writing 
•  LGBT  classes  in  Film,  Art,  Literature  and  History 
•  Foreign  Languages 

•  Supporting  LGBT  families  in  Early  Childhood  Education 

•  New  course  in  Pre-Stonewall  Writers  and  Culture 
offered  at  the  LGBT  Center,  1800  Market  Street 
•  Women's  Studies 
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26th  St 

Castro/Valencia  Campus,  1220  Noe  St.,  SF,  CA  94114 

(in  the  James  Lick  Middle  School) 
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Just  $26  a  credit.  Counseling  and  financial  Aid  available. 

Apply  Online  Now  at  www.ccsf.edu.  For  more  information, 
call  415.239.3127  (days)  or  415.550.4500  (evenings). 

Free  parking  at  1220  Noe  Street.  Bookstore  on  site. 
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KATAMA 

DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

A  planning  and  land  use  company 
of  former  municipal  planners 
providing  planning  solutions  and 
entitlements  for  residential  and 
commercial  development. 
(415)  341-8890 


JOM  poqo 

HANDYMAN 

Reliable  &  Experienced 


•  picture  hanging 
>  window  repairs 

■  lock  replacement 

•  electrical  problems 


■  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 
>  light  fixtures 

■  furniture  assembly 
•  hot  water  heaters 


Even  bikes,  lamps,  walls,  drawers,  floors,  routine  and 
preventative  maintenance  and  other  common  Irritants 

Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Sewing  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  Companies. 


fix 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
affix@pacbell.net 
www.fixredesign.com 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


ROOF  LEAKS? 

WATER  DAMAGE? 


GUTTERS,': 
SIDING*  i^ 
WINDOWS, 
DOORS? 


A  San  Francisco 
service  since 
1974 
CA  General 
Contractor  Lie. 
#  302079 


For  a  complete  •  . 

inspection 

call:  The  fc ZZJ 

Robert  Gill  Co. 

Toll  free-24/7  877-904-2581 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERS0N  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

415.282.5406 


A  FI  I.L, 
SERVICE 
COMI’AM 

■  1C  «  7  181111 


% 

PIUMBINC  SINCE 

1894 

www.krishtpliimlMng.rom 


(415)671-1500 


SHANTA 

DESIGN  |  BUILD 

Since  1974,  specialists  in  high 
quality  residential  remodeling 

•  Kitchen  and  bathroom  renovations 

•  Home  additions — vertical  &  horizontal 

•  Major  structural  improvements 

•  Restoration  of  fine  period  homes 

•  Leak  diagnosis  and  repair 


415.821.4091 


license  442870  B 


North  Cal 
Roofing 
&  Siding 

Quality  Work  Since  1981 

John  Bailey 
415  333-3701 

All  Types 
Free  Estimates 

CA  License  #757164 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


E  A  Electric 


Electric  Contracting  services 


Lighting  Consultation  Available 

Lie.  #593027 

(415)  585-0432  *  902-4046 

E  A  Electric  is  an  active  supporter  of 
Bay  Area  Non-Violent  Communication 

See  www.cnvc.org 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Volley  for  over  1 0  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


All  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.269.1941 

Stole  License  626953 


UOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  etc. 

trash,  junk,  garbage 
ArrumNcEs,  stoves, 

CARPET  REMOVAL.  SERVICES, 
CARfET  PAIRING  *  NAn-STRIfS 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


<€=>  «ssr|£ 


li’  AME&  LOCKSMITH  ; 
r-.  &  SECURITY  INC. 

}\  3977  24th  Street  \ 

^  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  ;J> 

|j  Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 

Mobile  Service  vi' 

H  (415)  282-7919  h 

•ej>  ’j,  rrjj  <$>=>  03  SZ2& 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 


Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 


HIM 


3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


PaRadig 


m 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERH0USE  CONSTRUCTION, INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 

Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


ardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  #651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282-1612 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 
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Neighborhood  Services 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 


Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Chez  Touch att,  MFT,  LCSW 
Psychotherapy 


Specializing  in  Couples 
Relationship  Dynamics 


415.821.6039 

SATURDAY  APPOINTMENTS  AVAILABLE 
San  Francisco  •  Noe  Valley  Office 

MFT.  16090  LCSW  13829 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  FraiTcisco,  CA  94109 


Rick 
Collins 

Macintosh 
Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 

Tune-Ups/Upgrades 

(415)  821-1742 


James  Adams 

Counseling  Supportive  •  Interactive 
Approach  •  Solution-Focused  •  Life  Transitions  • 
Relationships  •  School  /  Work  /  Career 

Evaluations  Learning  Disabilities  and 
Differences  •  Learning  Style  •  ADD/ADHD 

415.336.3388 

Services  for  Adults  •  Adolescents  •  Children 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
Licensed  Educational  Psychologist  2493 
Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  39050 


STARLIGHT  +  STAR  BRIGHT 
DONATE  YOUR  CAR  TONIGHT 
888-942-WISH 

All  Donations  Benefit  Kids  of 
Cops  Killed  on  Duty 


ROBERTSON 


Richard 

Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

phone  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 
www.designbyrobertson.com ' 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical 
mental  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  *643  *3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  >  LCS  15026 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

/f  Drop  In  Ear  Clinic  11-2  Tues. 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


SINGING  LESSONS 
LEE  FOWLER 

Recently  Relocated  from  NY 

Beginners  -  Advanced 
Professionals 

Students  on  Broadway  and  in  Opera 

(415)  469*9697 


FREE  VOCAL  EVALUATION  WITH  THIS  AD 


newresi 

,-r7"TV 

VJoU 

c 

— —  • 

0 

=3S 

Resolve  disputes  with  a  professional  mediator 

•  Divorce  settlements 

•  Family/visitation  disputes 

•  Property  disputes 

•  Inheritance/estates 

•  Co-parenting 

•  Small  business 

•  Free  consultation 

I  Paul  R  Mertyn,  M.A. 

415.378.7903 

contactOnawrasolutlon.org 

a 

www.newrasolutlon.org  1 

j  MmMr  ot  Association  foe  Conflict  ResoMion  1  Serving  tt>*  Bey  Art  smco  2000  | 

aLMtST  INSTiNT  INTGRI0RS 


Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  zug@mindspring.coni 


^  DESIGNS  IY  WENDY  L.  MILLER 

Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


Vanessa  Watt,  MFT 

Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 

Utilizing  an  interactive  and  supportive 
approach  to  healing 

(415)  821*7517 

Certified  EMDR  Therapist 
Noe  Valley  Office 
MFT  #30986 


VISUAL  MEDIA  SOLUTIONS 
Fine  Printing 
Business  Collateral 
Marketing  Materials 
Graphic  Design 
www.vmsprint.com 
415.269.3341 
info@vmsprint.com 


Arts  Grafika 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
ORIGINAL  FINE  ART  PRINTS 
By  Appointment  Only 

(415)  330-0717 

etchings,  woodcuts, 


lithographs,  etc.  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  present 

Phone  for  our  print  list  or  for  appt. 


SUSAN  FRANJKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Specializing  in  couples,  sexuality  and 
parenting  throughout  the  life  cycle. 
Practical  solutions  for  everyday  life. 
Alternative  families  welcomed. 

415-262-5242 

MFC  23*130 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


'-V 

v  *  \ 

/  db  visser 
///  framing 

y  handmade  custom  frames 
'  from  reclaimed  or  sustainably 
harvested  hardwoods  & 
archival  matting 

demdre  visser  •  4 1 5.647.0370 
www.dbvisser.  net/framing 

Celebrations 

9La-e/°0  aXLu^  9lLifuAta^/ 

4021  ScuvcKe^Stteet/ 

Sunday,  Dec.  11  -  7  to  8  p.m. 

CHOIR  CONCERT  /  LABYRINTH 

A  medley  of  Taize  chants  and 
a  walking  meditation 

Wednesday,  Dec.  14  -  6:15  p.m. 

“BLUE  CHRISTMAS1’ 

Meditation  of  comfort  and  hope  in 
the  face  of  the  pain  and  loneliness 
some  feel  during  this  season 

•  CHRISTMAS  EVE  • 

Saturday,  Dec.  24  -  6:00  p.m. 

EAMILY  WORSHIP 

Song,  scripture  and  story 
ending  in  candlelight 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 


4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 


415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 


"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 
Your  Home  or  My  Studio 

David  Manley 

(415)641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
http:/ /ww  vv.speakeasy.org/  -  dmanley 


New  Leaf  Services 

Organizing  for  adoption? 
Enlarging  your  family? 


Call  or  email  Linda  fora 

no-obligation  consultation. 

415.285.3266 

info@newleafservices.com 
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A  Noe  Valley  Salon  in  a  very  busy,  walking  area  of 
24th  Street  is  looking  for  the  following  profession¬ 
als:  1 .  Hair  sty  lists  to  rent  a  station;  2.  Massage  ther¬ 
apist;  3.  Acupuncturist.  Great  opportunity  to  build 
up  and  grow!  Available  now.  Please  e-mail  your  re¬ 
sume  to  bellanemirovsky@yahoo.com  or  call  Bella 
at  415-550-8700. 

Are  You  Really  As  Happy  as  your  (or  your  neigh¬ 
bor’s)  cat?  Dissolve  all  lateral  chest  tensions.  Tol¬ 
erate  larger  amounts  of  bliss  by  learning  how  to  purr. 
Individual  lessons  by  appointment.  Fees  adjustable 
to  your  level  of  satisfaction  and  tracheal  flutter.  First 
lesson  free  by  e-mail  to  zero@futureone.com.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Massimo  Resonante. 

Dogilicious  Dog  Walks.  Noe  Valley  resident  offers 
Fort  Funston  and  other  canine  getaways.  Nancy, 
4 1 5-7 1 0-3 1 95;  dogiliciouswalks@hotniail.com. 


CLASS  ADS 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(ma$).  Decks  w  ith  views  of  stream,  woods,  and 
meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night  weekend. 
$375.  Seven  nights,  $600.  Discount  for  repeat 
guests.  Additional  nights  after  the  first  seven  are  $80 
per  night,  or  four  weeks  for  $2,000.  415-647-3052. 
Photos,  http://home.earthlink.net/~springmount/. 

Office  Support  Plus.  Business/home  office/out- 
sourcing.  415-239-0561. 

Housecleaner,  Personal  Assistant,  organizer,  care¬ 
giver,  companion.  driver,  errands,  moving,  packing. 
Detailed  professional  exceeds  your  expectations. 
Ten  years  of  experience.  Mike.  415-495-2312. 

Herb  Garden.  Grow  the  herbs  you  like  to  use.  in 
containers  or  in  your  yard,  simply  or  elaborately. 
Many  common  herbs  are  hearty  and  easy  to  grow 
in  our  Mediterranean  climate.  Other  gardening  ser¬ 
vices  as  well.  Gift  certificates.  Tom.  415-255-6225. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes.  We 
have  rflimerous  workshops  and  course  classes  cov¬ 
ering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  meditation, 
yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga,  relax¬ 
ation.  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  or  $12  for 
workshops.  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St.  415-821-11 17. 

Noe  Valley  Short-Term  Furnished  Rental.  For  de¬ 
tails  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call  415-695-7924. 

Over  50?  C'areer/Lifestyle  Planning.  “The  Best  Is 
Yet  to  Come”  career/lifestyle  exploration  groups. 
Step  into  the  life  or  work  you've  always  wanted. 
Have  fun.  assess  skills  and  interests,  get  small  group 
support  and  accountability  for  action.  Near  West 
Portal.  Good  public  transportation.  Great  parking. 
Consultant  Betty  Burr.  See  transitionsteps.com 
4 1 5-68 1  -8066:  Betty@transitionsteps.com 

Dog  Training  and  behavior  modification.  Expert 
private  work  in  your  home.  Any  problem,  any  dog. 
The  Pooch  Coach,  www.poochcoach.com:  415- 
643-3333. 

Picture  Framer:  Affordable  framing  and  mat-cut- 
ting.  Bemal  Heights.  50  to  70  percent  less  than  any¬ 
one  in  the  city.  Phone  for  price.  Douglas  Elliott.  Mu¬ 
seum  Standard  Framing.  415-550-9248. 

Catsitting  and  other  vacation  help  in  Noe  Valley  or 
adjacent  neighborhoods.  Retired  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent.  Lucy.  415-282-3676. 


Noe  Valley  Voice 

Class  Ads 


40^  a  word! 


The  deadline  is  the  15th  of  the  month 
Write  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


Piano  Lessons  and  Trumpet  Lessons.  At-home  in¬ 
struction  available  for  Noe  Valley  residents.  Begin¬ 
ning  adults  and  children  ages  6  and  up.  Contact  per¬ 
son:  Marina  Garza,  4 1 5-269-7507.  Over  1 0  years  of 
teaching  experience.  Bachelor's  and  master's  de¬ 
gree  in  Music  Education  and  Jazz  Studies. 

Massage:  Deep-tissue,  acupressure,  pregnancy,  re¬ 
flexology.  Experienced  female  therapist  since  1987. 
CaU  Dasha.  415-420-3750. 

Enjoy  Art?  G  Gallery  Is  Open!  Located  at  148 
Precita  Ave.,  941 10.  415-824-2489:  Gallery  hours 
4  to  6  p.m.,  Wednesday  through  Friday;  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  noon  to  5  p.m.  or  by  appointment.  To 
purchase  online:  www.ggallery.bi:.  Original  art  and 
prints.  Credit  cards  accepted. 

Vacation  Rental:  A  romantic  getaway  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  River  Valley.  Close  to  premier  wineries  and  fine 
dining.  See  us  at  www.springhillcabin.com.  707- 
887-1255:  e-mail  deanomyers@comcast.net. 

Bill’s  Errands:  Retired  businessman  can  drive  you 
to  doctor  appointments,  grocery  shopping,  errands. 

1 0  years  experience.  Reliable,  friendly,  outstanding 
references.  $20  per  hour:  two-hour  minimum.  Bill. 
415-826-3613. 

Vacation  Room  Rental,  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
safe,  comfortable'.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  Sue. 
4 1 5-82 1  -4890  or  emarsh5l08@aol.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning*iilm.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun.  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244;  www.kennedy- 
musicstudio.com. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I'm  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  Creative  Writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  arti¬ 
cles.  etc.  4 1 5-867- 1 582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com 

Kitchens-Kitchens-Kitchens.  Make  your  kitchen 
a  work  of  art.  Let  an  experienced  installer  give  you 
an  award-winning  experience.  Since  1980.  Lie. 
#403734.  Noel  Commins,  415-239-1353. 

Tax  Preparation  and  planning,  specializing  in  self- 
employed  individuals.  Enrolled  agent  licensed  to 
represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Ten  percent  dis¬ 
count  on  2005  tax  return  w  ith  this  ad.  4 1 5-695-1 819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 


Thoughtful,  Practical,  and  Insightful  short-  and 
long-term  psychotherapy  to  help  you  feel  more  suc¬ 
cessful  and  satisfied  in  your  life.  Relationships,  life 
changes,  career,  creativity,  sexuality,  loss.  Individ¬ 
uals  and  couples.  On  24th  Street.  Katrina  Child, 
M.A.,  M.F.T.  wwh. karri nachildTom :  4 1 5-255-3279. 

Gardener:  Maintenance,  irrigation,  plant  selec¬ 
tion.  design,  improvement  of  existing  gardens,  an¬ 
nual  color,  fence  repair.  References.  Tom,  255-6225. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Perfect 
for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  41 5-970-8 1 77;  www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Digital  Photography  Frustrations?  Future  Light 
Digital  Workshops  will  teach  you  to  shoot,  scan, 
print,  edit,  and  archive  your  digital  images.  Hands- 
on  classes  downtown.  Adobe  Certified  Expert,  www. 
fldigital.com.  Call  for  free  brochure:  415-541  -5320. 

Housecleaning.  Homes,  apartments,  offices.  Free 
estimates,  reasonable  prices.  Experienced,  reliable. 
Attention  given  to  details,  leaving  everything  clean, 
fresh,  and  tidy.  References  available.  Call  Phil  and 
Marie.  415-668-8310. 


Castro  Computer  Services 

http:/Avwn'.ciistrocomputerservices.com 


ON-SITE/IN-SHOP 
NETWORKING 
VIRUS  REMOVAL 
MAINTENANCE/  UPGRADES 
SECURITY /OPTIMIZATION 
DATA  BACKUP/RECOVERY 
CUSTOM  COMPUTERS 


Located  at  1320  Castro  Street  certified 

behveen  24th  and  Jersey  Street  Professional 


415-826-6678 


Mac 


Store  Hours 

Mon-Fil  9:(M)am-5:30pni 
Sat-Sun  9:00am-5:00pin 


Bed  and  Breakfast — Noe  Valley.  Parents  or  friends 
coming  and  no  room?  Reserve  a  lovely  two-room 
apartment  with  private  entrance  and  bathroom,  fire¬ 
place.  kitchen,  antiques,  cable  TV,  and  wireless  In¬ 
ternet.  Near  24th  Street  and  J-Church.  o/iverhouse 
@rcn.com  or  4 1 5-695-0700. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  www.mvstudvbuddy.org.  Jane  Radcliffe,  415- 
586-4577. 

Flute  Lessons  offered  by  Noe  Valley-based  flutist. 
15  years  teaching  experience.  B.A.  and  M.M.  Open¬ 
ings  for  all  levels  and  ages.  Fun  and  professional. 
Carla,  4 15-648-3651. 

Licensed  Painting  and  Plaster  Repair.  Small  or 

large  jobs.  Interior  and  exterior.  License  #497-214. 
Please  caf)  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Computer  Repairs,  maintenance,  user  education 
(tutoring),  and  migration  (switching  ISPs).  Hard¬ 
ware  and  software:  installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation  and  network 
(wired  and  wireless)  setup.  Virus,  trojan,  and  spy- 
ware  removal.  Web  site  construction.  Competitive 
rates,  house  calls,  small  to  large  jobs,  and  can  work 
with  non-technical  individuals.  References.  John, 
415-586-2333. 

Experienced  Painter.  Fine  interiors  and  exteriors 
since  1981.  Color  and  design  consultation.  Tidy, 
small  crew;  fabulous  references.  Call  Chris  today  at 
415-724-3173. 


PC  Training.  Introduction  to  Win,  Word.  Excel. 
PowerPoint,  Publisher,  Internet  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and 
a  half  hours  for  $45.  cfebcom@sbcglobal.net: 
415-820-1670. 

Housecleaning.  Reasonable  prices,  professional 
touch.  References  and  experience.  Free  estimate. 
Aurea  Maria,  650-992-9102. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming  stu¬ 
dio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  breakfast  choices. 
Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (levgl).  20th  and  Dou¬ 
glass  streets.  415-626-6497;  JimDiDL@aol.conr, 
www.vacationrentals.com/vacation-rentals/1096l.html. 

Fog  City  Dog.  Noe  Valley  dog  walking  and  care. 
"A  tired  dog  is  a  happy  household  Louis,  7 1 0-05 1 3. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
415-668-8310. 

Will  Buy  Single-Family  Homes,  any  condition. 
Pay  cash,  close  fast.  415-922-7273. 

Acupressure.  Help  the  body  heal  itself.  Based  on 
centuries-old  wisdom,  acupressure  can  help  allevi¬ 
ate  chronic  pain,  reduce  anxiety,  and  promote  gen¬ 
eral  well-being.  Call  Sally  at  4 1 5-587-1902.  1 0  per¬ 
cent  off  your  first  visit. 

Resolve  Relationship  Issues:  Do  you  have  trouble 
forming  or  maintaining  relationships?  Do  you  want 
to  keep  your  current  relationship  alive  and  satisfy¬ 
ing?  Experienced,  direct,  down-to-earth  psycho¬ 
therapist  can  help  you  identify,  understand,  and 
change  relational  patterns  that  interfere  with  your 
ability  to  connect  with  others.  I  also  work  with  is¬ 
sues  such  as  self-esteem,  depression,  anxiety,  life 
transitions.  Individuals  and  couples,  LGBT.  Carol 
Gould.  L.M.F.T.  #32364. 415-826-5435. 

Barry  Solomon  Window  Cleaning.  24  years  in 
Noe  Valley.  Phone  641-5224. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We’ll  do  it  just  for 
a  reasonable  price.  Call  us!  Sara  and  Marco.  415- 
310-8838, 

Housecleaning.  First-class  detail  work.  Also  minor 
repairs,  painting,  etc.  Established  in  Noe  Valley  in 
1 988.  Excellent  references.  Sullivan,  4 15-285-7279. 


The  Gift  of  Massage!  Leant  massage  together,  or 
surprise  your  partner  with  the  ultimate  gift  of  love 
and  luxury!  Private  classes  for  couples  by  appoint¬ 
ment.  Small  group  workshops  forming  twice  per 
month.  Next  group  class  is  Saturday,  Dec.  17,  2  to 
5  p.m.  Gift  certificates  available  for  classes  and/or 
professional  massage/bodywork.  Licensed,  1 5  years 
practice,  six  years  teaching.  Call  for  registration,  in¬ 
formation,  and  appointments.  415-285-2571  (Noe). 

Architect.  New  buildings,  remodels,  additions. 
Free  on-site  consultation  on  any  projectrReasonable 
fees.  Licensed  architect  for  over  28  years.  In  Noe 
Valley  for  24  years.  Call  Mike  Hager  at  Hager  De¬ 
sign  Group,  4 1 5-285-7409. 

House  to  Rent,  104  Wonderful  Laidley.  Weekly/ 
monthly.  Panoramic  views,  hot  tub,  garden.  415 
647-8216.  http://vrbo.com/2lI25. 

Peaceful  Kingdom  Petsitting.  We  offer  gentle,  at¬ 
tentive  care  for  your  beloved  pets  and  peace  of  mind 
when  you  are  away.  Cat  care  and  medications  are 
our  specialty.  Serving  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francis¬ 
co  pets  for  over  10  years.  JoAnn,  415-920-1973. 

Health  and  Fitness  Support  Group  forming.  4 1 5- 
668-8310. 

Need  Help  getting  your  house  in  order?  Cleaning 
and  organizer  service.  Since  1999.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Paris  Lovers!  Try  our  lovely  one-bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  Ninth  Arrondissement.  Sleeps  four.  Steps 
to  Montmartre  or  opera.  Call  415-282-8912; 
www.clmoscrip4II4@cs.com. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  MIDI  lab.  Barbara 
Bannett,  648-1007. 

Adriana's  Cleaning  ( www.adrianadeaning.com.). 
Apartments,  homes,  offices,  and  much  more!  We  are 
professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  reliable, 
and  efficient.  Excellent  references.  Adriana,  415- 
240-9520. 

Mac/PC/iPod/iTunes:  Need  help?  Very  good 
price.  Intemet/DSL/cable  modem/wireless/printer/ 
scanner  problems?  Done  right  in  your  home.  Work 
as  tech  of  schools  for  10  years.  Day  and  night  ap¬ 
pointments.  Call  415-642-8287. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business,  home 
office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines,  DSL, 
ethemet.  too!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to  life!  Sep¬ 
arate  jacks  for  roommates.  On-time  appointments! 
Free  estimates.  Noe  Valley  resident.  Call  64 1  -8654. 
E-mail  Charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem.  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems.  15  years  of 
experience.  References  available.  Call  David  at 
4 1 5-846-758 1 ;  http://www.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English.  M.S.W.  Understandable 
advice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 


Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning.  Commercial 
and  residences.  Patio,  home,  garage,  and  much 
more.  You  need  help?  Call  us!  We  are  your  friend¬ 
ly  junk  disposal  guys.  415-990-4062. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 


we  are  as  meticulous  as  you  are! 


ti/wcy  mis 


Pat  lAztliAg 


wonuan-owned  operated 
ziy-  years'  experience 
interior  exterior  expert  painting 
Color  consultations 
Lead  education  and  detection 
Licensed  and  insured 

415-864-7400 
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Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Cleaning  Professional.  18  years  of  experience. 
Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Call  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation, 
Qigong,  Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15 
a.m.  Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mon¬ 
days  excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since 
1973.  650-756-6857;  415-773-8185. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  install  cab¬ 
inets  or  shelves,  fix  a  fence,  deck,  or  windows;  even 
some  electrical.  1  do  good  work  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Robert,  566-3389. 


CLASS  ADS 


Tired  of  Squeezing  Your  Out-of-Town  Parents  or 

friends  into  your  already-jammed  home?  Visiting 
the  city  on  a  temporary  business  assignment? 
Charming  fully-furnished  studio  available  on  a 
short-time  basis.  Cable  TV,  stereo,  VCR.  kitchen, 
full  bath,  laundry,  garden.  Lots  of  parking  next  to 
open  space.  Bernal  Heights  across  from  The  Hill. 
Call  415-285-7064  or  www.janiesnesi.com. 

Noe  Valley  Locksmith.  Home,  auto,  commercial. 
Licensed  and  bonded.  415-285-0948. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Franciscot.com)!  Es¬ 
tablished  1995!  Private  walks,  too!  Bonded!  In¬ 
sured!  415-731-0120. 

Your  Personal  Handyman.  Noe  Valley  gem  will 
meet  your  fix-up  and  repair  needs.  Small  projects 
welcome.  Floors,  windows,  doors,  inside  painting, 
plumbing  problems,  grout  restorations,  carpentry, 
sinks,  fixtures,  light  eftctrical  work,  and  more. 
Call  Your  Handyman  at  415-845-0346.  or  e-mail 
HHahjJfis@earthlink.com. 

Tutoring  in  Your  Home.  Experienced,  enthusias¬ 
tic  instructors  educated  at  top-tier  schools.  All  K 
through  12  subjects  and  test  prep.  1-866-773-7764; 
nvv(a  PrepPmnt.com. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Relocating?  As  fea¬ 
tured  on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  the  Chronicle.  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  will  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  and 
restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives. 
Home/office/packing  and  more.  Free  phone  con¬ 
sultation,  415-550-0658;  www.shipshape.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Nuts?  I  resolve  problems. 
I've  many  enjoyable  years  fixing  PCs  and  Macs. 
Hardware/software,  simple/complex.  Reasonable, 
honest  ^ork.  Richard,  day:  422-5025;  evening: 
681-8842. 

Piano  Lessons!  Kids  a  specialty.  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  with  15  years  teaching  experience.  B.A.  and 
M.M.  Carla.  415-648-3651. 

Got  Tests?  The  Testing  Coach  can  help!  Featured 
in  the  S.F.  Chronicle.  Tutoring,  (small  groupjwork- 
shops.  Learning  styles,  anxiety  reduction,  nutri¬ 
tional  preparation,  and  strategies  for  SAT- 1 .  ACT. 
GMAT,  GRE.  PSAT,  CBEST.  etc.  Also  speed  read¬ 
ing  and  learning  skills.  Outstanding  results.  Call, 
Norman  Prince  at  4 1 5-82 1  -6595. 

Fabulous,  Sunny,  Two-Bedroom,  1  '/2-bath  Russ¬ 
ian  River  cottjge  on  separate  levels  with  jewel  box 
bathhouse.  Completely  redone.  Restored  original 
details  include  fir  floors,  fixtures,  windows  with 
views  from  every  room.  Sleeping  loft,  new  kitchen 
overlooking  delightful  patio  that  leads  to  private  for¬ 
est.  New  plumbing  and  electrical.  Private,  peaceful, 
in  total  harmony  with  its  surroundings.  $459,000. 
www.prurealty.com/xalerisch ;  Gale  Risch.  707- 
529-2592. 


Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Got  Pines?  Winter  is  the  time  to  prune  your  pine 
trees.  It's  also  time  to  prune  most  fruit  trees.  Com¬ 
plete  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA-certified  ar¬ 
borist.  Beautiful  work  and  expert  care.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Martin  Arnest  at  415-882-1109. 
California  license  #829012. 

Professional  Interior  Designer  will  help  you  orga¬ 
nize  and  design  your  space  using  new  or  existing  fur¬ 
nishings.  Floor  plans,  space  planning,  color  and 
lighting  consultation  available.  Interior  design  ser¬ 
vices  custom  tailored  to  your  design  needs  and  taste; 
Free  in-house  or  office  consultatioa  Call  Martha  Jones, 
415-335-2448  ore-mail  mj94W7@shcglohal.net. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Housecleaning  service.  We  use 
non-toxic  products.  Free  estimate.  Simone,  415- 
806-7877. 

Jon  Pogo,  Handyman:  Reliable  and  experienced. 
Electrical  problems,  pictures  hung,  faucets,  light  fix¬ 
tures,  toilets,  rough  and  finish  carpentry.  "Assembly 
required?”  I’ll  do  it.  Call  me!  650-303-8171. 

Birthday  Storytelling:  A  treat  for  ages  4  to  104. 
Forsooth!  Let  a  pro  light  up  the  party  with  timeless 
tales,  ancient  and  new.  Also  available  for  anniver¬ 
saries,  reunions,  club  meetings,  fairs,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Call  Laura  at  647-7455,  or  pop  an  e-mail 
to  laura@wordforest.com. 

Exceptional  Landscape  Design:  We  work  with 
you,  the  homeowner,  to  bring  your  dream  garden  to 
life.  Whether  it's  a  jungle,  a  blank  slate,  or  a  main¬ 
tenance  nightmare,  we  transform  your  outdoor 
space  into  your  own  private  oasis.  Call  Liquidambar 
Garden  Design,  415-61 3-5976:  www.liquidamhar.hiz. 

I'd  Love  to  Help  You!  Experienced  professional 
driver  can  take  you  to  doctors’  appointments,  shop¬ 
ping,  errands.  Let  me  help  you  during  the  holidays! 
Anywhere  you  need  to  go.  Presently  driving  retired 
woman  from  Heritage  Retirement  Home.  Caring, 
patient.  All  ages  welcome.  Professional;  personal 
references  available.  Will  work  with  your  needs  and 
time  frame.  All  hours,  day  and  night.  $18  per  hour. 
Marlene,  415-51 5-9248;  4 1 5-64 1  -5203. 


Handier  Andy.  Home  repairs,  carpentry,  stairs, 
decks,  siding,  fences,  doors,  drywall.  ceramic  tile, 
regrouting,  painting,  light  electric,  and  plumbing. 
415-564-1 175.  Small  jobs  welcome. 

Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  location.  Specializing  in 
bluegrass  mandolin  and  acoustic  guitar  lessons  for 
beginners.  Contact  jmmahan@earthlink.com  or 
648-8892  for  information  and  referrals.  M.I.T.  and 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  alumnus. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 
Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha.  415-285-5677:  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Acupuncture  for  a  variety  of  health  issues.  Since 
1998;  insurance  accepted.  Affordable.  Easy  park¬ 
ing.  Call  Dasha  at  415-420-3750. 

Too  Tired  to  Cook?  Flour  Girl  is  a  new  in-home 
cooking  service  featuring  menus  customized  to 
your  exact  needs.  Imagine  coming  home  to  fabulous 
meal*  prepared  by  your  very  own  personal  chef. 
Free  in-home  consultation.  Call  Chef  Coco  Jacobs 
at  415-948-6410.  Sample  menus  and  full  details  at 
www.Jlourxirlchef.com. 

Dogilicious  Dog  Walks — Noe  Valley  resident  of¬ 
fers  Fort  Funston  canine  getaways.  Call  or  e-mail 
Nancy,  710-3195;  nlisser@hotmail.com. 


ArtExplosion 


1  -877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  offices  open: 
Saturday  11:00  am  -  2:00  pm 
or  by  appointment 


Artist 


5tivrtina  fat  $t?X/vKon 

High  ceilings,  natural  light,  color  balanced  lighting.  \ 
freight  elevator,  hardwood  floors,  views,  DSL, 
b&w  darkroom,  Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
gallery  space  -  all  in  a  great  artist  community! 


- 


1 


2  San  Francisco  Locations: 
2425 17th  St  at  Potrero 
744  Alabama  at  19th 


WWW 


theartexplosib^xotn 
- - - S 


Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it's  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 


Experienced  Therapist  expanding  private  practice 
in  Noe  Valley.  Interactive,  supportive.  Specializa¬ 
tions  include  parenting,  child  custody,  bipolar  dis¬ 
order,  alternative  families,  sexual  abuse  issues,  and 
recovery  from  eating  disorders  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency.  Audrey  Adelson.  L.C.S.W.  #lcs  15293. 
415-260-0337. 

Dog  Walker/Pet  Sitter.  Individual  one-on-one  dog 
walks  to  give  your  pet  the  attention  they  deserve. 
Vacation  cat  and  dog  sitting  also.  References  avail¬ 
able.  Call  Lara,  415-621-5214. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpaxe@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco.  CA  94114.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls  anti  audio, .video,  and 
home  theater  setups.  Gene's  Sound  Service  makes 
it  easy. ..and  convenient,  with  day,  evening,  and 
Saturday  appointments  available.  All  repairs  done 
on-site.  “Gene's  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a  try,"  says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at  4 1 5- 
377-J258. 

Notary  at  Your  Door:  Home  or  office — weekdays, 
nights,  and  weekends.  415-431-2207. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners.  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga.  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV.  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1-1117. 

Psychotherapy  Office  to  Sublet.  Beautiful,  quiet 
office  in  three-office  suite  on  Chenery  at  30th  Street. 
Available  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings  and  all 
day  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  Office  is  soundproof, 
spacious,  sunny,  and  suite  has  full  kitchen  and  gar¬ 
den.  Call  415-826-6060. 

Let's  Unpack  Your  Baggage  Together.  Warm, 
open,  intuitive  psychotherapist  with  years  of  expe¬ 
rience  welcomes  you  to  her  practice.  Focus  on 
mind/body  connection  and  creating  a  safe  place  for 
healing.  It  would  be  an  honor  to  work  with  you. 
Valarie  Eilert,  M.F.T..  2030  Fillmore  Street.  San 
Francisco.  415-364-3004. 

Cloud  9  Canine.  Dependably  great  and  affordable 
dog  walks  and  pet  sitting.  Insured.  415-531-5905. 

Yoga  Therapy  Now  in  Noe,  as  seen  in  Yoga  Jour¬ 
nal.  Our  feelings  and  thoughts  remain  stored  with¬ 
in  us  and  are  often  the  cause  of  our  stress  and  emo¬ 
tional  or  physical  discomfort.  Through  supported 
movement  and  dialog,  Phoenix  Rising  Yoga  Ther¬ 
apy  integrated  body,  mind,  heart,  and  spirit.  Offered 
in  a  private  atmosphere  of  safety  and  acceptance.  “I 
was  amazed  what  tremendous  healing  happens  with 
each  session."  Sarha  Orantes  is  experienced  with 
trauma  survivors  and  yoga  students  of  all  levels. 
Church  and  Chavez.  Write  sjorantes@mac.com  or 
call  415-425-6904. 

Beautiful.  Quiet  Garden  Flat,  fully  furnished, 
every  amenity.  For  short-term  rental,  two  weeks  to 
a  few  months.  Private  entry,  telephone.  Perfect  for 
one  or  two  people,  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com; 
Wolan2u@aot.com.  415-821  -4872. 


garden  design 

by  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 

- ♦ - 

I  will  spend  a  few  hours  with 
you  and  your  garden-to-be  and 
provide  the  elements  of  a 
professionally  designed  garden- 

on-the-spot,  garden  design 
in  just  one  visit 


•  Balance  and  unity 

•  Space  and  scale 

•  Symmetry  &  proportion 

•  Color,  light,  shade,  texture 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number 
of  words  by  40(  per  word,  and 
send  us  a  check  or  money  order 
for  the  total  amount.  (Note  that  a 
phone  number,  including  area 
code,  counts  as  one  word.) 

Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  in  which  you’d  like  to 
advertise.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco, 

CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by 
phone  or  e-mail  at  this  time.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice  publishes  a  news  edition 
10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  vaca¬ 
tion  in  January  and  August.)  If 
you  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10 
percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the 
total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the 
February  2006  issue,  distributed 
in  Noe  Valley  on  or  before  Feb.  2. 
The  deadline  for  Class  Ads  is 
Jan.  15,  2006.  The  Class  Ads  are 
printed  in  the  newspaper  edition 
and  then  displayed  for  one  month 
on  our  web  site:  www.noeval- 
leyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in 
mind  that  only  the  first  few  words 
of  the  ad  (not  to  exceed  one  line 
of  type)  will  be  set  in  bold.  Also, 
receipts  and  tear  sheets  will  be 
provided  only  if  your  order  is 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you  for 
your  support. 


The  Voice  Web  Site 

features  news  stories,  photos, 
archives  of  past  issues,  and  the 
current  month's  Class  Ads. 


w  w  w>.  noe  valley  voice.com 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


(fully  documented  design  also  available) 

— • — - J - 

/'  415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.glorydesign.com 
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Find  a  new  home  for  your  wreath. 


We  Sell  Noe  Valley 

We  know  Noe  Valley  and  San  Francisco! 
From  single  family  homes  to  multi-unit 
residential,  from  TIC  homes  to  condos. 

For  availability  and  showing  information, 
call  our  24/7  listing  hotline: 

415.695.2715. 


BUILDING 


TRUST 


FOR  LIFE 


Michael  Ackerman  Oliver  Burgelman 

415.695.2715 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


z 

EPHYI 

REAL  ESTATE 


Providing  you  with  talented  and 
experienced  auto  body  repair  ivork. 


With  our  team  of  professionals  you  can  expect 
nothing  less  than"«cu’  car"  results.  So  come 
in  for  touch-ups  or  full  body  repair  today! 

\  SAVE  TODAY "j 

Present  this  ad  at 
time  of  estimate  for 
1 0%  off  labor,  or  | 

for  insurance  jobs, 

%  off  your  deductible. 


J.R.  Hubbard 

Owner 

www.SelectaAutoBody.com 


phone  4I5.28Z.2665 
fax  415.2827668 


4050  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  (A  94114 


eboutique 
closet  audits 
personal  shopping 
wardrobe  consultations 

lacoterie 

stylestudio 

happy  holidays 

style  &  fashion  services  for  the  busy  woman 

415. STYLE. 911  |  www.lacoterie.com 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Market  Watch 


By  Mazook 

THE  NOE  VALLEY  BUREAU  OF  INVESTI¬ 
GATION  has  been  chasing  down  rumors  about 
the  pending  sale  of  Ralphs  Grocery  Compa¬ 
ny’s  23  Northern  California  Bell/Cala  stores, 
including  the  24th  Street  Bell.  The  fact  that  the 
chain  was  on  the  market  was  front-page  news 
in  the  September  Voice.  Since  then,  the  man¬ 
agers  at  our  Bell  have  referred  all  inquiries  to 
Ralphs'  corporate  headquarters  down  south  in 
Compton,  Calif.  When  pressed  about  the 
store's  future,  Ralphs'  spokespeople  consis¬ 
tently  say:  “No  comment.” 

However,  the  NVBI  has  pieced  together 
some  clues  from  several  reliable  sources,  who 
prefer  to  remain  anonymous. 

It  appears  that  Kroger  Co.,  Ralphs'  parent 
company  headquartered  in  Ohio,  was  going  to 
sell  the  24th  Street  store,  along  with  19  oth¬ 
ers,  to  the  wholesale  grocery  giant  IGA  (In¬ 
dependent  Grocers  Association).  But  IGA  had 
to  meet  a  Friday  deadline  in  mid-November 
to  seal  the  deal.  Well,  that  deadline  came  and 
went,  and  nothing  happened,  say  our  sources. 

Another  rumor — that  Whole  Foods  grocery 
might  acquire  the  24th  Street  Bell — also  has 
been  snuffed,  although  the  Texas  conglomer¬ 
ate  reportedly  bought  three  stores  from 
Kroger/Ralphs  in  the  Napa-Sonoma  area.  - 

About  the  remaining  stores  in  the  No  Cal 
group,  the  only  news  we  have  is  that  the  Cala 
on  Mission  Street  in  the  Excelsior  District  is 
still  closed  (though  Ralphs  renewed  the  lease), 
and  the  Cala  on  Geary  at  Fourth  Avenue  will 
be  closing  at  the  end  of  February  2006,  when 
its  lease  expires. 

Leases  for  the  other  Bell/Cala  stores  will 


come  up  for  renegotiation  during  the  next  two 
to  four  years.  The  Noe  Valley  Bell  is  one  of 
these  (two  years),  and  so  is  the  Eureka  Valley 
Cala,  over  the  hill  at  18th  and  Collingwood. 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  is  now  getting  in¬ 
volved  because  the  fate  of  both  major  super¬ 
markets  in  his  district,  the  Noe  Bell  and  the 
Castro  Cala,  is  uncertain.  Dufty  says  he  has 
talked  with  Ralphs  people  in  Compton  and 
told  them  that  he  would  like  to  see  a  local  in¬ 
dependent  grocer  like  Bi-Rite  or  Mikeytom 
Market  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire  our 
Bell  and  Cala. 

Ralphs  listened,  but  did  not  make  any 
promises. 

®  s  s 

BANK  SHOT:  Anyone  who  was  near  the 
comer  of  24th  and  Church  streets  a  little  after 
10  p.m.  on  Friday.  Nov.  22 — a  rather  balmy 
evening — must  have  been  shocked  to  see  a 
group  of  seven  or  eight  juveniles  wearing 
black  masks  attacking  the  new  Sterling  Bank 
building  with  bricks.  Fortunately,  no  one  was 
hurt  in  the  incident. 


According  to  Mission  Police  Lieutenant 
Sharon  McNally,  the  event  was  captured  on 
the  bank’s  video  system  and  was  over  in  less 
than  four  minutes.  The  vandals  shattered  the 
glass  on  the  front  windows,  defaced  the  ATM 
machine,  and  spray-painted  messages  like 
“theif”  [sic]  on  the  walls. 

“It  appears  to  us  to  have  been  perpetrated 
by  an  anarchist  group  well  known  to  us  in  the 
Mission  District.  We  recognize  their  mark 
painted  on  the  wall,  a  circled  A,"  says  Mc¬ 
Nally.  "But  this  is  the  first  time  they  have  at¬ 
tacked  a  bank,  that  we  know.” 

Sterling  Bank  President  Steve  Adams  was 
surprised  to  be  the  target  of  such  an  attack, 
since  Sterling  Bank  is  a  San  Francisco  based 
and  owned  bank  and  committed  to  communi¬ 
ty  involvement  and  improvement. 

“However,  we  were  determined  to  open  our 
doors  on  Saturday  morning,  which  we  did,  and 
we  had  everything  repaired  by  Monday,”  says 
Adams.  "I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  of¬ 
ficers  at  Mission  Police  Station,  who  I  found 
great  to  work  with.  The  response  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  showed  me  truly  what  a  great  neigh¬ 


borhood  this  is.  We  even  got  eight  new  ac¬ 
counts  Saturday  morning.” 

McNally  says  there  have  been  no  arrests 
yet,  and  the  matter  has  been  turned  over  to  in¬ 
spectors  at  police  headquarters.  She  would  not 
confirm  or  deny  that  the  Federal  Bureau.of  In¬ 
vestigation  is  involved — because  of  the  nature 
of  the  incident. 

s  s  s 

ROOT  FOR  THE  HOME  TREE:  Neighbor¬ 
hood  activist  Tracey  Hughes  found  herself 
confronting  police  officers  from  Mission  Po¬ 
lice  Station  on  Monday,  Nov.  7.  She  was 
videotaping  a  root  pruning  that  was  being  per¬ 
formed  on  a  100-year-old  Norfolk  Island  pine 
she  is  trying  to  save.  The  1 00-foot  tree  is  grow¬ 
ing  in  the  back  yard  of  an  old  house  at  1070 
Sanchez  Street  that  is  being  demolished  to 
make  way  for  a  multiple-dwelling  develop¬ 
ment.  Evidently,  the  property  owner  viewed 
Hughes’  presence  as  unwelcome  and  called 
the  police. 

(Hughes  and  other  local  preservationists 
had  tried  to  save  the  house,  tooJ3ut  the  Board 
of  Supes  voted  1 1-0  in  favor  of  issuing  dem¬ 
olition  and  building  permits.  However,  Hughes, 
who  lives  nearby  on  24th  Street,  had  won  her 
quest  to  have  a  certified  arborist  supervise  the 
tree’s  trimming,  which  needed  to  be  done  pri¬ 
or  to  construction  of  the  new  complex.  On 
Nov.  4  and  7,  the  arborist,  James  Lascot,  was 
there  overseeing  the  root  excavation.) 

Hughes  says  when  the  police  arrived,  she 
was  fingerprinted  at  the  site  and  issued  a  cita¬ 
tion  (she  declined  to  say  what  for).  She 
promised  to  appear  in  court  on  Jan.  6,  “and  I 
hope  to  get  back  the  videotape  I  was  making 
of  the  event  which  they  took  ‘as  evidence.’” 

We  hope  this  story  will  have  a  happy  end¬ 
ing:  the  builder  will  build,  the  charges  will  be 
dropped  against  Hughes,  and  the  tree  will  live 
out  its  normal  life  span,  which  is  1 50  years. 

a  S  S 

NOTES  FROM  THE  UNDERGROUND: 
Neighbors  residing  on  Sanchez  between  22nd 
and  Hill  are  disappointed  that  City  Hall  could¬ 
n’t  arrange  for  their  block’s  overhead  wires  to 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


The  new  Sterling  Bank  branch  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  24th  streets  was  attacked  by  a  group  of 
masked  vandals  wielding  bricks  and  spray-paint  the  night  of  Nov.  22.The  bank  cleaned  up  and 
reopened  for  business  the  next  day — with  a  few  new  depositors  at  the  door.  Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


Happy  Holidays 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Celebrating  Our  26th  Year 

American  &  Middle  Eastern  Foods 

Featuring  for  your  Holiday  Pleasure: 

Homemade  Salads  #  Fresh  Roast  Turkey  Fresh  Falafel 
Grilled  Lamb  &  Chicken  Shawarma  *  Middle  Eastern  Vegetarian 
Party  Trays  and  Spdnakopita  Trays  at  Special  Prices 

Now  Serving  Grilled  Cheese  Steaks  &  Burgers 

Catering  and  Ready-to-go-Service 

4007  24th  Street  •  Call  Karim:  415-824-8373 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 

Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


Featuring 
Direct  TV  on 
six  TVs 
including  two 
Big  Screens 


See  ail  NFL 
Games 


t 


Two 

Dart  Rooms 


Fifteen 
beers  on  tap 


1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  corner  qf  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

415-285-8588 


Week 


SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 

Official  California  Smog  Station 

Foreign  &  Domestic  Auto  Repairs 

1 2  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 

A? 

SMO  i 


Free  shuttle  service  to  and  from  BART, 
downtown  SF,  and  nearby  neighborhoods 

Basic  auto  repair  classes  •  Men  and  women  mechanics 
“Do-it-yourself”  membership  available 
DEPENDABLE,  GUARANTEED  WORK  AT  HONEST  PRICES 

Used  car  pre-purchase  diagnostic  inspection  service 
Emission  systems  •  Smog  test  failure  diagnosis  and  repair 
Tune-up  •  Lube  service  •  Regular  maintenance 
Air  conditioning  and  heaters  •  Cooling  systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 
Timing  belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  repairs 
Electrical  problems  •  Rewiring  •  Short  circuits 
Window,  door,  and  vandalism  repairs  •  Four-wheel-drive  service 
Struts,  shocks,  suspension,  and  steering  •  CV  joint  and  axle  service 
Check  engine  light  •  Computer  diagnostics  •  Drivability  problems 
Engine  and  transmission  rebuilding  and  replacement 

(415)  285-8588 

61  I  Florida  Street 

Between  Harrison  and  Bryant,  near  1 8th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  AND  ATM  ACCEPTED 


INSPECTION  & 
\^REPAIR  STATION^ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 


BBB 


%  Free 
Brake 
&  Safety 
Inspection 

($52  value) 


Oil  Change 


i 
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RUMORS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

be  undergrounded  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
Sanchez  Hill  dwellers.  They  call  themselves 
“the  lost  block,”  since  public  works  projects 
over  the  years  that  included  the  800  block  of 
Sanchez  only  provided  improvements  to  the 
800  to  850  block,  between  2 1  st  Street  and  Hill, 
and  not  to  the  second  part  of  the  block,  with 
addresses  85 1  to  899.  from  Hill  to  22nd  Street. 

In  fact,  a  utility  undergrounding  project  is 
under  way  right  now,  but  only  on  the  top  block. 

According  to  resident  Peggy  Cling,  who 
has  lived  on  the  hill  for  the  past  20  years,  it 
would  make  sense  to  do  their  utility  under¬ 
grounding  now,  since  PG&E  is  currently  re¬ 
placing  all  the  old  gas  lines  on  the  hill,  in¬ 
cluding  those  on  her  block.  In  September,  she 
and  other  residents  met  with  Supervisor  Be- 
van  Dufty  and  City  Administrator  Ed  Lee  to 
see  whether  their  lost  block  could  be  brought 
up  to  speed. 

The  city  was  sympathetic,  but  offered  no 
tunnel  at  the  end  of  the  light.  They  explained 
that  because  their  block  wasn't  covered  in  the 
legislation  that  earmarked  funds  for  under¬ 
grounding  the  top  of  Sanchez  Hill  more  than 
a  decade  ago,  they  were  out  of  luck.  The  pres¬ 
ent-day  cost,  to  the  city  and/or  the  residents, 
would  be,  to  use  Dufty  aide  Boe  Hayward's 
word,  “astronomical.” 

“The  estimated  cost  to  underground  the 
block  is  any  w  here  from  $370,000  to  $420,000. 
which  PG&E  developed  based  on  current  con¬ 
struction  costs.  This  includes  the  cost  of  in¬ 
stalling  conduits  from  the  electrical  services 
panel  on  each  affected  property."  says  Hayward. 

Meanwhile.  PG&E  has  started  its  gas-line 
replacement  on  the  hill.  Asked  about  the  lost 
block's  woes,  a  foreman  from  the  crew  said 
that  undergrounding  involved  the  coordina¬ 
tion  of  all  the  users  of  the  overhead  wires.  This 
takes  a  long  time  to  plan  and  can't  be  done 
within  the  time  frame  of  the  current  projects. 

&  &  s 


(LOST  BLOCK  RESIDENTS,  please  skip  this 
next  item — too  painful.)  The  opposite  story  is 
taking  place  on  the  northeast  side  of  Sanchez 
Hill.  Residents  of  the  Liberty  Hill  Historic 
District,  which  is  bounded  roughly  by  20th, 
Valencia,  22nd,  and  Dolores  streets,  have  fi¬ 
nally  seen  their  wires  go  underground,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  petition  to  the  city  more  than  1 0  years 
ago.  And  now  that  that's  done,  they're  having 
streetlights  installed  that  replicate  the  design 
of  the  old  gaslights  that  were  there  from  about 
1890  to  1930. 

“We  wanted  the  Lumec  streetlights  that 
closely  matched  the  gaslights  that  were  orig¬ 
inally  in  front  of  our  mid- Victorian  houses,” 
says  Liberty  Street  resident  and  history  buff 
John  Barbey.  “We  petitioned  for  this  style 
lamp  over  a  year  ago,  and  they  have  finally 
started  installing  these  new  old  lights.” 

Barbey  points  out  that  one  of  the  original 
gaslights  is  still  standing  in  front  of  a  residence 
located  at  3364  2 1  st  Street,  near  Guerrero.  He 
invites  everyone  to  check  that  one  out  and  then 
come  down  to  Liberty  Street  between  Valen¬ 
cia  and  Dolores,  where  the  new  fixtures  have 
gone  in. 


1070 
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Twenty-fourth  Street  residentTracey  Hughes 
has  lost  her  fight  to  preserve  this  cottage,  but 
is  still  defending  the  tree  behind  it.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  she  was  cited  by  police  after  she  tried  to 
videotape  workers  pruning  the  backyard 
tree’s  roots.  Meanwhile,  the  developer  has 
hired  an  arborist  to  make  sure  the  1 00-year- 
old  tree  remains  viable  during  and  after  con¬ 
struction  of  new  housing. 


“They  really  look  great,”  says  Barbey,  “and 
are  very  much  like  the  old  ones.  Now  [we 
need}  to  see  whether  the  glare  guards  the  city 
has  also  devised  for  these  lights  work  when 
the  lights  are  illuminated.” 

S  S  S 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  The  owner  of  the  build¬ 
ing  at  Church  and  Day  that  used  to  be  Mikey- 
tom  Market  confirmed  that  Cingular  One  has 
placed  an  antenna  on  the  roof  of  the  building. 
No  doubt  this  has  improved  the  cell  phone  re¬ 
ception  in  the  area. 

As  for  any  new  occupants,  owner  Peter 
Kung  says  that  he  has  had  a  lot  of  people 
checking  out  the  space,  but  no  one  has  rented 
it  yet. 

“Most  of  the  people  who  are  looking  at  the 
property  are  looking  to  put  a  restaurant  there, 
but  there  have  been  other  uses  proposed  like 
a  yoga  studio,”  says  Kung. 

Long  Island  Chinese  Restaurant  on  Church 
near  29th  Street  abruptly  closed  its  doors  last 
month.  A  sign  on  the  door  announced  that  the 
restaurant  had  moved  to  a  new  location  at  360 1 
26th  Street,  at  San  Jose  Avenue,  and  changed 
its  name  to  Wild  Pepper.  Says  owner  David 
Ng,  “Since  we  have  moved  down  here,  we  are 
having  much  better  business.” 

A  new  optometrist,  Bonny  Ng,  has  opened 
up  shop  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Duncan 
streets,  in  the  former  home  of  RYS  Architects 
(and  before  that,  for  many  years  the  antique 
store  Homes  of  Charm).  Ng  should  have  had 
a  spectacle-ular  grand  opening  by  the  time  you 
read  this. 

The  spot  on  24th  Street  next  to  Martha’s 
Coffee  that  used  to  be  Rose  Nails  is  now  for 
rent,  reportedly  going  for  $3,500  per  month 
for  the  approximately  700  square  feet. 

Sorry  to  all  the  members  of  the  Jakes,  which 
is  the  name  of  the  band  that  played  at  Noe 
Courts  on  Sept.  10  and  was  erroneously  iden¬ 
tified  in  Rumors  last  month  as  the  Jukes. 
Thanks  to  the  band’s  drummer  and  manager, 
Seth  “Smokey"  Jake  Affoumado,  for  pointing 
out  the  typo. 

Congratulations  to  all  of  you  who  went  out 
and  voted  in  the  Nov.  8  special  election.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Department  of  Elections,  over 
60  percent  turned  out  to  vote.  The  final  tabu¬ 


lations  have  yet  to  be  released,  but  it  appears 
that  we  voted  about  7  to  1  against  Governor 
Arnold’s  propositions. 

3  3  3 

A  COLT  SNAP:  All  you  Lost  in  the  Fog  fans 
who  watched  the  Oct.  29  Belmont  Breeders’ 
Cup  race  were  chagrinned  to  see  the  racehorse 
described  the  next  day  on  the  front  page  of  the 
Chronicle  sports  section  as  “Lost  in  the 
Crowd.” 

The  10-time  undefeated  3-year-old  sprint¬ 
er,  owned  by  Noe  Valley  old-timer  Harry  Aleo, 
was  horse  number  7,  and  came  in  seventh  out 
of  the  1 1  that  ran  the  race. 

“It  just  wasn't  a  good  day  for  him,”  says 
Aleo,  resigned  to  the  loss.  “Not  to  make  ex¬ 
cuses,  but  before  the  first  race,  he  was  put  in 
a  secure  stable  which  was  located  near  the  first 
turn  of  the  track,  where  he  could  hear  the  hors¬ 
es  go  by  in  the  first  five  races.  This  was  un¬ 
settling.  And  this  was  after  we’d  got  him  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  morning  and  he’d  seemed  upset  at 
being  there,  and  even  reared  up,  which  he  nev¬ 
er  does,  and  took  a  bite  at  my  chest.  He  was 
tired  and  irritable  before  he  started  and  just 
didn't  have  it.” 

Aleo  says  Lost  in  the  Fog  is  in  Florida  now 
enjoying  a  three-month  vacation  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  bom.  “We  should  be  bringing 
him  back  to  Golden  Gate  Fields  in  January  and 
starting  training  for  next  season,  which  should 
be  quite  exciting.  Hopefully,  we’ll  end  with  a 
victory  at  the  Belmont  Breeders’  Cup  next  year.” 

Aleo  is  also  quite  excited  about  his  nearly 
3-year-old  sprinter  named  Frisco  Star,  who  re¬ 
cently  won  his  first  race  at  the  Sonoma  Coun¬ 
ty  Fair  in  record  time.  Aleo  thinks  Frisco  Star 
might  be — dare  we  say  it?- — faster  than  the  Fog. 

3  3  3 

FASTER  THAN  FOG:  I  am  out  of  here  for 
.’05.  Here  is  wishing  all  of  you  a  very  merry 
happy.  Ciao  for  now  and  peace  on  earth. 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO  FIRE  FIGHTERS  LOCAL  798: 

THANK  YOU  SAN  FRANCISCO! 


Thank  you  for  voting  to  save  our 
neighborhood  firehouses  by  supporting 
Proposition  F,  the  Neighborhood 
Firehouse  Protection  Act. 


Thanks  to  you,  San  Francisco 
will  be  a  safer  city  —  better 
protected  against  fires,  medical 
emergencies,  and  major 
disasters.  When  the  alarm  rings, 
our  neighborhood  firehouses  will 
be  open  and  fully  operational, 
and  our  local  firefighters  will  be 
better  equipped  to  protect  every 
San  Francisco  neighborhood. 

San  Franciscans  know  what’s 
best  for  San  Francisco. 

Thank  you  for  keeping 
Neighborhood  safety  one 
of  our  highest  priorities. 


Paid  for  bv  Yes  on  F:  San  Franciscans  To  Protect  Neighborhood  Firehouses, 
Sponsored  by  and  Major  Funding  by  International  Association  of  Fire  Fighters 
Local  798  San  Francisco.  FPPC  ID#  1277335. 


Our  special  thanks  go  to  these  courageous  individuals  and 
organizations  who  stood  with  us  by  standing  up  for  public  safety: 


A.  Philip  Randolph  Institute 
(S.F.  Chapter) 

Citizens  for  a  Better  San 
Francisco 

Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods 

Democratic  Women’s  Forum 
of  San  Francisco 
District3  Democratic  Club 
District  11  Democratic  Club 
Irish  American  Democratic  Club 

Mexican  American  Political 
Association 

Outer  Mission  Residence 
Association 
Republicans  United 

Retired  Firemen  &  Widows 
Association  of  the  S.F.  Fire 
Department 

Sailors’  Union  of  the  Pacific 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 

San  Francisco  Deputy  Sheriffs’ 
Association 

San  Francisco  Police  Officers 
Association 

San  Francisco  Republican  Pariy 
San  Francisco  Young  Democrats 

SFSU  College  Democrats  (San 
Francisco  State  University) 
Westside  Chinese 
Democratic  Club 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi, 
House  Democratic  Leader 

State  Senator  Carole  Migden 
Assemblyman  Mark  Leno 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Aaron  Peskin 
Supervisor  Fiona  Ma 
Supervisor  Jack  McGoldrick 
Democratic  County  Central 
Committee  (DCCC)  Members: 
Leslie  Katz,  Chair 
Bill  Barnes 
Sue  Bierman 
Gerry  Crowley 
Dan  Dunnigan 
Michael  Goldstein 
Susan  Hall 
Tom  Hsieh 
MaryJung 
M  eagan  Levitan 
Jose  Medina 
Connie  O’Connor 
MattTuchow 

Republican  County  Central 
Committee  (RCCC)  Members: 
Mike  DeNunzio,  Chair 
Howard  Epstein 

Paul  Conroy,  President, 

S.F.  Fire  Commission 

Stephen  Nakajo,  Vice  President, 
S.F.  Fire  Commission 
Clementine  Clarke, 

S.F.  Fire  Commissioner 
George  Lau, 

S.F:  Fire  Commissioner 
Victor  Makras, 

S.F.  Fire  Commissioner 
Michael  Hardeman,  Vice 
President,  S.F.  Port  Commission 


Andrew  Casper, 
former  S.F.  Fire  Chief 
Joseph  Medina, 
former  S.F.  Fire  Chief 
Laurence  Griffin, 
former  S.F.  Fire  Commissioner 
Michael  &  Linda  Antonini  _ 

James  A.  Bryant,  President,  A. 
Philip  Randolph  Institute 
(S.F.  Chapter) 

Ron  Dudum 
Dominic  D’Orazi 
Frederick  Hobson 
Susan  Horsfall 
Kristoffer  Hansson 

August  Longo,  Director 
California  Democratic  Party, 
District  4 

Gunnar  Lundeberg,  President, 
Sailors  Union  ofthe  Pacific 

Larry  Mazzola,  President, 

S.F.  Building  &  Construction 
Trades  Council 
Patrick  &Buffy  Maguire 
John  Moylan 

Anthony  Sacco,  Retired  Firemen  & 
Widows  Association  of  the  S.F. 

Fire  Department 
John  Shanley 

MichaelTheriault,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  S.F.  Building  & 
Construction  Trades  Council 

Jim  Wachob,  President,  Irish 
American  Democratic  Club  S.F. 
David  Wong,  President, 

S.F.  Deputy  Sheriffs’  Organization 


[partial  list) 


Serving  our  community  since 
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Season's  Greetings 

from  our  family  to  yours. 

*  1  * 


555  Castro  Street  •  415-861-5200  •  www.herth.com 
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PACIFIC 

UNION 


Your  Real  Estate  Broker  Does  Make  a 


e  re  n  ce . . 


In  the  Sale  of  your  property: 

Houses  listed  by  Pacific  Union  had  the  highest  average  sale  price  of  properties 

sold  in  Noe  Valley. 

In  Your  Community: 

Pacific  Union's  Community  fund  has  donated  over  $400,000  to  worthy  projects 

throughout  San  Francisco. 


List  Price  $945,000.  Sold  Over 
Asking  Fabulous  Marina  style  3 
bedroom,  t  5  bath  home  with 
updated  kitchen,  2+  car  parking 
Susan  Ring 


List  Price  $949,000  Sold  Over  Asking 
Marina  Style  2  Bedroom,  1  bath  home 
with  large  sunroom  and  2+  car  garage 
Don  Wool  house  and  Jito  Garcia 


List  Price  $2,100,000.  Unbelievable 
contemporary  Four  floors,  4  bedrooms, 
4.5  baths,  4  decks,  and  bay  views. 
Tara  Donohue  and  Marilyn  Picariello. 


List  Price  $1,950,000.  Noe 
Valley  retreat.  4  Bedrooms,  4 
baths,  3  decks  and  2  car  garage. 
Dennis  Otto. 


Pacifc  Union  has  represented  more  buyers  and  sellers  in  the  sale  of  single  family  homes  in 

Noe  Valley  than  any  other  broker. 

THERE  ,s  a  ,/ifc  ’mice... call  Pacific  Union. 

Civic  Center  Office  •  60 1  Van  Ness  Avenue  San  Francisco  CA  94102  •  41 5.474.6600 

California  Street  415.447.6200  •  Marina  415.929.7100  •  South  Beach  415.247.6600  •  Commercial  415.834.3540 

Statements  are  based  on  SFARMLS,  year  to  date  2005 


www.pacumon.com 


Tahiti,  Fiji, 
South  Africa  - 
ask  for  Ellen 

Brazil,  South 
America  - 
ask  for  Angelo 

Hawaii, 
Mexico, 
Caribbean  - 
ask  for  Lei 


Value  Vacation 


Hibret  Hails,  D.D.S. 

Gsoeral  Dentistry,  irmsaisgn, 
Cfcildrui  Owtal  Sennets.  Implants. 
k  Rwt  Casals.  Perimtortal  ISerapy, 
[  ZOOM  ta-keus*  Usar  VfeifMinfc 
Mttol  Free  Deetistiy 


i  in 


ZOOM  Laser  Whitening 

November  through  January! 


Jh 


. 


Tooth  Fairy 

Cosmetic  and  General  Dentistry  for  alt  ages 


2001  Union  Street,  Suite  397  aj- 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

tel  (415)  409-DENT  (3368)  " 


Value  Your  Vacation? 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 
! 


uter  space 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


CST  #2052962-40 


3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  •  415-824-2550 
www.valuevacation.com 


Building  dream  vacations  for  Noe  Valley  neighbors  since  1998  - 
the  specialists  at  Value  Vacation  can  customize  your  adventure. 


BUY 
SELL 
TRADE 

'STREETLIGHT' 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

3979  24th  ST  (415)  282-3550 
2350  MARKET  (415)  282-8000 
www.slrecords.com 


♦  Art  & 

Architecture 

Tours 


♦  Gay  Friendly 
Itineraries 


♦  Fall  Getaways 
&  Family  Travel 

♦  Food  &  Wine 
Tours,  Cooking 
Schools 
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Women  &  Children’s 
Services 

at  St.  Luke's 


At  St.  Luke’s,  our  team  of  OB/GYN  physicians,  certified 
nurse-midwives  and  obstetrical  nurses  has  strong  roots 
in  the  community.  This  allows  for  personal  interaction 
and  a  ‘small-town  feel’  that  sets  St.  Luke’s  apart  from 
other  San  Francisco  hospitals. 

Women  and  Children’s  Services 

at  St.  Luke’s  offers: 

•  Prenatal  Care  and  a  unique  childbirth  philosophy 

•  Childbirth,  Labor  &  Delivery  and  Postpartum 
Care 

•  24-hour  Midwifery  Care 

•  Childbirth  and  Yoga  Classes 

•  Access  to  a  trained  doula 

•  Breastfeeding  support  services 

•  A  Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit  (NICU) 

•  A  Pediatric  Unit 

•  A  full  scope  of  gynecology  services 

For  more' information  about  Women  and 
Children’s  Services  at  St.  Luke’s  and  to 
receive  a  free  copy  of  our  medical  staff 
directory,  including  our  OB/GYNs,  call 
(415)  641-6657. 


# 

St.  Luke's 
Hospital 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 
With  You.  For  Life. 


Quality  Care, 
Close  to  Home 


THE  LAST  PAGE 


Feeding  Frenzy 


BY  BOBBIE  STEIN 


— — — • _ _  • 


In  a  panic,  I  realized  that  there  was  no 
food  left!  I’d  been  so  busy  lately  with 
work  and  my  two  high-maintenance 
kids,  I  suppose  it  was  not  surprising  that  I’d 
neglect  something.. .but  FOOD?!  I  don’t 
know  how  long  they  can  survive  without 
sustenance.  Trying  to  focus,  I  decided  that 
as  long  as  I  could  just  stop  somewhere  on 
the  way  home  and  pick  something  up, 
everything  would  be  all  right. 

'  So,  that’s  what  I  did.  I  stopped  at  Just  for  Fun  on 
my  way  home,  and  asked  the  clerk  where  they  kept 
the  Sea  Monkey  food.  I  assumed  that  they  would 
have  it  because  that’s  where  I  bought  the  original 
“grow-your-own”  pets.  Turns  out,  they  were  com¬ 
pletely  sold  out  of  all  Sea  Monkey-related  items. 
Incredulous,  1  left  the  store  with  the  weight  of  the 
Sea  Monkeys  on  my  shoulders. 

After  all,  they  did  not  ask  to  be  born.  In  fact,  I 
did  not  ask  for  them  to  be  born  either.  It  was  my 
six-year-old  daughter  who  demanded  that  they  be 
born.  Seemed  like  an  interesting  experiment  at  the 
time.  "Instant  Life’’  is  what  the  package  advertised: 
Just  add  water  and  the  briny  little  sea  creatures  will 
emerge  from  their  stasis.  They  were  educational,  and 
somehow,  at  least  for  a  while,  their  purchase  satis¬ 
fied  my  daughter’s  desire  for  a  pet. 

It  was  very  exciting  at  first.  All  the  measuring 
and  feeding  and  watching  and  waiting,  and  then 
the  little  dots  began  to  swim.  Then  they  got  bigger 
and  seemed  to  have  sprouted...  well...  legs,  fins,  gills, 
I’m  not  really  sure,  but  they  were  unmistakably 
alive!  And  they  needed  their  food.  It’s  not  that 
I  didn’t  realize  that  there  was  only  a  Kmited  supply 
of  food.  It’s  just  that  I  never  expected  the  bantam 
brine  to  outlive  their  food  supply.  My  family’s  never 


been  very  successful  at  keeping  pet-like  things  alive. 

For  days,  I  scraped  at  the  little  paper  envelope 
that  once  contained  the  powdered  nutrients.  Mean¬ 
while,  I  continued  to  go  from  store  to  store  in 
search  of  food  for  the  Sea  Monkeys.  I  met  with  dis¬ 
appointment  over  and  over  again  as  I  was  told  by 
clerk  after  clerk  that  they  were  sold  out.  This  was 
becoming  serious.  If  the  shrimpy  things  had  never 
even  hatched  in  the  first  place  or  if  they  had  died  of 
their  own  natural  causes,  I  would  not  have  been 
heartbroken.  They  were  rather  disgusting,  after  all, 
and  my  daughter  had  long  ago  lost  interest.  But  I 
could  not  be  responsible  for  actually  killing  them! 

I  had  to  find  food,  and  fast! 

But  what  do  Sea  Monkeys  eat?  I’m  still  not  even 
sure  what  they  are,  much  less  what  they  eat.  They 
eat  whatever  comes  in  the  package  that  is  sold  with 
the  little  plastic  tank. 

By  the  third  day,  I  was  willing  to  buy  a  whole 
new  tank  just  to  get  the  food,  but  even  that  was 
unobtainable  at  the  local  stores.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  I  might  be  able  to  order  the  food  online.  But 
each  day  that  passed  was  one  more  day  that  it  would 
take  for  the  order  to  go  out  and  days  or  weeks  for  it 
to  be  delivered. 

Alas,  my  maternal  instincts  took  hold,  and  I  real¬ 
ized  that  these  creatures  of  the  sea  shared  at  least  one 


thing  with  goldfish:  they  swam.  And  so,  I  reasoned, 
they  would  probably  be  able  to  survive  on  goldfish 
food.  I  have  a  huge  supply  of  that,  since  none  of  the 
fish  we’ve  had  in  my  house  has  ever  lasted  for  more 
than  a  week.  So  I  dutifully  dusted  off  the  canister  of 
goldfish  food  and  took  out  a  few  flakes.  I  crushed 
them  as  finely  as  I  could  and  sprinkled  the  meal  on 
top  of  the  now  greenish  water  that  the  Sea  Monkeys 
called  home.  I  hoped  for  the  best. 

What  happened  then  was  truly  a  miracle  of  sci¬ 
ence.  The  Sea  Monkeys  trudged  to  the  top  of  the 
tank  and  ate  heartily.  Then  in  a  few  moments  they 
became  more  animated  than  they  had  ever  been. 
They  were  swimming  upside  down  and  in  circles, 
racing  to  and  fro,  deliriously  happy.  It  was  like  they 
were  on  steroids! 

Curious,  I  checked  to  see  what  was  in  the  gold¬ 
fish  food.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  and  horrified  to 
see  that  the  main  ingredient  was  shrimp  brine. ..oops, 
I  have  now  created  cannibal  Sea  Monkeys. 

Despite  this  sobering  fact,  I  have  continued  on 
this  regimen  of  crushed  goldfish  food  for  several 
weeks  now.  The  Sea  Monkeys  are  huge — for  Sea 
Monkeys,  that  is- — and  seem  to  be  thriving.  I  am 
not  sure  what  has  happened  to  them.  I  may  have 
unwittingly  altered  their  genetic  makeup.  I  am 
thinking  of  applying  for  a  grant  to  study  the  effects 
of  goldfish  food  on  Sea  Monkeys.  Either  that,  or  I 
might  just  get  a  cat.  They  can  find  their  own  food. 


When  she's  not  running  around  Noe  Valley  trying  to  find  Sea 
Monkey  grub ,  Bobbie  Stein  works  as  a  civil  rights  and  crim¬ 
inal  defense  attorney  at  her  office  on  Dolores  Street.  The 
mother  of  two  also  likes  to  stop  by  Common  Scents  for  lotion 
whenever  she  gets  a  little  pampering  time.  A  lecturer  at  Boalt 
Hall  School  of  Law,  Stein  has  written  for  The  Progressive 
magazine,  San  Jose  Mercury  News,  San  Francisco  Exam¬ 
iner  (“the  old  one ,  “she  clarifies),  and  Bay  Area  Reporter. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  poetry  or  photos  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  e-mail  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASEifyou  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Halloween  Fantasies:  The  cast  of  Shrek— or  was  it  the  Noe  Valjey  Nursery  School?— paraded  onto  24th  Street  just  before  the  witching  hour  on  October  31.  Led  by  Nina  the 
Queen  of  Hearts,  the  procession  of  princesses,  fire  chiefs,  and  assorted  winged  creatures  so  charmed  the  local  villagers,  they  filled  the  children’s  bags  with  sweets.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


